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AUTHOR’S PREFACE. 


Though it is not usual to write the his- 
tory of a living prince, the great distance 
which, in the present instance, permits the 
historian to speak with freedom, will serve as 
an excuse ^for the infringement of so just a 
rule, in the eyes of those who may read tlie 
following sheets without prejudice. The 
writer has adhered to the strictest impar- 
tiality, in relating the exploits of the most 
lamous conqueror India has beheld since the 
time ol Thamas Kouli Khan ; a prince very 
much superior to that usurper, as well for the 
extent of his genius as for the ])r()priely of his 
conduct, w'hich far exceeds that of the other 
Indian sovei’ei<rns. 

It will he easily ])erceivetl t%t the Author 
has neither endeavoured to Hatter nor to 
calumniate. If the English should find that 
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they are not spared, it will not be in their 
power to reproach him with having invented 
any untruth : and there are very many indivi- 
duals of that nation, who know that he could 
speak much more elfectually to the disad- 
vantage of the English administration in 
India, if he thought it necessary to reveal 
such particulars as he himself has seen. 

Whether the tyranny w'hich these men have 
exercised in India be a crime of their nation, 

C 

or purely their own, is of no importance to 
the Author in his capacity as an Historian, 
since he has not made any reflections on the 
subject in the ensuing pages. 

The Generals Coote, Smith, and Goddard, 
are spoken of with the justice they deserve ; 
which circumstance ought to be of weight to 
vindicate his impartiality from the reproaches 
that interested and prejudiced readers will 
doubtless be ready to make. 

If*any of ^is recitals should be contrary to 
the ideas of certain persons acquainted with 
the same events, he begs they will please to 
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make a distinction between tlie facts he himself 
has been witness to, and those he could only 
learn from the information of others. 

The persons cited in the course of the 
history, and w'ho may be now in Europe, are 
appealed to with confidence to assert the truth 
of what is here attributed to them. With re- 
gard to other facts, it is requested that they 
will believe this narration in preference to what 
may have been written to them by men who 
have not been in the same confidential situa- 
tion as the Author, and have likewise reasons 
for disguising the truth, that can have no 
influence upon him. 

The true dignity and importance of history 
is placed in truth. It has not therefore been 
in his jjower to spare such of his countrymen 
as have behaved unworthily*: but, out of con- 
sideration for their respectable families, he has 
been careful to omit mentioning their iifunes ; 
which is the only tenderness h^ has incfulged 
himself in. The following vvoi'k is not strictly 
confined to the actions of Hyder Ali Khan ; 
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but is likewise intended to give an accurate 
idea of the revolutions that have taken place 
in India, previous to the aggrandizement of 
that great i)rince : for the purpose of satisfy- 
ing the reader on this head, it is thought ])ro- 
per to prefix an Historical Introduction, that 
will render him ac(piainted with the genius 
and character of the personages spoken of. 

The account of particular circumstances re- 
lating to the Life of Ilyder Ali Khan, that 
follows the Introduction, gives an idea of his 
person, considered as a man, a general, and a 
soldier. The Author hopes that it will s('rve 
to make the private cliaracter of the Prince 
better knowm than those of most European 
sovereigns. A perfect ac([uaintance with the 
men that surround a king, will often give the 
most accurate knowledge of his own manners 
and inclinations. With tliis intention, the 
portraits of some of the relations as well as of 
the iiHimate friends of Ilyder are given. 

There has not yet appeared any w ork that 
explains the principles of government of the 
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princes now reigning in llintlostan : it is there- 
fore lioped that the Public will receive nith 
])lcasiire the* detail here given of the establish- 
ments, laws, customs, and forms of government 
that prevail in I ly dor’s dominions. The Eng- 
lish have lately published the laws and customs 
of the Hindoos ; but Ilindostan has been so 
long governed by Mahomedan princes, that 
this code of the ancient Hindoo laws instructs 
us in the present government of India, nearly 
as much as*the laws of the ancient Druids are 
capable of explaining the administration and 
government of the present French nation. 

The Author can with justice indulge the 
hope that these Memoirs will not be confound- 
ed with those rhapsodies that have appeared 
within the last three or four years, under the 
title of JE.ssais fur fa Vie^ and Ahrcyea ile 
I Hisloire d' Ilyder Ah, which were evidently 
fabricated by people wdio have not only been 
totally unacquainted with.Hyder, buPeven 
entirely without any memoirs, except those 
tales that have occasionally appeared in the 
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public papers. From these materials, copied 
with servility, they have formed compositions 
which they have had the assurance to offer as 
original to the Public, under a variety of pom- 
pous titles. It was from a view of these in- 
accurate and fictitious compilations, that the 
Author was induced to write the History he 
now presents to the world. As an eye-wit- 
ness of his conquests, and of the glory 
that surrounds him, he thought it a kind of 

if ' 

duty incumbent on him to make this sove- 
reign known, at an instant in whitfh he has 
become so interesting to Europe, and to 
France in particular. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Before we enter upon the History of 
Hyder Shah, alias Hyder Ali Khan, it is 
necessary to give an account of part of those 
revolutions, which the invj^sion of India by 
Nadir Shah, king of Persia, commonly cal- 
led Thamas Kouli Khan, occasioned in that 
extensive empire ; and more especially in 
those provinces that were'the^heatre of the 
various scenes we are about to relate. 

Nadir Shah, previous to his quitting Delhi 
for the purpose of returning to his own states. 
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concluded a treaty with Mohumed Sliah, em- 
peror of the Mogols, in whicli it was ordain- 
ed tliat the charge of Grand Vizter, and all 
the Suhashi])s or viceroyalties,* then nine in 
ninnher, should he hereditary in the families at 
that time in possession of them. This article 
was doul)tless a stroke of politics in the Persi- 
an conqueror, to divide the force of an empire, 
whose strength was sudiciently exhibited in the 
army of 1,200,000 men assembled to oppose 
him ; and which, under iui emperor of another 
disj)osition, might revenge tlie insult sustained 
by Molmmed Shah. But it is likewise to be 
presumed, that he had previously settled this 
point ; and in putting it in execution, he 
only forwarded the ambitious vien s of Nizam 
El Moulouc, Grand Vizier and Suba of Decan, 
ivho, in revenge for an affront put upon him 
by Mohumed Shah, had invited the king of 
P('rsia into the empire, and had been the 


* The title, power, and prerogatives of a Suba cannot 
be better defined than by translating the word into the 
terms Vicar-general of the Empire. For this charge be- 
stows a supremacy over the kings and vassals of the em- 
pire, which the ouba exercises in the same manner as the 
emperor himself. Similar to this would be the power of 
a vicar-general of the empire in Italy, if this dignity were 
at present posses^d of activity and energy. 
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incau.s of preserving him from the probable 
eflccts of so rasli an nndertiiking. 

The Subashi]) of Decan, then in possession 
of Nizam El Moulouc, constituted at least a 
third jiart of the Mogol empire. All the 
country that extends from the gulf of Cam- 
baya to Bengal, formed part of this Suhaship^ 
whose chief cities were Aurungahad and Hy- 
derabad ; and it extended to all the coasts of 
the liither peninsula, from Cambaya to the 
gulf of Bengal. 

This vast government was divided into 
many others. Among these were many king- 
doms governed by tlieir own kings and parti- 
cular laws, being no more than tributaries t(i 
the empire ; except that they were obliged 
to furnish a certain number of troops to the 
army of the Suba, which the kings tliem- 
selves very often esteemed it an honour to 
lead in person. The principle of these king- 
doms were those of the Marattas, of Caiiara, 
and of Mysore. 

Many of these kingdoms and states were 
scarcely in subjection; and among them 
Canara, a country difficulfr of ^cess from its 
numerous forests and mountains. The Ma- 
rattas were no otherwise subjected, than by 
means of the treaty with the Suba, resiiecting 
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the payment of the Chauth, or fourth part of 
the revenue of Dccan, which the emperor 
Aurengzebc had granted them; an\l the great 
population of their country furnished them 
with numerous and powerful armies, espe- 
cially of cavalry, whose incursions were not 
easily checked: and lastly there were states, 
which, though comprized in the Subaship of 
Decan, were not yet subjected. Such were the 
small kingdom of Calicut, or of the Samorins, 
and the other states of the black princes on 
the coast of Malabar; into which^the armies 
of the Mogols were unable to penetrate, by 
reason of the naiTow and difficult entrances 
through forests and mountains. 

Besides the kingdoms and other tributary 
countries, the Subaship of Decan compre- 
hended several governments, of gi’eater or 
less magnitude, which were not hereditary, 
but in the gift of the Suba ; whose nomina- 
tion, however, required to be confirmed by 
the emperor. 

When the Subaships became hereditary, 
the Subas pretended to the right of irrevoca- 
bly nominati^jig those governors, which the 
Europeans call Nabobs, without the neces- 
sity of- any confirmation from the court of 
Dehli. 
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The Nabobship of Arcot* liekl the first 
rank among all those governments comprized 
in the Subal^hip of Decan, as well for its extent 
as for its riches and 2)02)iilation. For it con- 
tains all the country, known by the name ol' 
Coromandel, that lies between the mountains 
and the sea coast, from Cape Comorin to 


* This History of the Nabobship of Arcot is very 
(liflfcrent from that given by the Editor of the Memoirs 
ascribed to General Lawrence. It is necessary, in that 
work, to distinguish the reports of the Author himself 
from tlie accefUnt of the expeditions of General Law- 
rence. The latter is generally true, excepting that the 
French forces are magnified in number, and the Eng- 
lish diminished; so as frequently to produce contradic- 
tions. As to the Editor of those Memoirs, it will be 
sufiicient to form a judgment of him, if we recollect 
that he affirms, that, previous to the time in which M. 
Bussi followed Mouzaferjung, the Europeans were ignor- 
ant of what passed at the court of the Indian princes, 
their nearest neighbours. lie affirms likewise, in his 
introduction, that his work is designed to exhibit or 
make known the rights of Moliumffd Ali Khan. With 
this intention, he is careful to avoid every thing that can 
serve to render him odious, as well as his father Unvuru- 
deen Khan. To shew, from an incontestable fact, that this 
Editor was not in possession oLaccumte inforeSation, 
we need only observe, that he gives Nizam El Moulouc 
no more than four sons, though he left six. The two 
that are omitted by him are still living. The one 
is named Bazaletjung, and the other Mirs Mogol. 
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Kisna, a river which, after rimiiiiig over a 
course of more than five hundred leagues, all 
within the Suhaship of Decan, falls into the 
sea near Ma/.ulipatain. 

This government, though held only at the 
pleasure of the Suba, had been very long 
in possession of the same fiimily, a branch of 
the Syuds, or descendants of Mohumed, by 
Ali his cousin and Fatima his daughter. Tlie 
princes of this illustrious fixmily were adored 
by their sid)jects, for having rendered the 
country rich and populous by the mildness 
and moderation of their government. 

Several lords of the same family, as the Na- 
bobs* of Valore, Vandevachi, &c. possessed 
small tracts of country, which they had re- 
ceived en appanage hut they acknowledged 
the Nabob of Arcot as their superior, and the 
chief of their family. This Nahohship of 
Arcot comprehended lalso several less states, 
as that of the Raja of Tanjore, of the Naies 
of Madura, and of Miizara, &c. who were 


* The signification of tlie word Nabob will be here- 
after explained.V 

t Lands are given en appanage, when they are in lieu of 
the future right of succession to the whole, of which 
they arc a part. 
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tril)utiiries, and obliged to furnish a quota of 
troops to the Nabob’s army. 

In the }’t?ar 1740, the Marattas made an 
incursion into tbo Subasbip of Dccan, in tlie 
absence of Nizam El Moidonc, Grand Vizier 
and Suba ; and, spreading like a torrent, they 
arrived at the country ol‘ Arcot, under tlu' 
conduct of Ragogi their general. 

'riic Nabob of Arcot* having collected his 
forces, which were by no means equal to those 
of the Marattas, marched against them, and 
lost both thg victory and his life. 

I’his unfortunate Nahoh left an only son,-f- 
who succeeded him in his government. The 
rest of his family sought an asylum at Eondi- 
cherry, w here the Sieur Dumas, then gover- 
nor, received and 2 )romised to protect them, 
in return for the repeated advantages the 
b'rench had received from the Nabobs of Ar- 
cot, since their first e.stahlishment in India. 

Ragogi laid siege to Poiplicherry, whose 
fortifications were in a very indiflerent state. 
He demanded the governor to deliver up to 
him the family of the Nabob, and to pay him 
tribute. Tlie spirited ansux*!' of^he governor 
is well known. He replied, that the dominions 


* Dost Ali Khan. 


t Sufder Ali Khan. 
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of Ihc Kiny of France had always been the 
asylum of nnforlunale Princes; and lhat the 
French had no other tribute to yiite than bullets 
and balls. A piece of gallantry made to the 
mistress of tlie Maratta general, contributed, 
together ivith the activity of the besieged, 
to induce Ragogi to raise the siege. 

The same general, in the following year, 
besieged 'rrichnapoli, a strong place on the 
river Caveri. It siUTCndercd for want of pro- 
vision ; and Chanda Saeh, the Nabob of the 
country, became prisoner, and wp canied to 
Sattara. Nizam El Monlonc, being infonned 
of the inn})tion of the Marattas and the death 
of the Nabob of Arcot, who was assassinated, 
nominated Unvnrndcen Khan, one of his best 
generals, a man of adcKess and of consum- 
mate knowledge in 2 >olitics and the science of 
government, regent and administrator of the 
government of Arcot, during the minority of 
the young luince, Syud Mohumed Khan, 
giandson of Dost Ali Khan. Unvurudeen 
Khan, who then (in 1742) commanded the 
forces of the Suha of Decan to the northward 
of Alasulipi^am,' very soon anived at Arcot. 
On the other side, Nizam El Moulouc advan- 
cing by forced marches to the relief of his 
dominions, Riigogi abandoned the country of 
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Arcot, and retired into the country of the 
Marattas. 

Uuvurudeen Khan restored tranquillity and 
good order to the country entrusted to his 
charge, and made his government beloved both 
by the people and the army. He seemed at 
first to be exceedingly attached to the young 
[uince, and was very attentive to the care of 
his education. But this insidious jjolitician, 
whose desires tended solely to the acquisition 
of his 2)upirs tenitories, was careful to ins2)ire 
the young prince with a degree of haughtiness 
and avidity*capable of rendering him odious, 
at the same time that he was himself courting 
every day more and more the affection of the 
2)eoj)le and the army. 

When the young prince became of an age 
l)ro2)er to many, he advised him to es])ouse the 
daughter of the Nabob of Valore, one of his 
near relations. This Nabob having acce2)ted 
the alliance with joy, jiroposed to give suj)erb 
entertainments on the occasion of tlie mar- 
riage, according to the ordinary custom of the 
Indians, who arc much attached to pomp and 
ceremony in circumstances gf tlm natur<?. 

During the time of the preparation for the 
nuptials, at the beginning of the year 1744 , 
Uuvurudecn Khan inspired the young prince 

c 
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who had the highest confidence in his tutor, 
with the absurd idea of profiting by the tumult 
of the occasion, to get possession of Valore, 
and rob his future father-in-law' of the fortress, 
vvliich was the strongest in all the country, and 
contained, as it was said, a gi’cat mass of trea- 
sure. llic young Nabob, whose heart was 
already corrupted, .approved highly of this ad- 
vice, and resolved to put it in execution. lie 
repaired to Valore, where it was concerted that 
Unvurudeen Khan should cause soldiers to 
come as simple spectators, 'ivho, joining at once 
with the prince’s retinue and those who accom- 
panied Unvurudeen Khan, should put the 
gairison of V.alore to the sword, and take pos- 
session of the place, according to the orders of 
the young juince. But the j^erfidious tutor, 
who had devised this conspiracy with no other 
intention than that of betraying his pupil into 
destruction, sent but a small number of sol- 
diers ; and caused the Nabob of Valore to be 
advised secretly of the design of his nephew, 
the evening before he had appointed to come 
himself to the place. His hope was, that the 
Nabftb, enraged jjt the perfidy of his future 
son-in-law, w'buld put him to death. In this, 
how'ever, he was disappointed; for the Nabob 
contented himself with reproaching the young 
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man publicly with his crime; and caused him 
to leave the jdace immediately, with all his 
followers. • 

The event of this contrivance liaving turn- 
ed out contrary to the e.xpectations of Unvu- 
rudeen Khan, he soon after fonncd another 
plot, which succeeded in accomplishing tlie 
destruction of the young Nabob. 

Nizam El Moulouc being desirous of pos- 
sessing an army, wliich, though composed of 
diller.ent Indian nations become efieminate 
by a long peace, should nevertheless be tit for 
the purposes of war, had with that intention 
iin ited into his dominions a great number of 
Patans, or inhabitants of Candahar, the re- 
mains of those Atlgans who had conquered 
Persia, and whom Nadir Shall, after having 
chaccd them out of that fertile kingdom, had 
pursued even to their own mountains. lie 
had m en bestowed among the chiefs of them 
Nabobships, or fiefs of the empire ; whcnc(> 
aiose the 1 atan Nabobs of Carpa, Canour, 
and Sanour, — a numerous corps of these Pa- 
tans, who composed part of the Nabob of 
Arcot’s anny, and to whom, at that flnic, 
considerable sums were due for pay. Tliese 
people are courageous ; but ferocious, cruel, 
and perfidious, when they believe themselves 
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ill-treated. Unvurudeen Khan assembled these 
Patans at Arcot, under the pretence of caus- 
ing them to pass in review before their prince ; 
and, by his secret agents, excited them to de- 
mand the arrears of pay due to them. He 
did not fail to advise the young Nabob, that 
the method to enforce respect from his troops, 
was to threaten them with the chastisement 
due to their insolence. Tlie prince, who was 
but too much inclined to speak with haughti- 
ness and contempt, treated them in the 
severest manner. A revolt was the conse- 
quence ; and, in their fury, they did not spare 
even the Nabob himself, but put him to the 
sword. This event happened early in the 
year 1745. 

Unvurudeen Khan, arrived at the height of 
his desires, affected to be oppressed with the 
utmost despair and sorrow. He continued 
for some time to deplore the loss of his pupil ; 
but at length becoming gradually more mode- 
rate, and the Patans appearing to be concern- 
ed for the effects of their ferocity, he persuaded 
them that he would refer the affair to the 
decision of ^izapi. But in the mean time 
he secretly assembled the chiefs of all the 
other corps of the army, and represented to 
them, that, since the Grand Vizier would con- 
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found them all with the criminals, there was 
but one way of justifying themselves, namely, 
to extirpate* the Patans. The insolent fero- 
city of those soldiers had rendered them odious 
to all the other Indians ; and the advice of 
Unvurudeen Khan was, therefore, universally 
approved of Tlie effect of their deliberation 
was kept a j^rofound secret ; and they seized 
an opportunity so favourable to their purpose, 
that all the Patans, to the number of 3000, 
were massacred, the women and children only 
being spared.* 


* As these anecdotes are differently related elsewhere, 
it may happen that many, who think themselves intimate- 
ly acquainted with the history of India, may demand, 
How the Writer of these Memoirs could acquire his 
knowledge of them ? To anticipate this question, it is 
answered, that they cannot but know that the court and 
army of Hydcr are filled with the relations and servants 
of the ancient family of the Nabobs of Arcot. Such are 
Razasaeb, the Nabob of Vandcvachi, the son-in-law and 
nephew of the Nabob of Valore ; Assinsaeb, an old man 
of great merit, formerly grand-treasurer of the Nabobs of 
Arcot, and exercising the same office under Hyder Ali 
Khan. In the same army are likewise Baoud Khan and 
Savay Khan, brothers, and chiefs of the ^Patans, stfongly 
attached to the French ; and, by reason of their youth, 
spared in the massacre caused by Unvurudeen Khan. The 
Author of this work being desirous of informing himself 
iu the history of India, cultivated the friendship of all 
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Unvurutleen Khan, having at length finish- 
ed this horrible carnage, wrote to Nizam El 
Moulouc the history of the catastsophe of the 
young Nabob of Ai'cot, and tlie punishment 
he had caused to he inflicted on the Patans ; 
luranging the whole account to his own ad- 
vantage. The Grand Vizier, Suha of Dccan, 
concluded that he could not do better than to 
bestow the Nabobship on Unvurudeen Khan ; 
as the family of the ancient Nabobs was 
extinct, and Chanda Sacb, who by right of 
his wife might pretend to it, was prisoner 
among the Marattas. ' 

At the end of the year 174-5, Unvurudeen 
Khan was established Nabob of Arcot, but did 
not succeed in procuring the same respect foi’ 
his government as had attended his regency. 
He had several children. Mafibus Khan, his 
eldest son, was designed for his successor ; but 
his predilection was in favour of a son whom 
the law excluded from the succession, as being 
bom out of the house, and by a Bayadere, 
or woman reputed common. — He gave Trich- 


C- 

these persons ; took a pleasure in relating the history 
of the misfortunes of their family, their nation, and their 
ancient masters. It is from them that he has learned the 
facts he relates in this place. 
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iiopoli, a strong place on the Caveri, with a 
(.onsiclerahle tenatory, to this son, who was 
nanieil Molwnned Ali Khan. 

UnviiriKleen Klian was in quiet possession of 
(he fruit of his crimes, wlien Providence raised 
up an avenger of the family of the Nabobs of 
Arcot. lliis man was the famous Dui)leix, 
whom the French King and East India Com- 
pany, in 1740, called from the employment of 
director and commandant of Chandernagore, 
and i\ppointed governor of Pondicherry. 

Tliis gieat man, after having acquired much 
glory by his brave defence of Pondicherry 
against Admiral Boscawen, whom he forced 
to raise the siege, received the news of the 
peace between France and England in the 
year 1747. In this juncture he thought it ne- 
cessary, for the honour and advantage of his 
nation, to punish Unvurudeen Khan for the 
assistance he had afforded the English during 
the siege, by furnishing them with troops on 
that occasion : being likewise ’veil assured, that 
this new family would always oppose the in- 
terests of the French, who had shewn so strong 
an attachment to the family of^yud. ‘His 
first step was to procure an antagonist to Un- 
vurudeen Khan, by his negociations with the 
Miuattas; who were by that means induced to 
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set at liberty Chanda Sacl), Nabob of Trich- 
nopoli, who had espoused the sister of the last 
Nabob of Arcot, and whose wife tind son had 
taken refuge at PondicheiTj. 

Chanda Sacb being thus restored to his li- 
berty, repaired immediately to the court of 
Naseijimg, who succeeded his father Nizam 
El Moulouc in the Subaship of Decan in 
1718. It was in vain that he solicited this 
young prince to re-establish him in the Na- 
bobship of Arcot, as the inheritance of his 
wife, or at least in his^ town and fortress of 
Trichnopoli : the intrigues and the money of 
Unvurudeen Khan prevented his success with 
the Suba. But he was more fortunate in his 
application to Ilcdaet Mohyoddeen Khan, 
king of the little state of Adonis, and nephew 
of Naserjung. Tliis young prince, the son 
of an elder brother of the Suba, had been 
designed by Nizam El Moulouc as his suc- 
cessor ; but that Vizier perceiving himself at 
the point of death, and his grandson very 
young, nominated and caused his son Naser- 
jung to be acknowledged his successor. 

Chanda Sijj,eb persuaded the young prince of 
Adonis, that it was proper for him to request 
the Nabobship of Arcot of his uncle ; the ex- 
tent and value of this last being much more 
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consfderable than the territory of Adonis. 
The nephew consequently made his request, 
which met* with a refusal from his uncle, 
whose jealousy made him averse to a step that 
tended to increase the power of his nephew. 
Hedaet Mohyoddecn Khan, urged on by 
Chanda Saeb and M. Dupleix, raised an 
army of 60,000 men, with which, accompanied 
by Chanda Saeb, he arrived in the country of 
Arcot in July 1749, where he was joined by 
the French, to the number of 600 men and 
2,000 Sepoys, commanded by the Comte 
DAuteuil. Tliis army marched against Un- 
vurudeen Khan, who had assembled all his 
force, and encamped near Ambour. After 
having repulsed his antagonist for two succes- 
sive days, his entrenchments were forced by 
the French on the third ; and he lost the vic- 
tory and his life at the age of eighty-two years. 
His two sons, Maffous Khan and Mohumed 
Ali Khan, were present at tJiis battle. Tlie 
first was made prisoner, and the other fled to 
the fortress of Trichnopoli. Every other part 
of the country acknowledged the grandson of 
Nizam El Moulouc, as Nabob ojf Arcot. 

Naserjung, jealous of the accession of power 
that Hedaet Mohyoddeen Khan had acquired, 

D 
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contrary to his orders assembled his army, and 
marched into the country of Arcot against him, 
Chanda Saeh, and the French who*had assisted 
him in his undertaking. And in the month 
of Fehruary 1750, he arrived within six lea- 
gues of Pondiclieny, with an innumerable 
army. 

Tlie ancient ministers and courtiers of Ni- 
zam El Moulouc, shocked to beliold this dis- 
sention, attempted to reconcile the uncle and 
the nephew. They concerted among them- 
selves, that the nephew should repair to his 
uncle’s camp, and make his submission ; and 
that the uncle .should invest him with the 
authority of Nabob of Arcot. HediietMohy- 
oddeem Khan, on the assurances of the lords 
wdio had offered themselves as mediators, re- 
paired to the camp of Nasequng ; who, in- 
stead of giving him the appointment of Na- 
bob, caused him to be aiTested. 

This treachery of the Suba of Decan occa- 
sioned a general disgust in his whole anny. 
Tlie lords conspired his destruction, and cor- 
responded with the governor Dupleix, who 
caused the french ai-my, consisting of 800 
French and 4,000 Sepoys, under M. de la 
Touche, to march against the army of Naser- 
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jung, consisting of more than 300,000 fighting 
men. But this handful of French, aided by 
the consjnmtors, were sufficient to decide the 
fate of so poiverful a iirince, who was slain on 
his elejihant by the Patau Nabob of Carpa, 
one of the conspirators. His nephew Hedaet 
Mohyoddeen Khan succeeded to his govern- 
ment, as Suba, in the month of December, in 
the same year. 

It is at this aera that the history of Ilyder 
Ali Khan commences in these Memoirs. He 
was then at the head of a quota of troo])s 
in Naserjung’s army. It would be difficult to 
trace his actions from a more remote period ; 
because, no person has taken the pains to col- 
lect the facts that relate to his infancy. 
They were far from beholding the avenger 
of India, in the soldier of Naseijung; or the 
scourge of the English, in the array that 
then fought against the French. 

Hedaet Mohyoddeen Khan, who assumed 
the name of Mouzaferjung, expressed his gra- 
titude to M. Dupleix and all the French, and 
gave the Nabobship of Arcot to Chanda Saeb. 
In his return to Hyderabad, his q^ital, he was 
accompanied by M. de Bussi, at the head of a 
body of French troops ; but he was not fortu- 
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nate enough to arrive at the end of his voyage, 
the Patans having slain him in a sedition. 
At the beginning of 1751, his unele Salabut- 
jung, brother of Naseijung, succeeded him, 
and had the same affection for the French as 
his nephew. Mr. Lally having recalled M. 
Bussi, in 1758, from the court and army of 
Salabutjung, this prince, whose disposition was 
good, though his abilities were not gi'eat, was 
assassinated by his brother Nizam Ali Khan, 
who is at present Suba of Decan, and. will 
frequently be mentioned in the course of the 
following History. 

The English having always supported the 
family of Unvurudeen Khan, preferred Mohu- 
med Ali Khan to his eldest brother; and 
caused him to be acknowledged Nabob of Arcot 
in the treaty of Fontainbleau, after having as- 
sisted him to impoverish all the princes of the 
ancient family of the Nabobs of Arcot. 
Chanda Saeb had the misfortune to fall into 
the hands of the English, who were cruel 
enough to deliver him to Menagi, general of 
the troops at Tanjore, who caused him to be 
beheaded iif^Jhe month of June 1752. This 
crime, though yet unrevenged, will not pass 
unpunished ; for Hyder Ali has promised the 
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dominions of the Raja of Tanjore to Raza 
Saeb, son of Chanda Saeb. 

This succinct account of the revolutions in 
India, is sufficient to serve as an introduction 
to the History of Hyder Ali Khan. 


Note , — The coss is an Indian measure of distance, 
which answers nearly to 2,500 toises, or a few yards 
more than an English league. 


THE RAMAKRISHNA MISSION 

INSTITUTE OF CULTURE 
LIB.'<ARY 



PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES 


BEtATINQ TO THE 


PERSON, HABITS, AND MANNERS 

OF 

HYDEE SHAH, 

ALIAS 

HYDER ALI KHAN BAHADUR. 


Hyder Shah, alias Hyder Ali Khan, 
whose precise age is not known, ought to 
be about fifty-four or fifty-six years of age, 
if we niay depend on those who have known 
him from his infancy. He is about five 
feet six inches high, and very lusty, though 
active, and capable of bearing fatigue as 
well on foot as on horseback. His com- 
plexion is Ifc-own, as is that of all Indians 
t who expose themselves rjto .the air and the 
Vsun. His features are coarse, his nose 
\mall and turned up, his lower lip rather thick ; 
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and he wears neither heard nor whiskers, con- 
trary to the custom of the Orientals, especi- 
ally the Mohumedans. His habits, like those 
of all the natives of India, are of white 
muslin, with a turban of the same. Ilis robe 
is fashioned nearly the same as those of the 
European ladies, which arc called a V Anghise. 
The body and sleeves fit neatly, and are drawn 
close by strings ; the rest of the robe being 
ample, and in folds : so that when the Indian 
great men walk, a i>age supports their train, 
from their first stepping off the carpet to their 
entering into their carriages. 

In the army, Hyder Ali weai's a military 
habit invented by himself for his generals. 
It is an unifonn composed of a vest of white 
satin, with gold flowers, fiiced with yellow, 
and attached by cords or strings of the same 
colour : the drawers are of the same materials ; 
and the hoots of yellow velvet. He wears a 
scarf of white silk about his \jaist ; and, with 
the military habit, his turban is of a red or 
aurora colour. When he is on foot, he com- 
monly uses a gold-headed cane ; and sqjne- 
times on horseback he wears 'a s,we, hanging 
by a belt of velvet embroidered with gold, 
and fastened over his shoulder by a clasp of 
gold, enriched with some precious stones. 
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He never weiirs much jewellery either on 
his turhan or his clothes; and never uses 
either necklace or bracelets. His turhan is 
very long, and flat at top. In this particular 
he follows the ancient mode ; as well as in 
his slippers, which are very large, and have 
a long point turned hack, resembling the roofs 
of the buildings in some countries up the 
Tjevant ; or those slijijiers anciently worn in 
France, and called Souliers ii la poitlalne. Tlie 
petits maitres of his and other Indian courts 
affect to wear little bonnets which scarcely co- 
ver the tops of their heads, and slippers so 
small as scarce to admit the points of their 
feet : hut though in these and other respects 
their taste is so different from that of Hyder 
and his son, yet to imitate him as much as 
possible in the article of beard and whiskers, 
without infringing the precepts of the Alco- 
ran, they reduce their beard and moustaches 
to a moustache scarcely discernible. 

The countenance of Hyder, though not 
handsome, is open, and calculated to inspire 
confidence. He has not acquired the habit 
of disguisiii^his hspect, which is either gay or 
overspread with chagrin, according to the oc- 
casions that present themselves. H e possesses 
|ia facility of conversing on any subject; and has 
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none of that stateliness and taciturnity, which 
almost all the other princes of the East 
affect to preserve. When he receives a stran- 
ger, he is reserved, and appears to speak with 
gravity; hut soon recovers his usual ease, and 
converses with all the world, repeating him- 
self the news and common conversation of 
the day, with the greatest affability. It is 
most astonishing, that this sovereign asks ques- 
tions, gives answers, bear's a letter read, arrd 
dictates an answer to another, beholds a thea- 
trical exhibition, and even seenrs to attend to 
the perforrriUnce, — at the same instant that he 
decides concernitrg things of the utmost im- 
portance. 

Tlrere is no sovereign more easy of access 
to every one that has business with hinr, whe- 
ther strangers or srtbjects ; arrd the former, 
whatever may he their quality, are always 
sure to be introduced into his presence, by 
demanding an audience, by a Soutahdar, or 
rnacebearer, of wlrich there is always a suffici- 
ent nrrmber at the gate of his palace. Tire 
Fakirs, a species of begging monks, are alone 
excluded from this indulgence ; when’ one 
of these appears, he is conducted to the Peer- 
zada or grand almoner, who supplies his wants. 
Tire court of Hyder is, in this point, absolutely * 

E 
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different from those of all the other princes 
of India ; who hold these Fakirs in snch high 
veneration, that they suffer thorn to enter 
their palaces at any hour, and even admit 
them to their table. They have the assurance 
to take the first place at table, nearest the 
prince ; though they are most commonly dis- 
gusting, fdthy, and covered with vennin. 

When business or parties of pleasure do not 
prevent Hyder Ali from going to rest at his 
usual time, which is after midnight, he rises 
with the sun, that is to say, about six o’clock. 
As soon as he is risen, the majoi’S of the aiiny, * 
who have been on duty the jweceding day and 
night, and likewise those v/ho relieve them, 
enter, make their reports, and receive orders 
to he transmitted to the ministers and generals, 
who themselves have the privilege of entering 
' his dressing-room, if they have any thing ex- 
traordinary or pressing to communicate. The 
couriers that have arrived during the night, 
or in the morning, also come and lay their 
dispatches at his feet. It may be esteemed a 


* These majw-s of the army are like adjutants-general. 
They are not persons of distinction, but men of approved 
diligence and fidelity, chosen out of the subaltern officers 
of cavalry and infantry. 
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weakness in a prince so occiiined, that his toi- 
let takes uj) a considerable part of his time. 
It lasts commonly two or three hours ; and is 
chiefly taken up by his barbers, who jduck the 
hairs from his beard. 

But justice requires us likewise to observe, 
that when any mihtary operation requires his 
attention, the toilet is no more thought of. 

Between eight and nine in the morning ho 
quits his apartment, and repairs to a saloon, 
where a number of secretaries wait for his ap- 
peai-ance. Jnto their hands, according to 
their respective departments, he puts the let- 
ters received ; giving them at the same time 
insti’uctions for the answers. Ilis sons, his 
relations, and those lords who are honoured 
with his intimacy, enter; and if it be nine 
o’clock, they take the usual refreshment. If 
he has leisure, he appears at a balcony, and 
receives the salute of his elejihants,* that 
are led before him, as well as his horses. His 
tigers of chace likewise pay him a visit 
They are led by hand, and are covered with a 

^ 

* When the prinee appears at the balcony, his officers 
cry out, “ Your elephants salute your Majesty : ” And 
Jtt the same time those animals, who are ranged in a serai- . 
circle round the palace, make three genuflections. 
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mantle of green and gold hanging to the 
ground, and a bonnet on their head, of cloth 
embroidered with gold, with which their eyes 
can be immediately covered, if they should 
chance to prove mischievous. Hyder himself 
gives each of them a ball of sweetmeats, which 
they take very ach’oitly with their paws, being 
excee(hngly tame. These are the spotted 
tigers, and their keepers lead them every day 
into those places where the greatest crowds 
are : hut the grand tiger, or tiger royal, has 
never been tamed by any attempts yet made. 

After the repast, which ends about half after 
ten, Hyder enters into the hall of audience ; 
or the grand tent, if at the army. He is seated 
on a sopha beneath a canopy, and very often 
in some balcony that fronts an open place 
or court of the palace ; and some of his relations 
sit on each side of him. All persons who have 
permission or access, of which the number is 
very great, may. come to this audience ; and 
those who have affairs to transact, may either 
request admittance by means of the Souque- 
dars^ or put their request into the hands of 
those offic^ by* whom it is carried to their 
chief, who is always present, and who places 
it at the feet of the prince, where it is imme- 
jdiately read and answered. It is not customary 
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lierc to stop the prince by the oli’er of peti- 
tions, when he goes out, unless the aflair he 
very urgenf and extraordinary, or the peti- 
tioner has been prevented from forwarding liis 
request at the usual hours of audience ; a cir- 
cumstance that very rarely happens.* 


* In the year 1767, Hyder being at Colmbatoor and 
going out with his retinue, about five in the evening, to 
take the air, an old woman prostrated herself, and cried 
out. Justice ! — Ilyder immediately caused his carriage to 
stop ; made a sign to her to come forward, and demanded 
her request, felie answered, My Lord, I had but one 
daughter, and Haga Mohumud has ravished her from me. 
Ilyder replied, Haga Mohumud has been gone hence 
more than a month ; how does it happen that you have 
waited till this time without complaining? — My Lord, 
I have given many requests into the hands of Ilyder Sha, 
and have received no answer. — This Hyder Sha, who was 
the chief usher, preceded the Nabob, bearing a large col- 
lar of gold, as a mark of his dignity. He advanced, and 
said, This woman, as well as her daughter, are of infa- 
mous repute, and live in a disgraceful manner. The Na- 
bob gave orders to return instantly to the palace, and 
commanded the woman to follow him. All the court were 
in great apprehension for the officer, who was much be- 
loved ; and no person daring to intercede him, the son 
of Hyder begged the commandant of/T]uropeans to 
endeavour to procure his pardon. He accordingly re- 
quested it of Hyder, who refused it with much severity. 

I cannot grant your request, said he : there is no greater; 
crime than that of interrupting the communication be / 
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At this audience thirty or forty secretaries 
are seated along the wall to his left, who 
write continually. Couriers aflrive almost 
every instant, and are conducted with great 
noise and hustle to the feet of the prince, 
where they lay their disj^atches. A seci’etary 
kneeling takes the jacket ; and sitting on his 

tween a sovereign and liis subjects. It is the duty of the 
powerful to sec that the weak have justice. The sovereign 
is the only protector God has given them ; and the. prince 
Avho suffers oppression to pass unpunished among his 
subjects, is deservedly deprived of theit affection and 
confidence, and at last compels them to revolt against him. 
He then gave orders to punish Hydcr Sha with two hun- 
dred stripes on the parade ; and at the same time com- 
manded an officer of his Abyssinian horse-guard to repair 
immediately with the woman to the country seat at which 
Ilaga Mohumud then was. If he found the girl, his orders 
were, to deliver her to her mother, and return with the 
head of Haga Mohumud ; but if she was not found, he 
was charged to conduct Haga Mohumud to Coimbatoor. 
The girl was found, and the head of the criminal was 
brought to Hyder. Haga Mohumud was then sixty years 
old, had been chief usher to Hyder Ali twenty-five years, 
and was succeeded in his office by Hyder Slia ; at which 
time the Nabob had given him a jaghir, or considerable 
district of Iannis a reward for his services. This man 
was enamoured of the girl, and had carried her off, upon 
her mother’s refusing to sell her to him, because she sub- 
sisted by prostituting her.— The Alcoran condemns the 
^rayisher of a girl or woman to death. 
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liams before the prince, opens it and reads the 
letter. Hjder immediately dictates the par- 
ticulars of the answer, and the letter is carried 
to the office of a minister ; contary to the 
customs of the princes of the East, who affix 
their names hy means of a seal. Hyder signs 
the dispatches in order as they are completed, 
as well as a numher of private orders. Many 
writers report the contrary to this ; which only 
proves that they have never seen Hyder half 
an hour at a time. Tlie orders that issue 
from the offices of the ministers, have no 
other signature than that of the great seal, of 
which they are the depositories ; and the dis- 
patch is closed with the private seal of the 
minister. The letters signed hy Hyder are 
closed hy the seal of the sovereign, of which 
the j^rincipal secretary is guardian. When 
this Nahoh waites any interesting letter, or 
gives an order of importance, he affixes a par- 
ticular or private seal, which he always wears 
on his finger ; and in that case he himself car- 
ries the packet to one of his couriers, who 
conveys it as far as the first station. To tlic 
packet is joined a paper, denoting'Jflie hour it 
was sent off ; and at every station the time of 
its arrival is marked. We shall afterwards 
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have occasion to speak of these posts, which 
have been since imitated by the English. 

If Hyder purchases horses or elephants, or 
if new pieces of cannon have been founded 
or brought from any port or arsenal, he in- 
.spects them during this audience ; the animals 
or pieces of cannon being brought into the 
court or square of the palace. 

Ministers, generals, ambassadors, and other 
great men, rarely appear at this audience, 
unless commanded, or unless urged by extra- 
ordinary affairs. It is peculiar to their dignity 
to see the prince only in the evening, when 
none but men of consequence are admitted ; 
and nothing else is thought of but to make 
their court to the sovereign, or to share his 
pleasures. The great have agents, who .are 
usually Bramins, who solicit their .affairs ei- 
ther with the prince or his ministers ; and 
these agents, who have the title of Vakeels 
or envoys, have their leave of admission to 
the presence wlien they have been present- 
ed by their masters, and are honorably re- 
ceived. Tire ministers send one of the 
prifacipal \jcretaries of their department to 
the prince ; who, sitting before him in the 
same posture as the other secretaries, com- 
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municate their business, and converse with 
him. 

A great ambassador, or other person of con- 
sequence, is announced in a loud voice by the 
chief of the ushers, in these terms, “ Your 
Majesty, the Lord of salutes you.” Mi- 

nisters, secretaries, vakeels, or other men of 
business, are not announced, but go in and 
out without particular observation, except that 
they are careful to salute the Nabob. When 
a great man is announced, the prince returns 
the salute, and begs him to be seated : the 
friends and Sther great men, who surround the 
sovereign, salute him also ; and, in proportion 
to the esteem or favour he is in with the 
Nabob, they give place, that he may approach 
him. A person of ordinary rank, who has 
requested an audience, makes three reverences 
in entering, by moving his hand from his fore- 
head almost to the ground; and afterwards 
places himself on one side of the chief usher, 
continuing silent, with his hands joined before 
him. The Nabob returns the salute by simply 
touching his turban with his hand, and affects 
to continue the discourse with tho^ibout Him : 
after which he makes a sign for the person to 
advance, and demands, in an engaging and 
affectionate manner, the subject of his ^asit : 
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and upon the exposition of the affair by the 
suppliant, he receives a decisive answer. If 
he be a stranger of a genteel rank- or employ- 
ment, as a trader or merchant of consequence, 
he receives orders to sit ; and his place is 
usually on the right, fronting the secretaries. 
The Nabob asks him some questions respect- 
ing his state of life, his country, or his voyage, 
and appoints a time when he will see his mer- 
chandize. Betel is then presented to the 
stranger, and is understood as equivalent to a 
permission to retire ; which is done with the 
same ceremony as at the entrance^. 

This audience continues till after three 
o’clock, which is the hour he returns to his 
apartment to sleep, or make the siesta, as it is 
called in Italy. 

About half past five, the prince returns into 
the hall of au^ence,orsome other large apart- 
ment, where he places himself in a balcony to 
see his troops exercise, and his cavalry defile 
before him. He is, as in the morning, sur- 
rounded by some of his fiiends or relations ; 
and the secretaries are busied in reading let- 
ters" or wri^lpg, . 

About half after six, when the day closes in, 
a great number of Mufsalchy’s or bearers of 
iflambeaux, appear in the court of the palace. 
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and salute the prince as they pass on the 
side of the apartments where he is. Tliey 
illuminate jJl the apartments in a moment, es- 
pecially that in which the Nabob is, with 
tapers in chandeliers of exquisite workman- 
ship, ornamented with festoons of flowers of 
the utmost lightness and delicacy. These 
chandeliers, on account of the wind, are covered 
with large shades of Enghsh glass. There 
are, likewise, in some parts of the palace, large 
glass, lanthoms, painted with flowers of all 
colours. The great men, ministers, and am- 
bassadors, Visit the Nabob only at night. 
They are usually perfumed with the most 
costly perfumes. Besides the men in power 
and employment, the apartments are filled 
with young nobility ; and every body assumes 
the most polite and engaging manners. After 
having saluted the prince, the salute is paid to 
his sons and relations, in an easy, unaffected 
manner. Among the young nobility, there 
are a certain number who »have the title of 
Arabsbequi ; which answers nearly to that of 
chamberlain, in Germany. There are ordi- 
narily four in waiting each 4ay 
tinguished by their sabre, which they carry in 
tlieir hand in the sheath, using it nearly as a 
walking-stick. All the other company leave. 
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their arms in the hands of their pages and 
other attendants, who are very numerous, and 
fill the avenues of the palace. •Tlie pages 
alone are permitted to enter : they follow their 
master, bearing his train into the apartments, 
till they quit their slippers at their stepping 
on the carpet; the pages then let fall the 
train, and put the slippers in a hag. His 
apartments are commonly covered with white 
muslin, spread upon the most superb Persia 
carpets. He has such a predilection for white, 
that he causes wainscotting, that is painted, 
gilt, and varnished, to be covered” with white 
muslin ; and even chairs and sophas of em- 
broidered velvet or gold stuff’. 

There is, for the most part, a comedy every 
night, that commences about eight in the 
evening, and lasts till eleven : it is intermix- 
ed with dances and songs. During this co- 
medy, the Arabsbequi continue near the stran- 
gers, and politely inform them of every thing 
they may desire' to know ; as the subject of 
the comedy, the news of the day, &c. They 
are careful to ask, if he chuses to drink or 
eat ;*in wh^ case, they cause sherbet, fruits, 
or confectionery to be presented to him ; but 
they seldom eat. If the stranger chuses to 
gjlay chess, they play with him, or propose a 
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party. Hyder, to whom the entertainments 
of the stage are very indifferent, discourses 
with his ministers or ambassadors, sometimes 
passing into a cabinet to speak with more 
secrecy ; and continues, as in the morning, 
to dispatch business, without seeming to be 
busy. Almost always, before the end of the 
performance, flowers are brought to him in 
a basket of filigram, out of which he him- 
self gives a few to the lords who are about 
him y and afterwards the basket is carried into 
the apartments of the theatre, every one taking 
a small flower from them, and returning a 
profound reverence to the prince. This takes 
place even to the lowest secretary. When 
Hyder wishes to give a particular mark of his 
esteem, he himself makes a collar of jasmine 
flowers, knotting them with silk as he con- 
verses, which he himself adjusts round the 
neck of the happy mortal to whom he gives 
this glorious mark of his esteem and favour. 
He has several times conferr(?d this honour on 
the chiefs of his Europeans, knowing well that 
the French, above all nations, esteem them- 
selves well paid by this sort of j^Bney. *He 
who has received this honour, is visited the 
following day by the first people of the court 
to compliment him. 
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If a battle has been gained, or any other 
glorious event has happened in favour of the 
prince, the poet of the court arrives, announc- 
ing himself, at his first entering the apart- 
ments, by the pompous and extravagant titles 
he bestows on the prince : as, “ Health to the 
“ greatest king on earth, whose name alone 
“ causes his enemies to tremble, ” &c. All the 
world, at the voice of the poet, becomes silent 
and attentive. The comedy or dance is in- 
terrupted ; the poet enters, seats himself in 
the place immediately opposite the prince, 
and recites a poem, which every^body affects 
to hear with the utmost attention, except the 
prince, who seems at that time to be more par- 
ticularly busied in conversing with his minis- 
ters. The poet usually, after speaking of the 
prince, proceeds to his relations, and the gene- 
rals or principal officers ; not forgetting the 
ministers and favourites. The young cour- 
tiers, or harm h demi, who are usually included 
altogether in thef praises bestowed by the poet, 
often turn it into ridicule ; and their derision 
extends even to those who are the highest 
spoken of.'^fThey and the secretaries, or other 
inferior courtiers, often parody the words of the 
poem very pleasantly, sparing no body but the 
prince and his son : but as they have no print- 
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ing, both the poem and the criticism are of 
short duration. We cannot speak of their 
public entertainments, without mentioning the 
Bayaderes, of whom the Abbe Raynal has 
drawn so advantageous a portrait in his His- 
toire Philosophique. 

At the present time, the court of Hyder is 
the most brilliant in India ; and his company 
of performers is without contradiction the 
first, as well on account of its riches, as be- 
cause. the Bayaderes are the women to whom 
he gives the -preference. Being sovereign of 
part of Begapore, he has every facility of pro- 
curing, among this class of women, those who 
are most remarkable for their beauty and 
talents. 

The comedians of the court are all women. 
A directress, who is likewise manager, pur- 
chases young girls at the age of four or five 
years, who are chosen on account of their 
beauty. She causes them to be inoculated, 
and then provides them with masters both for 
dancing and music. They are taught every 
accomplishment that can inspire the prince 
and his court with the love. of pl^sure ; land 
their success is such, that they delight and 
seduce the most insensible of men. They be- 
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gin to appear in public at the age of about' ten 
or eleven years. They have generally the 
most delicate features, large dark «yes, beauti- 
ful eye-brows, small mouth, and the finest 
teeth; their cheeks are dimpled, and their 
black hair hangs in flowing tresses to the 
ground; their complexion is a clear brown, 
not such as that of the Mulatto women, who 
are incapable of blushing ; but like that of a 
country girl in the flow of health, who has 
preserved the roses, after suffering the lillies to 
fade. These are the yellow women, that the 
Drientals prefer to all others : they give them- 
selves that tinge by painting their cheeks of a 
jonquil colour, in the same manner as the 
French women use rouge ; and it is remark- 
able that in a very short time one becomes 
habituated to this colour, and finds it agree- 
able. Their habit is always a fine gauze, very 
richly embroidered with gold ; and they are 
covered with jewels ; their head, their neck, 
their ears, their breasts, their arms, fingers, 
legs, and toes, have their jewels ; and even 
their nose is ornamented with a small dia- 
mohd, thS^. gives them an arch look, which 
is far from being unpleasing. 

The comedies are all pieces of intrigue. 
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They personate either women who league to- 
gether to deceive a jealous husband, or young 
girls that conspire to deceive their mother. It 
is impossible to play with more art or with 
more natural ease. Their songs are gay and 
agreeable. The words that are sung by a 
single voice are almost always the complaint 
of a lover. Those which are sung in chorus 
are much gayer; but they have no second 
parts, and are always repeated. 

The dancers are superior in their perform- 
ance to the comedians and singers; it may 
even be affirmed that they would afford jdea- 
sure on the theatre of the opera at Paris. 
Every part is employed when these girls 
dance ; their heads, their eyes, their arms, their 
feet, and aU their body seem to move only to 
enchant and surprise. They are very light, 
and very strong in the legs ; turning round on 
one foot, and springing up immediately after 
with a surprising force. They have so much 
accuracy in their movements, that they ac- 
company the instruments with bells that are 
on ffieir feet; and as they are of the most 
elegant figures, all their motions^e gracJieful. 
No Bayadere of the prince’s company is more 
tlian seventeen years old. At this age they ^ 

G 
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axe dismissed ; and either travel over the pro- 
vince, or attach themselves to the Pagodas.* 

The directress of this company is paid by 
the prince ; hut her emoluments are not 
known. She has always a number of pieces 
ready in rehearsal to he played at a moment’s 
notice. Though there is every reason to think 
she is well paid by Hyder for the pleasures 
she procures him, the emoluments she re- 
ceives from private individuals of fortune, are 
still more advantageous to her. When a great 
man gives a set supper, he has usually a comedy 
ornamented with songs and dances. The di- 
rectress of the prince’s company is paid one 
hundred rupees for every actress that plays, 
sings, or dances. The number of these ac- 
tresses is often more than twenty, the instru- 
mental music not being charged. 

If a supper is given to a few private friends, 
the singers and dancers axe likewise employed 
at the same price of one hundred rupees. Be- 
sides which, they must be furnished with sup- 
per, and abundance of fruits, sweetmeats, and 



whose charms produce one of the most certain revenues 
of the Bramins. 
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waiTO milk. If the friends are retained to 
.sleep (as is often done, where their suppers are 
more friendly than ceremonious) they chuse 
each a companion for the night among the 
performers, for which the directress is likewise 
paid one hundred rupees each ; and the master 
of the house must present his friend with 
some trinket, or piece of stuff, to be given to 
the damsel when she is sent away in the 
morning. 

Besides the prince’s company, there are se- 
veral others in the town where the court is 
kept, and in the armies. There are even some 
that are composed of men only : but the peo- 
ple of the court never have recourse to any 
but the prince’s company. 

At eleven o’clock, or about midnight, every 
one retires but those that sup with the Nabob; 
who, except on grand festivals, are always hia 
friends and relations. 

This mode of life pursued by Hyder, is, aa 
may be easily imagined, inferrupted in the 
army. It is likewise occasionally interrupted 
by hunting parties, by excursions on foot or 
horseback, or by hia attending to Insist at*the 
exercises and evolutions made by considerable 
bodies of his troops. 
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When he is obliged to remain a month 
in camp, or in any town, he usually goes to 
the chace twice a week. He hunts the stag, 
the roebuck, the antelope, and the tiger. 
When notice arrives that this last animal 
has been observed to quite the forests, and 
appear in the plain, he mounts his horse, fol- 
lowed by all his Abyssinians, his spear-men 
on foot, and almost all the nobility armed 
with spears and bucklers. The traces of the 
beast being found, the hunters surround his 
hiding place, and contract the circle by de- 
grees. As soon as the creature, w'ho is usually 
hid in some rice ground, perceives his ene- 
mies, he roars, and looks every where to find 
a place of escape ; and when he prepai'es to 
spring on some one to force a passage, he is 
attacked by Hyder himself, to whom the ho- 
nour of giving the first stroke is yielded, and 
in which he seldom fails. Thus the pleasures 
of the sovereign are varied to infinity. 
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EXPLICATION. 


Hyder ALI Khan, Nabob Bahadur,* Na- 


* Nabob Bahadur signifies Incoipparable Knight ; the 
Bahadurs in India being what the knights were in Europe. 
A great sovereign or general among the Mogols, after a 
battle, gives the dignity of Bahadur to a man of distinc- 
tion, one of the principal officers .who behaved with 
honour. If there has formerly existed any ceremony for 
the creation of a Bahadur, it is now out of use : all that 
is done at present is, that the general publicly praises his 
actions, and in his discourse always calls him Bahadur ) 
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hontlas, * Suba of Scirra, King of the Ca- 
narins and Corgues, Dayvaf of Mysore, 
Sovereign of the Empires of Cherquile and 


which title is afterwards given him by all the world indis- 
criminately. A Bahadur has great privileges; he may 
go every were completely armed, causing a gilt mace to 
be carried before him, and may appear thus even in the 
presence of any sovereign. When a Bahadur arrives at 
court, he demands an audience, which is always granted ; 
he presents himself with a helmet on, and armed in every 
other respect : the sovereign seeing him enter, rises and 
salutes him, and in conversation uses the term my brother ; 
because all the sovereigns dignify themselves with the title 
of Bahadur. Hyder was surnamed the Incomparable 
Bahadur ; the true signification of the word Nabob being 
incomparable ; for it is a title of honour, not of dignity ; 
however, by common custom, Nabob of Bangalore is used 
instead of Lord or Prince of Bangalore ; but literally it 
only signifies incomparable, or without equal, in Bangalore. 
This title being exclusive, it must in no case be given to 
an inferior in presence of his superior. Hyder, to shew 
that the title of Bahadur, which we have rendered Knight, 
but which literally implies Great Warrior, is above all 
other titles, signs, instead of his name, the two letters 
B. B. for Bahadur Bahadur, or Knight of Khights. He 
was also styled Hyder Shah or Bahadur Shah. 

* Nrfhondas Jll^diesone who is worthy of all the titles of 
honour. 

t Dayva, or regent. It will be hereafter seen how 
Hyder became regent of this kingdom. 
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€alicut,* which contain the kingdoms of Cana- 
nore, Cochin, Trevancoiir; Nabob of Bangalore, 
Ballapour, Bassapatnam, or Bisnagai*, &c. &c. 
Lord of the Mountains and Vallies, &c. &c.,f 
King of the Islands of the Sea, &c. &c.| 


* Sovereign of the empires of Cherquile and Calicut. 
The Portuguese were the first Europeans, who, arriving 
with their ships on the coast of Malabar, gave the title of 
Emperors to the sovereigns of these two countries. The 
name answers very ill to the power and extent of the 
states of Cherquile and Samorin. The only resemblance 
they have to emperors is, that they are the chiefs or heads 
of two confederations of petty princes, or Rajas, to whom 
the Portuguese gave the title of Kings, because they have 
a diadem and purple mantle, having the head wrapped in 
red muslin, and a stripe of gold fastened to the back of 
their head ; and wearing no other clothes than a kind of 
shirt of red gauze or muslin, reaching almost to their 
knees. Their pretended kings seldom possess a territory 
of more than two, or six leagues at the extreme. They 
go on foot, with their legs naked, followed by their cour- 
tiers barefoot, and armed with sabres and bucklers. 

t Hyder is Lord of Mallcaur or Carnate ; which two 
words, in different languages, imply. The Country of 
Mountains and Vallies. 

t We shall hereafter shew how this title of King of 
the Isles of the Sea was given, when his ^et madg the 
conquest of the Maldives, which are saiu to be twelve 
thousand in number. 

Mysore fell into the hands of Hyder Ali Khan 
about the year 1763, Bednore between 1763-5, Soonda in 
1764, Malabar in 1765-6, Barah Mhal in 1764-5, the petty 
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states of Hindoo Rajahs and of Purseram Bho^Y in 
1774 - 7 , Carnatic Balaghaut Bejapory in 1776 , Carnatic 
Balaghant Hydrabady in 1776 - 9 . Tippoo on his accession 
to the throne, added Adoni, Sanore, Koorke, Anagoondy, 
Kurpah, Kurnool, and Imteazgur. This Prince inherited 
sovereign sway over a tract of country comprehending a 
space of not less than 80,000 square Geographical miles, 
yielding a clear annual revenue of about three millions 
sterling, after deducting all cursory expences ; and peo- 
pled by upwards of six millions of inhabitants, including 
for the defence of the whole about one hundred and forty- 
four thousand, 1 , 44,000 well-disciplined troops, together 
with a standing militia of one hundred and eighty thou- 
sand, 1 , 80,000 men, under various denominations. The 
year 1786 appears to have been occupied by the Sul- 
tan in internal regulations; inspection of his forts, 
and examination of his treasures and stores. Soon after 
his return to Seringapatam, he ordered an inventory to 
be made of his property of every kind. The treasure, 
jewels, and other valuable articles, were estimated at 
eighty millions sterling. He had also 700 elephants, 6,000 
camels, 11,000 horses, 400,000 bullocks and cows, ^ 100,000 
butfaloes, 600,000 sheep, 300,000 firelocks, 300,000 match- 
locks, 200,000 swords, 22,000 pieces of cannon, of dif- 
ferent calibres, and an immense quantity of gunpowder 
and other military atores. His regular army consisted of 
19,000 cavalry, 10,000 artillery, and 70,000 infantry. He 
had besides 6,000 rocket men and 40,000 irregular infantry, 
and also a Militia of 180,000 men. Tippoo, at this period, 
forirfed a n^^ code of regulations for his army. He re- 
duced his cavalry, and augmented the infantry. He adopt- 
ed Persian and Tartar terms for the words of command, 
which were formerly given in English or French, and 
gave new names to the different divisions of the army. 
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V 

Hyder Ali Khan, son of Nadim Saeb, 
general of ten thousand horse ♦ in the army 



* General of ten thousand horse is nearly the same as 
lieutenant-general in France. In the army of the Mo- 
gols, all the degrees are conferred by patents, that give 


power and commission to raise ten thousand men for the 


H 
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of the empire, was horn in 1717 at Divanelli, 
a small fortress or castle l)ef<vcen Colar ami 
Oscota in the country of Bengtielour. This 
land was given in fief to his father, who was 
particularly attached to Nizam El Moulouc, 
Gr.and Vizier and Suha of Decan. Hyder Ali 
claimed the honor of being hy descent a Co- 
reishy, and consequently of the same tribe as 
the Arabian Prophet Mohnmcd. Wlien his 
ancestors emigrated from Mecca to India, is not 
known hut to his family alone, and it is stated, 
they were much respected in the district of 
Kohir, which is situated about the middle of 
the Peninsula, between Hydrahad and Gool- 
burgah ; and that several of them, held the 
honorably office of Judge. 

After the death of Nizam El Moulouc, 


service of the empire ; with the prerogative to name all 
the inferior officers, to keep them in discipline, and to 
distribute justice among them. As the cavalry is the 
most esteemed 8er,yice, the degree of general of ten 
thousand horse is the highest. This general has the right 
to cause any number of banners or streamers to be car- 
ried before him, and to cause a large square standard to 
be hoisted ftlujire hia^ tent, which is, at the same time, a 
mark of his jurisdiction. A general, or commander-in- 
chief, causes two to be hoisted. When the grand army 
of a Subaship is assembled, a large triangular standard is 
displayed at the head of the camp. 
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Niuliin Sael) retired to Divaiielli with his two 
sons, Ismael Saeb, and Ilyder. Ismael Saeb 
was much older than his brother. He enter- 
ed into the service of the king of Mysore ; 
and in a short time became his first general. 
I'he king of Mysore, as a reward for a vic- 
tory he had obtained over the Marattas, gave 
him the country and fortress of Bengueloiir ; 
which put him into a situation of having a 
l)ody of troops of his OAvn, that composed part 
of thq army of the king of Mysore, when 
Nascrjung made a descent upon the coast of 
Coromandel ^iu 1750. Ilyder, then about 
thirty-four years <dd, had never quitted his 
lather’s liouse. His father gave him the 
command of the quota of troops he was 
hound to furnish to the army of the Suba, lor 
his lordship of Hivanclli. It consisted only 
of lifty horsemen, and two hundred soldiers 
aimed with matchlocks. Ibrahim Saeh, tlie 
maternal uncle of Hyder, served him instead 
of a Mentor. 

Hyder being at the battle where Nascrjung 
ivas slain, the bravery of the French, who, 
to the number of eight humored, ^ondech hy 
four thousand Seapoys, had the courage to at- 
tack the army of the Mogols, then more than 
three hundred thousand strong, made such an 
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impression on his mind, that he was persuad- 
ed the French were capable of undertaking 
the most difficult enterprizes. <- Having fol- 
lowed Mouzafequng, successor to Naserjung» 
to Pondicherry, the observations he made in 
that city, upon the manners, discipline, for- 
tifications, buildings, arts, and industry of the 
French, gave him the highest esteem for that 
celebrated and warlike nation, and more espe- 
cially for M. Dupleix who was then governor. 

In 1751, Mouzafeijung having withdrawn 
his army to Golc’onda, Hyder whose father 
was dead, went to join his brother in Mysore. 
On the account the young man gave of the 
advantageous arms of the European, and their 
address in managing gi’eat guns, Meer Ismael 
Saeb dispatched a Guehre to Bombay, to pur- 
chase cannon, and musquets with bayonets. — 
This Persian, who died in 1767, purchased 
two thousand musquets, and six pieces of can- 
non, of the governor of Bombay. He like- ' 
wise enrolled thirty European sailors, of dif- 
ferent nations, that he collected on the coast 
of Malabar, to serve as canoniers. 

Meer Itoiael .Saeb, brother to Hyder, was 
thus the first Indian who formed a corps of 
Seapoys armed with firelocks and bayonets, 
and who had a train of artillery served by 
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Europeans. 'Fliis procured him new advan- 
tages over the enemies of the king of Mysore, 
and increasedothe esteem and Iriendship of that 
prince for him. 

Nand Raja, brother to the king of My- 
sore, and Dayva, * having formed an army to 
make a descent ujjon the coast of Coroman- 
del, and join that of tlie Engli.sh, Hyder, at 
the recommendation of his brother, obtained 
the command of the cavahy of this army. 
The English, aided by the Mysorians, forced 
the French troops, combined with those of 
Chanda Saelf, to surrender themselves prison- 
ers of war, and to give up the Paged of“ Schiv- 
nigam, in which they had taken refuge. It 
was on this occasion that Chanda Sach was 
made prisoner. Nand Raja afterwards quar- 
lelling with the English, M. Dupleix fonned 
an alliance with him ; and it was agreed to lay 
siege to Trichnapoli, a strong place on the river 
Caveri, with an army composed of French 
forces, together with those of Mysore, and 
those of Chanda Saeb,-|' Nabob of Arcot. The 

* Nand Raja was Dayva, which signi^^ regonj, as 
Ryder is at present. It will hereafter be seen how this 
prince lost the regency. 

t Chanda Saeb, as has been shewn in the Introduction, 
was the Nabob acknowledged by the French. 
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English, who were the allies of Mohumcd Ali 
Khan,* competitor of Chanda Saeb, had then 
a garrison in Trichnapoli. , 

When the f'rench set out from Pondicherry, 
in 1752, to join Nanda Ra,ja, they were 
haiTassed in their march by a body of Mahrat- 
ta cavalry, commanded by a chief allied witli 
the English. On this occasion the comman- 
dant of the French troo 2 )s wrote to the regent 
of Mysore to send him a reinforcement. 

Hyder was sent to his assistance, gt the 
head of eighteen Imndred horse. It was then 
that Hyder began to be known tt> the French, 
and to acquire some reputation among the 
Europeans, whence he had his pretended name 
of Andernec. Before that time, the French, 
the English, and other European nations, had 
very little connection with, or knowledge of, 
the interior parts of the country ; and there 
was not perhaps two Frenchmen at Pondi- 
cheiTy that could converse in the language ol' 
the Mogols, wltich is a kind of Persian, and 
is commonly called Moors. The officers and 
soldiers had no other interpreters than their 
Dabashis.Sjr Mg.labar domestics, who knew 
only their own language and a sort of corrupt 


See the Introduction. 
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Portuguese. The Malabar language, though 
very regular, is i)erha2)s the ijoorest language 
in being : so fchat the word Dore signifies Mr. 
or Sir; and to exj)ress the word governor, 
general, or the superior Sir, they say Peri-dore, 
which is the great Sir, or Master ; and in 
the same manner, to denote any chief whatso- 
ever, the Malabar language has only the word 
Naic; and they use Tanjaor Naic to signify 
the king or Raja of Tanjaor ; and Narim 
Naic, and Chahri Naic, to denote the seijeant 
Narim, or the corjioral Chahri ; and the name 
flgder Naic nnjilying the chief Ilyder, the 
French have formed it into Andemec. It is 
this name of Naic that has caused it to he 
imagined that Hyder had been a cor2)oral of 
Sea|)oys. He was then called Hyder Saeb, 
which is the same as Mr. Hyder. His name 
was enlarged in pro2)ortion as his power in- 
creased, as the custom is among the Mogols ; 
find he is now called Hyder Ali Khan Baha- 
dur or Bahadur Shah. 

When the French army had joined that of 

Mysore, Hyder,* whose camp then formed 

; ^ 

* M, de Maissin, who commanded the French at tliat 

time, 13 the author of this anecdote, which sufficiently 
confutes the several stories that have been circulated re- 
specting Hyder’s intentions. 
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the left wing of the Mysorian army, came 
and encamped himself to the right of the 
French, in spite of all the arguments of the 
French commandant, and the regent of My- 
sore ; and, however disagreeable it was to the 
French to see themselves as it were cooped 
up, he would not remove from the station he 
had assumed. He infonned the commandant 
that he wished to be near the French, that he 
might learn from them the art of war. In 
fact, he was very attentive and exact in ob- 
serving every thing that passed in the French 
camp ; and caused several of their evolutions* 
to be repeated, as well an was in his power, 
in his own camp. — ^Tliis repetition caused some 
diversion to the French officers and soldiers, 
whom he was attentive to please by his polite- 
ness and good manners. But it was not with 
any satisfaction they observed that Hyder had 
drawn the most active and intelligent French 
soldiers into his service. He had still in his 
service, in 1770 the Sicur Stenetf, son of a 
Cent-Suisse of Versailles, who was a volun- 


^ HyderTVhough' general of cavalry in the army of 
Mysore, had troops of his own. — The left is the post of 
honour in India. 


t He was then captain in the artillery. 
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loci’ at tlie siege of Tricliiiopoli in 1753 : lie 
took him at that time into his service, and 
sent Jiim to bis brother in Mysore, as lie did 
every other Frenchman that chose to engage 
in his service. These enrollments were made 
with some dexterity ; and, as there was need 
of his services, the French commandant wink- 
ed at tlie irrcgnlarity of tlie proceeding. 

General Lawrence, wlio was then only ma- 
jor, attempting to tlirow some sncconrs and a 
convoy into Trichnopoli, received a consider- 
alile check ; of which, in his Memoirs, he gives 
all the honour to Ilyder and his cavalry. Eng- 
lish jealousy perhaps induced him to diminish 
the merit ol' the French ; hut it is certain that 
flyder distinguished himself highly on this 
occasion. 

In 1755, Nand Raja* having quitted tin' 
French to return to Mysore, Flyder made a 
particular treaty with M. Dupleix, hy whiiL 
he engaged to remain with his troops, fonn- 
ing a body of six thousand men, till the cap- 


* The cause of the retreat of Nand Raja ^Ih the af my 
of Mysore, was, that M. de Bussi, with a body of 
French, had accompanied Salabutjung, Suba of Dccan, 
when he came to Seringapatam, capital of Mysore, and 
exacted contributions. 


I 
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ture of Triclinopoli ; and lie did not rclurn 
to Mysore till Mr. Godelien, successor to 
M. Duplcix, had made a truce with the Eng- 
lish, and given orders to raise the siege of 
Triclinopoli. In 1756, Hydcr being informed 
of the death of his brother, as he was on his 
way to rejoin him, hastened to receive the 
succession that had devolved to him by the 
law ; his brother having no male children. 
This death jiut him in possession of a hand- 
some fortress, a fertile territory, and a body of 
troops, which, joined to his own, amounted 
to above fifteen thousand men, including two 
hundred Europeans, and three thousand of 
excellent cavalry. Tlie king of Mysore hav- 
ing the same confidence in him as his brother 
Ismael, appointed him generalissimo of his 
army. 

The kings of Mysore being Bramins, had 
united the royal dignity and the priesthood ; 
and, to be more venerable in the eyes of their 
people, they afKcted to appear in public only 
twice a year ; namely, on those days when 
they presided at the solemn ceremonies of 
th& reli^n. And in order to appear solely 
occupied with the sacred mysteries, wEich they 
celebrated with pomp and magnificence, they 
abandoned the government to a Dayva, or re- 
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geiit, who, till the time of Nancl Raja, had 
always been one of the king’s nearest rela- 
tions. But aiBrainin, named Canero, favourite 
of this prince, persuaded him to assume the 
government himself, and forsake his brother 
Nand Raja. This last, who had neither the 
capacity nor the application, nor even the finn- 
ness, necessary to supjwrt himself in this dig- 
nity, made no resistonce ; and preferred ba- 
nishment to the frontier to the hazard of 
making the least remonstrance. 

Canero having taken entire possession of 
the mind of Ihe king, was declared his minis- 
ter, and charged with the administration ol' 
affairs. Hyder kept his command of the 
army. 

The power, the reputation, and the love of 
the soldiery that were possessed by Hyder, 
ought to have secured him from the envy and 
jealousy of this ambitious minister : but Ca- 
nero, sacrificing every thing to those p,assions, 
ventured even to make a private treaty with 
the Marattas, enemies of the state. In con- 
sequence of this treaty, the Maratta anny 
entered Mysore in the rainy seaifim, at the 
moment when Hyder least expected them, 
and, deceived by Canero, had dispersed his 
troops. 
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The approach of the Marattas, anti their 
superiority in number, obliged him to advance 
towards Seringapatam, capital of the king- 
dom, that offered him a sure asylum in the 
island on which the city is situated, and which 
cannot be entered, when the Caveri is swelled 
by the rains, but by the bridge of Seringapa- 
tam. 

Canero, who in another situation, would 
have done his utmost to have prevented Hy- 
der from entering the royal city, pressed him 
to pitch his camp on the island. Hyder fell 
into the snare of the perfidious 6ramin. He 
passed the bridge and went through the town 
with his army, which he encamped at the op- 
posite extremity of the island. Tlie Maratta 
army soon appeared, and invested that part of 
the river, where it is fordable in the usual 
state of the waters. 

Hyder, having no suspicion of the treachery 
of Canero, depended on the well-furnished 
magazines of the city for the subsistence of 
his troops. But he was in the highest asto- 
nishment the day after the arrival of the 
Marattas, when 'he beheld the gates of the 
city shut ; and was informed that Canero had 
determined that the whole army should perish, 
either by hunger or the cannon of the city. 
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unless they, delivered up Hyder to the king, 
who had strong reason lor securing his person. 
'Fliis account •convinced Hyder that Canero 
had sworn his destruction. He sent several 
officers to treat with him ; hut the day was 
consumed without effect. When the night 
was closed in, he sent for the chiefs of the dif- 
ferent corps into his tent. lie thanked them 
[or their fidelity to him, and assured them 
that he would not be the cause of the loss of 
so many brave men. He advised them to 
arrange their affair, at the break of day, as 
well as they coidd, with Canero ; and infonn- 
ed them that he should determine for himself 
in the course of that very night. At the same 
time he gave six month’s pay and gi’atilication 
to the whole army, which was distributed to 
the soldiers before any treaty was made with 
Canero. He then embraced the principal 
officers, telling them that he depended on 
their friendship when a favourable ojiportuni- 
ty might arrive ; and afterw*ards dismissed 
them. About midnight, assembling thirty of 
his men on whose fidelity and h^very he 
could rely, he committed a quantity^f gold*to 
the charge of each ; and, putting himself at 
their head, attempted to pass the river by 
swimming. He succeeded ; and happily elud- 
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ing the Maratta army, kept a direct course, 
vvitliout stopping, till lie arrived at Banga- 
lore, which is thirty leaguest distant from 
Seringapatam. 

When he came near this fortress, he sent one 
of his friends to his uncle Ibrahim Ali Khan 
to Avhom he had entrusted the government, 
to inform him, that though he had formerly 
possessed lands, fortresses, treasures, and an 
army, he had now no more remaining than 
thirty friends, who were determined to share 
his fortune ; that he therefore Legged him to 
say, with sincerity, whether he could still rely 
on his friendship ; and that his answer would 
determine whether he should come to Ban- 
galore, or seek an asylum elsewhere. His 
uncle having received this message, mounted 
his horse, and returned with the messenger of 
Hyder. ‘‘ Courage !” said he, on meeting his 
nephew, “ nothing is lost that you have trust- 
ed in my hands ; and God will assist you to 
recover the rest.” Hyder embraced him, and 
they entered Bangalore. 

Secin^himself thus in possession of a strong 
place, h(^egan«to hope for the re-establish- 
ment of his affairs ; and his wishes w ere soon 
partly realized, by the unforeseen arrival ol 
almost all his cavalry, which the brave Mcer 
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Mughcloom Ali Khan, his hrother-in-hu\ , 
hroiight after him. 

At tlie time* that Canero was in treaty n itli 
tlie chiefs of’ Hydcr’s army, Mughcloom seizing 
(lie instant of a sudden and nnexjiected de- 
crease of the Caveri, crossed the river at the 
liead of three tlioiisand horse ; and overthrow- 


ing every force the Marattas hronglit to opjiose 
liini, he opened a passage, andamved at ban- 
galore by favour of the woods and moun- 
tains he was perfectly accpiainted with, having 
lost a very inconsiderable number of men. 

Ilyder made use of every resource. He 
raised troops with the utmost celerity ; and 
being necessarily on the defensive, he began a 
war of stratagem with the Marattas, second- 
ed by his brother-in-law, and assisted by the 
nature of the country. 

In the year 1760, at the time he was busied 
in defending his own projier home, Pondi- 
cherry being in great danger, he detached 
seven thousand men, at the ’request of M. 
Pally, to assist the French, under the com- 


mand of his brother-in-law Mughdojjm. 

Mughcloom, in his way to Pondicheny, 
placed a gamson in the fortress of Thiagar, 
which the Sieur Mariol put into his hands, by 
order of M. Lally ; and the garrison of that 



04 


THE HISTORY OF 


place, consisting of three hundred Freneh and 
twelve hundred sepoys, having joined the anny 
of Hyder, Mughdoom after repedling a party of 
the English, who pretended to dispute the 
passage of a river, encamped on the glacis ol 
Pondicherry, where he remained two months ; 
and threw several convoys into the place, with- 
out being able to prevail on M. Lally to en- 
camp without the town. lie returned to Hyder. 
bringing with him all the French cavalry under 
the Sicurs Alain and Hughel, and such work- 
men as were at Pondicherry : a precious ac- 
quisition, which has highly contributed to the 
success of Hyder, by furnisliing him witli 
skilful armourers, carpenters, and other work- 
men from the arsenal of Pondicherry, c(dlect- 
cd with much expence and trouble by the 
French. Mughdoom, on his return, passing by 
Tlriagar, withdrew his garrison ; and the 
French replaced some sepoys in the same ; ^ 
Mughdoom saying, with a generous spirit of 
integrity, that" as the place was to have been 
the reward for delivering Pondicherry, justice 
requireij^iim to restore it, since he had failed 
ill the attempt.* 

Tliis action, however, may perhaps have 
been more political than generous. But the 
fact is, that Thiagar was not surrendered to 
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the English till after the capture of Pondi- 
cherry. 

During the absence of Mughdoom, Hyder 
made a truce with the Marattas, a nation very 
averse to long wars. This Nabob, esteeming 
the French in the highest degree, saw with 
great satisfaction a fine corps of cavalry of 
that nation in his army ; and he was still more 
rejoiced to behold them accompanied by a 
body of workmen, for want of whose assist- 
ance he was in no small distress. His brother- 
in-law, who had conciliated the affection of 
all who knew him, was doubtless entitled to 
the most honourable reception. Hyder, on 
the contrary, received him with coolness, and 
even with indignation ; making it a crime that 
he had not accomplished the object of his mis- 
sion, by raising the siege of Pondicherry ; 
and, without waiting for his reply, he degrad- 
ed him to the rank of simple cavalier, as being 
unworthy of any command. This treatment, 
which astonished all the woVld, was highly 
mortifying to the officers and soldiers who had 
borne a part in the expedition. Many of 
them, particularly the, French, spoke to Hyfier 
in favour of his brother-in-law ; but he ap- 
pearing always in anger, but at the same time 
wilhng to do justice, consented to assemble all 

If 
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the chiefs of his army, and allowed the friends 
of Mughdoom to give a detail of his conduct 
during the expedition to Pondicherry. The 
whole assembly unanimously extolling the 
merit of Mughdoom, Hyder ordered his grand 
sawari * to be immediately prepared ; and be- 
ing on his march to the house of his bro- 
ther-in-law, followed by the whole assembly, 
he met him in the bazar, f where he was 
walking on foot like a common soldier. As 
soon as Hyder saw him, he descended from 
his elephant, approached Mughdoom and em- 
braced him cordially several times, and ad- 
dressed him nearly in these words : “ I find, 
“ by the account of your friends, that I was 
“ wrong in blaming your conduct, and was 
“ going to your house to make an apology 
“ for my error. I am happy that I have met 
“ you, that the satisfaction 1 make may be 
“ the more public.” Tlien causing him to 
mount the king’s own elephant, he conducted 


* Sawari is a word that signifies the grand retinue of 
thegsoverei^ig on occasions of ceremony. It will be des- 
cribed in a future part of this work. 

t The bazar is that part of a city or camp where the 
shops of the merchants are situated. The streets of the 
bazar being usually covered, it is common to walk there. 
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him to his own house, riding before him on 
horseback, with all his attendants in proces- 
sion, and followed by the people and soldiery ; 
who, happy at the reconciliation of Hyder 
with Mughdoom sang his praises, in which 
his brother-in-law was not forgotten. 

The conduct of Hyder in this transaction 
was founded in justice ; but, according to all 
appearance, it was not less the effect of policy. 
He was then looking forward at a great fortune,, 
and Was desirous of convincing his officers, 
that, as he hc^d not spared his brother-in-law, 
who was his dearest friend, he shoul^ not fail 
in punishing any neglect of duty in them. 

Hyder lost no time in turning the arrival 
of the French to his advantage. He spread 
the news by his emissaries, magnifying their 
number ; and, avowing his intention to march 
to Seringapatam, he invited all the great men 
of Mysore to join him for the purpose of de- 
livering the king from the power of the trea- 
cherous Canero, and to restore the govern- 
ment in conformity to the laws of the king- 
dom. Nand Raja, who had always held a 
secret correspondence with Hyder, quitted his 
exile and joined him ; and it is said, that he 
furnished him with large sums of money to 
raise troops and increase his army. 
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Canero, knowing the activity of Hyder, was 
not remiss in his preparations. He collected 
an army vastly more numerous* than that of 
Hyder ; and, by virtue of caresses and rewards, 
gained to his party those Europeans who had 
managed the artillery of Hyder before his 
flight. His artillery was, besides, far superior 
in number and quality, so that he did not fear 
to go out of the town, and waited for Hyder 
at Cenapatam, an open village seven leagues 
distant from Seringapatam. 

The two armies were encamped at the dis- 
tance of three leagues asunder. The depen- 
dence of Hyder on his own troops, and hopes 
he had been encouraged to form from his 
French succours, did not prevent his employ- 
ing stratagem against his enemy. Success 
attended his attempts. 

There was a lady at Seringapatam, com- 
monly called the old Dayva, because her hus- 
band, brother of the king and of Nand Raja, 
had been regent or Dayva of the kingdom. 

This lady had possessed great power during 
the^ regeasy of her husband, who left her ex- 
tremely rich. Nand Raja, her brother-in- 
law, on his accession to the regency, had not 
that respect and consideration she thought 
were due to her : from that moment she de- 
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dared herself his enemy, and contributed 
ijiuch to his loss of the regency. Tliis prin- 
cess had always protected Hyder and his bro- 
ther ; and, as her conduct was not very exem- 
plary, the scandalous chronicle affirmed, that 
Hyder and his brother shared her private 
favours. Tliough distant from Seringapatam, 
Hyder had always kept up an intimate corres- 
pondence with this lady, who was not a friend 
to Canero, though apparently, from policy, 
much attached to him. On the assurance that 
Hyder gave her, that Nand Raja should never 
be regent, she promised to serve him to the 
utmost of her power, and even supplied him 
with large sums of money. 

Hyder, to make every advantage of the 
friendship of this lady, on whom he had an 
entire reliance, transmitted to her fictitious 
letters, addressed to the principal heads of the 
army of Canero, in which he appeared to pre- 
scribe, in consequence of an agreement long 
established, operations to be made by them 
upon certain signals appointed by Hyder. 
The intention of these manceuvresywas ap- 
parently that of surrounding Canero at ffie 
commencement of the battle, and preventing 
his escape. The lady having received these 
letters, repaired to the camp of Canero the 
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night preceding the battle : she gave him the 
letters ; and, by an artful conversation on the 
business, increased the consternation of the 
minister : the consequence was, that he imme- 
diately retired to Seringapatam, leaving the 
command of the army to an old general named 
Peer Khan, whom he believed to he in his 
interests, hut who was really the friend of 
Hyder. 

Hyder, informed of every thing as it hap- 
pened, marched with his aiTny at the break of 
day to approach that of Canero, thrown into 
great agitation by his departure. The news 
of this precipitate march augmented the confu- 
sion, and the general was by no means desirous 
of removing it. A number of deserters from 
Canero’s army arrived in the camp of Hyder, 
with the news of his flight. As soon as that 
Nabob heard their report, he caused his army 
to halt, and sent a messenger to the general of 
the other army to propose a conference, pub- 
licly assuring him, that his exertions were di- 
rected against the traitor Canero, and not the 
king ai»(i, kingdom of Mysore. Peer Khan 
after taking the Rdvice of the principal chiefs 
of his army, consented to a conference with 
Hyder and Nand Raja, in the presence of the 
two armies ; when it was resolved, to the great 
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satisfaction of the soldiers, that they should 
unite, and form but one army ; and that a de- 
putation should be sent immediately to the 
king of Mysore, praying him to drive the trai- 
tor Canero out of tlie kingdom, as a declared 
enemy of the king and the state. When tlie 
two armies were united, Hyder, to the sur- 
prise of every one, commanded before him 
the Europeans who had formerly been attach- 
ed to his service and that of his brother : he 
made them ground their arms, and, giving 
every one a stroke, after the manner of the 
Indians, when they dishonour or degrade any 
one, he drove them out of his camp. He was 
induced to this severity, as he said, because 
these soldiers, having been loaded with favours 
by his brother and himself, were the only men 
of all his troops who had presumed to cany 
arms against him. The French cavaby from 
Pondicherry were present at this execution, 
and pretended to approve it. 

The deputation from the arrdy being anived 
at Seringapatam, the answer of the king, 
dictated, no doubt, by Canero, was, ^at they 
were traitors, and that the king wodld 
punish them. On this answer, it was re- 
solved to lay siege to Seringapatam ; which 
was immediately done, to prevent Canero 
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from calling in the assistance of the Ma- 
rattas. 

The inhabitants of the city had no sooner 
heard the report of a few cannon, than they 
assembled, and remonstrated in strong terms 
against Canero, excited, most probably, by 
the dowager Dayva ; who at length prevailed 
on the king to deliver Canero to the army, 
and to declare Hyder regent instead of Nand 
Raja, who expected the appointment, and 
supposed Hyder would be contented with 
the post of generalissimo. 

Upon his accepting the regency, Hyder 
made every submission to appease Nand Raja. 
He gave him a considerable territory, and 
made a promise, both in writing and by oath, 
that he would never make any attempt on his 
liberty, property, or life, but would always re- 
gard him as his brother. 

Hyder afterwards caused the Bramin doctors 
to be assembled to judge Canero. He was 
condemned to 'death for having invited a fo- 
reign enemy into the kingdom, and levying 
war agj^st the king’s most faithful subjects. 
By virtue of his ■power as regent, Hyder spared 
his life, and commuted his punishment into 
that of being shut up in an iron cage in the 
middle of the most public place" t)f Banga- 
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lore; where it is still to be seen, with the 
bones of this unhappy favourite, who lived two 
years in the* cage, exposed to the insults of a 
populace that adored Hyder. 

As a beginning of his performance of the 
duty of a regent, Hyder caused an exact ac- 
count to be made out of the royal revenues, to- 
gether with the treasure and j ewels . He found 
that the greatest part of the jewels, instead of 
being in the treasury, were in pawn with the 
court, banker,* who had advanced money 


* \ 

* In every great city of Hindostan, especially those whore 
courts are kept, there are rich bankers, named Sarcars. 
They are all Guzerats, or natives of that country. Their 
integrity or credit, as well as their skill in business, is 
much esteemed. Their business is properly that of ban- 
kers, borrowing or lending money, furnishing or taking 
letters of exchange on all places, not excepting even those 
at which they have no correspondence. In this last case, 
they make use of money porters, who carry money to any 
distance, charging their carriage at per league. These 
men may be depended on ; and it is« related, that one of 
them having carried off a considerable sum belonging to a 
banker at Madras, the rest of the people following the 
same occupation assembled, and reimburse^Aie banker, 
though under no obligation to do it^ and two of theih im- 
mediately repaired to Goa, where the thief had taken re- 
ftige, and, cutting off his head, brought it to Madras, 
where it was carried to all the bankers to be seen, in order 
that the punishment of the crime might ensure a continu- 

L 
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when Salahetjung, Suba of Decan, accom- 
panied by M. Bussi, came as far as the gates 
of Seringapatam, and forced the ‘king of My- 
sore to pay contributions. 

Hyder being infomed that this man had 
acquired the whole of his immense fortune in 
the service of the state, was displeased that he 
had demanded pledges on lending money to 
the government. He ordered the jewels to be 
taken out of his hands, and liis due paid him ; 
but at the same time nominated a commission 
to inspect his accounts. The commissioners 
having found him guilty of fraud and extor- 
tion in his dealings with the state, condemned 
him to perpetual imprisonment and confisca- 
tion of all his property. Tlie luxury of this 


ation of their confidence. Letters of exchange are far 
more ancient in India than in Europe ; but are not drawn 
to order, which creates a difficulty in case of the death or 
absence of the person in whose favour they are drawn. 
This diflficulty is in s6me measure obviated by naming se- 
veral persons in the same bill : so that the letter of ex- 
change drawn by an Indian banker runs, Pay to John, 
or in his afiltoce to Peter, or in his absence to James, &c.” 

Besides dealing in money, these bankers traffic likewise 
in precious stones, coral, pearls, and gold and silver plate. 
Some of them are very rich ; and there are insurance 
companies of great credit at Surat, at Madras, and at 
Calcutta, entirely composed of Guzerat bankers. 
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banker was enormous. It is said that his 
children had cradles of gold suspended from 
the ceiling ,hy chains of the same metal. 
Hyder caused the judgment to be put in exe- 
cution, but gave him a j)ension to subsist on ; 
and placed his sons in the service, where they 
have been preferred. 

Order and regularity were soon established 
in the finances, and Hyder then jn'ocecded to 
compel a number of petty tyrants, known by 
the name of Palleagars, * to evacuate their 
fortresses. He was under the necessity of 
using force ^ith some of them, but the great- 
er part treated with him in a friendly manner. 
He compelled likewise many Rajas, vassals 
and tributaries to the kingdom of Mysore to 
acknowledge their dependence, and pay the 
tribute with punctuality and exactness. He 
likewise obliged many neighbouring kings, 
such as the kings of Canara, the Marattas, and 
the Patan Nabobs of Canour, Curpa, Sanour, 
and many others to restore the lands they had 


* The Palleagars are people who inhamt castles or 
small fortresses. There are many in India, but there 
does not exist one in all the dominions of Hyder. This 
name is given only to Hindoos, and is not properly appli- 
ed to Mogols. 
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usurped from the kingdom of Mysore. But 
he did not accomplish all this without declar- 
ing war, and obtaining many victories over 
them. The Patans were dreaded through all 
Hindostan, for their valour and their perfidy. 
Hyder acquired great reputation by the signal 
victory he gained over the three Nabobs, 
near Sanour ; for which he was indebted to 
the bravery and spirited evolutions of the 
French cavalry under M. Hughel. 

This victory of Sanour induced Busalut- 
jung. Nabob of Adonis, and brother of Nizam 
Ali Khan, Suba of Decan, to serid an embas- 
sy to him. 

Those princes were at war with the Marat- 
tas, who had lately received a considerable 
check on the banks of the Kisna, in a battle 
they had lost against the united armies of the 
Grand Vizier * of the empire, and of Abdali, 
king of the Patansf, in which sixty thousand 
Marattas were left on the spot. 


* This Grand Vizier was Shahaboodeen Khan, or other- 
wise nam%^ Suja Dowla, who succeeded his grand- 
father Nizam El Mpulouc, and his father Gawzoodeen 
Khan. — He is, besides, sovereign of an extensive territory 
on the Ganges. 

t This Abdali is king of Candahar. When he had 
joined his army to that of Suja Dowla, they drove the 
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Busalutjung had laid siege to Scirra, a strong 
place situated between his dominions and the 
kingdom of Mysore, and gives the title to a 
Subaship; of which the whole district has 


Marattas from Delhi as far as Kisna, where the fugitives 
crossed the river, and waited to defend the passage. The 
Patans and the Mogols several times attempted to cross 
the river, but could not succeed, many Patans being 
taken prisoners in the attempt. Kagogi, general of the 
Marattas, caused them to be brought before him, and 
proposed* to them to join the Marattas. They replied, 
that Mahomudans were not made to serve, but to com- 
mand other merf Kagogi demanded, if they were 
stronger or more courageous than other men ? To which 
they replied. Give us arms, and you shall see. As they 
were very few in number, Kagogi caused arms to be 
given them ; and they instantly fell upon the Marattas, 
who were obliged to put them all to the sword. Abdali 
and Suja Dowla, finding too much diflSculty in forcing a 
passage over the Kisna, made use of stratagem. They 
pretended to quarrel, and Abdali departed, as if intend- 
ing to return to his own dominions. Kagogi, being ad- 
vised of this, passed the Kisna to attack Suja Dowla, 
who pretended to avoid him ; but, sending intelligence to 
Abdali, the two allies joined, and faced their enemy. 
The Marattas were attacked, and gave way ; and, being 
vigorously followed, they lost sixty thousan«i^en, for 
want of time to repass the Kisna. Kagogi was general 
only for the minority of Madharao, his nephew, whom he 
caused to be assassinated. The Marattas did not suffer 
him to retain the regency during the minority of the son 
of Madhorao, but expelled him» He took refuge among 
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been eitlier seized by the Marattas, or united 
to the Subaship of Decan. This prince ima- 
gined, that taking advantage of the defeat of 
the Marattas, he should easily get possession 
of Scimx, and, by that means, become of equal 
rank with his brother, by acquiring the title of 
Suba. But, his army not being equal to the 
undertaking, he experienced a resistance that 
would have reduced him to the shameful ne- 
cessity of raising the siege, if he had not been 
advised to form an alliance with Hyder ; 
who was glad to assist him. He did not, 
however, consent to join his army till he had 
previously made an advantageous treaty. In 
this treaty it was agreed, that Hyder should 
appear before Scirra with his large aimy, and a 
numerous artillery ; that Busalutjung and him- 
self should cairy on the siege conjointly, till 
the place was taken ; that as soon as it should 
suiTender, each army should take possession 
on its respective side of attack ; that all the ' 
artillery, amm'iinition, and in general every 
thing that could be carried away, should be the 
share Busalutjung, who should either take 
it in kind, or receive the value from Hyder ; 

the English at Bombay, who espoused his cause. This is 
precisely the event that occasioned the war between the 
Marattas and that European nation. 
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and, that this last should take possession of 
the place. 

Hyder being airived before the place 'vvith a 
well-disciplined anny, and a grand train of 
artillery served by Europeans, made his attack 
in a manner very different from that made 
use of by Busalntjung. By successful under- 
mining, he blew up two bastions and the cur- 
tain, which forced the besieged to suiTender 
at discretion, and increased the ten’or his arms 
had spread over the extensive empire of India. 

In the execution of the treaty between 
these two princes, Busalntjung, who was al- 
ways afterwards called the Merchant by 
Hyder, preferred the receiving money for his 
share of the capture ; and it was now that 
Hyder was declared Suba of Scirra, by the 
Emperor sending him an embassy with all 
the highest honors annexed to the title, and 
marks of the dignity of Suba such as the rich 
round palankeen, and Mahee Muratib, the 
fish’s head, set with precious stones, &c. &c. 
&c. It was thus that Hyder born a private 
gentleman found himself raised to tk^ rank 
of the greatest princes of Inditi ! * 


The Subas are at present the greatest princes in India, 
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At the time of his receiving the title and 
honors of Suba of Scirra, he engaged to make 
war on the Marattas ; w^ho had then seen the 
end of their empire, if the sons of Nizam 
El Moulouc had possessed as much courage 
and intelligence as Hyder ; and if, more espe- 
cially, the king of the Patans had not aban- 
doned his allies, and returned into his own 
country, satisfied with the immense plunder 
he had obtained. 

Hyder, continuing the war with • success 
against the Marattas, took Marksira and Mag- 
gheri, strong places in the district of Scirra, 
as well as the kingdom of Bisnagar or Bassa- 
patam. But the Marattas having collected 
their forces against him, he, by the pusillani- 
mity of his allies, had nearly lost his life, 
having received a stroke on the head with a 
sabre, in a battle in which neither side gained 
the victory.* A few days afterwards he con- 
cluded a truce for three years ; and preserved 
his conquests ‘by paying a sum of money to 
the general of that nation. 

Thhi war was scarcely finished, when a 
new opportunity presented itself for extend- 


and regard themselves as the representatives of the em- 
peror. They are above the tributary kings of the empire. 
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ing the power and reputation of Hyder. Tlie 
son of the queen of Canara had escaped from 
Rana Bidnoor, capital of that kingdom, and 
came to the Suha at Bisnagar, to implore his 
assistance, that his mother might he com- 
j)cllcd to put him in possession of the king- 
dom of his ancestors ; the regency of which 
she had held since the death of her husband, 
the late king, and father of the young jnince, 
and still retained it, though her son had arrived 
at the iige prescribed by law for him to take 
charge of the government himself. 

As the kingdom of Canara was comprized 
in the subaship of Scirra, the prince could 
carry his complaint with jn’opriety to no other 
tribunal than that of Hyder. The young 
prince was therefore favourably received, and 
his mother was cited, by an ambassador of 
Hyder, to appear before the Suba at a time 
lixed. 

This woman, who possessed a degree of 
courage unusual in her sex, and wlio, Ifom the 
anarchy that had long reigned in the Mogol’it 
empire, was habituated to despise tlj/ orders 
of the emperor and his officers, replied to the 
ambassador of Hyder, that she was queen, 
and knew no superior. f)n this answer, which 
Hyder expected, war was determined oii 


M 
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against the queen ; but the nature of the 
country proinised to throw many difficulties 
in the way of the expedition. • 

Rana Bidnoor, capital of the kingdom of 
Canara, is one of the largest and best peopled 
cities of India. It contains at least sixty 
thousand souls ; among whom are about thirty 
thousand Christians, who have great privi- 
leges. This considerable population is, how- 
ever, by no means proportionate to the extent 
of the city, whose circuit exceeds three 
leagues. It will not be found that this is an 
exaggeration, when it is considered, that there 
are streets in it, nearly in a right line, of two 
leagues in length. Besides, the greatest part 
of the ground on which the town stands is 
inhabited by great men and nobility, whose 
houses are each in the midst of a large garden, 
enclosing vast basons or reservoirs of water, as 
well for the purposes of pleasure as utility. 
A prodigious number of trees, planted in 
these gardens, shade all the streets ; which are 
watered on each side by a rivulet of clear and 
limpid Vater, and have no other pavement 
than a fine gravel. 

Tliis beautiful city is situated near a small 
mountain, at whose summit is a eonsiderable 
fortress, since much more strongly fortified 
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by Hyder. The mountain is in a plain about 
five or six leagues in diameter, environed by 
mountains and forests that extend for more 
than twenty leagues every way, and are not 
to be passed but by narrow passages, defended 
by forts at a small distance from each other. 
These circumstances render the access to the 
city extremely difficult for an army, that may 
be checked at every step by an inconsiderable 
force, and cannot encamp but in the length of 
a stony passage, where it is liable to be attack- 
ed by the people of the country, who know 
all the secret passages, and can continually 
lay in ambush to annoy their enemy. Tlie 
woods cannot be cut down, much less burn- 
ed, * without infinite labour ; and they are 
filled with tigers, bears, elephants, and every 
species of venomous reptiles. 

A mass of such almost insuperable obstacles 
as presented themselves to Hyder, ought to 
have deterred him from his enterprize, if he 
had not been accompanied’ by the y(3ung 
prince, who was beloved by the people and 
the men in power ; while the queen hii/mother 


* In these forests arc a prodigious number of bamboos, 
a tree that cannot be burned without first cutting it 
down and drying it. 
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as detested bj tbcm, as w ell for her haugh- 
tiness and pride, as lor having contracted a 
second marriage with a Bramin, contrary to 
, the law of the place, which jirohibits the 
widows ol' their tings from marrying a second 
time. 

Ilyder, determined to make the attempt, 
left Bisnagar, carrying with him the prince of 
Canara, at the head of 6,000 men of his best 
cavalry, and some Caleros, men habituated to 
traverse the mountains and forests. He was 
followed by a number of oxen, * loaded with 
rice ; and w ith no other baggage* he advanced, 
by forced marches, towards the capital of Ca- 
nara. His movement was so rapid, that he 
passed on without finding any obstacle, and 
arrived on the plain of Bidnoor before the 


* Oxen are of the greatest utility in India, both for 
draught and carriage. This species, which is but little 
varied in Europe, is very much so in India, much more 
than any other species of animals. There arc some ex- 
tremely tall, some middle sized, and some small. They 
work at the plough, draw all sorts of carriages, and go 
very fasf^^ Some have their horns strait, others curved, 
and others have none, at all. The greater number have a 
hunch on the back ; and generally it is an animal of the 
greatest utility, whioh is still more enhanced by the consi- 
deration, that after doing much service, its flesh is eatable, 
and its skin tanned for leather. 
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queen had received any news of his march. 
His cavalry, accustomed to every kind of 
gi-ound, terrified the Canarins, who had never 
beheld a legion of that kind. The good disci- 
jdine observed by his troops, and the sight of 
the legitimate prince, caused Hyder to be re- 
ceived every where as a tutelar divinity. 

On his appearance in the plain, his cavalry 
easily dispersed a part of the queen’s army- 
that attempted to oppose his passage ; and that 
princess, who had scarcely time to make her 
escape, was pursued, taken, and conducted 
into the presence of the conqueror. 

Hyder used his victory with the greatest 
moderation. He received the queen in the 
most gracious manner, and reconciled her with 
her son ; who granted her a considerable pen- 
sion, allowing her to live with her husband. 
To> satisfy the people, who ardently desired 
it, the young prince was proclaimed king : he 
made homage to the empire for his king- 
dom, and signed the treaty, as well as his 
mother, and the principal great men of the 
country. ^ 

While these transactions were performing 
in the kingdom of Canara, the army of Hyder 
advanced into the country, and his infantry 
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took possession, without resistance, of all the 
posts that w^ere necessary to secure his return, 
and the success of any thing he might think 
proper to undertake. 

Before he engaged in the w'ar that was to 
place the prince of Canara on the throne of 
his ancestors, Hyder made a treaty with him, 
by which the prince yielded to the Suba the 
port of Mangalore, with a tract of country to 
form a communication from thence to the 
frontiers of the kingdom of Mysore. In exe- 
cution of this treaty, Hyder, after causing the 
new king to be crowmed, marched with a party 
of his troops to take possession of Mangalore, 
leaving a part of his army encamped at the 
gates of Rana Bidnoor. 

The queen of Canara, enraged to find her- 
self deprived of the sovereignty, had pretend- 
ed to be reconciled with her son, and to ac- 
knowledge him as king, with no other inten- 
tion than to wait for an opportunity of de- 
stroying Hyder. With this hope, and com- 
pletely to gratify her vengeance, she resolved 
on th^death of this generous Suba. She 
therefore endeavoured to gain the confidence 
of her son, whose feeble and pusillanimous 
spirit she w ell knew. She reproached him, 
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with a dissembled tenderness, that, to hasten 
the beginning of his reign, he had inconsider- 
ately delivered up his kingdom to barbarians, 
the enemies of his religion, who would leave 
him only the empty name of king, after de- 
priving him of the most valuable part of his 
dominions, and most probably would finish by 
entirely robbing him of the whole. At length, 
by force of insinuations, and under the ap- 
pearance of a highly disinterested person, who 
had resigned a kingdom to him, she succeeded 
in her endeavours to make him regret the 
treaty with Hyder ; and, continuing to act on 
his fears of the future intentions of the Suba, 
she ac(j[uired such an empire over his mind, 
that he was brought to consent to the assas- 
sination of Hyder, which she had projected in 
a manner that, in its own nature, was almost 
certain of success. 

During his stay at Rana Bidnoor, Hyder 
had dwelt in the palace of the kings of Ca- 
nara, and was of course to reside there on his 
return. From this palace to a famous pagoda, 
there was a subterraneous communication, 
known to very few except tht3 queen. The 
queen had resolved to undermine the palace, 
and to blow up Hyder the night of his return, 
when he should be at table with his principal 
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officers,* hoping, that at the instant of tlie 
catastrophe, the people and soldiers of Canara, 
animated by her son, might easily put the 
troops of Hyder to the sword in their first 
confusion and disorder. 

This project might have been easily put in 
practice by means of her husband, the supe- 
rior of the Bramins, who belonged to the pa- 
goda. The day of Hyder s return was come, 
and the moment approached in which this 
Suba and his retinue were to perish by trea- 
cliery ; when the plot first came to the know- 
ledge of a Bramin, chief of a pagoda some 
leagues distant from the city. Whether he 
was actuated, as the Bramins affirm, by a de- 
testation and horror for the crime ; or whether 
his hatred for the queen and lier husband, 
who were united contrary to their law, was 
his leading motive ; he conveyed himself 
in secret to Rana Bidnoor, and, presenting , 
himself before Hyder, as if to compliment 
him on his happy return, he advised him open- 
ly, in the presence of the king and queen, of 
the conspiracy, and the danger he was in. 


* Hyder, like all the other Indians, makes two meals a 
day, the first at eight in the morning, the second at 
midnight. 
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This astonishing recital made the whole as- 
sembly tremble, but made no impression upon 
Hyder ; who, looking round, discovered the 
guilty persons without difficulty. He ordered 
them to be seized. The witnesses were heard, 
and, the truth being established on the spot, 
the queen, her husband, and all their accom- 
plices, were put to death, except the king of 
Canara, who was carried prisoner to Maggheri, 
near Scirra, and his kingdom was confiscated. 

Tlie discovery of this conspiracy was worth 
a fine kingdom to Hyder, rich in all sorts of 
productions, and having a valuable extent of 
sea-coast, with a good number of sea-ports. 
The immense qtiantities of rice, pe2)per, cin- 
namon, cardamoms, coral, sandal wood, and 
ivory, that abound in this kingdom, have 
caused it to he called the granary and ware- 
house of all India. In the mountains there 
ai-e mines of gold, diamonds, rubies, and other 
l)recious stones ; and even in the very fbrti’ess 
of Rana Bidnoor, there is a rich gold mine. 
When Hyder took possession of the place, he 
found an immense treasure in gold; coined 
and in ingots, in trinkets and i)recious stones, 
that was indeed stupendous, if credit may he 
given to tlie accounts of the French, who ac- 
companied him in that expedition. They say 

N 
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that the prince caused pearls and precious 
stones to be measured in their sight with a corn 
measure ; and that, having made two heaps of 
gold in ingots and trinkets, they surpassed the 
height of a man on horseback. On this 
happy occasion Hyder gratified all his troops 
with half a year’s pay, not excepting those 
that were in garrison in different parts of his 
dominions. He changed the name of Rana 
Bidnoor into that of Hyder Nagar, or Royal 
City of Hyder, and the name of Mangalore 
into that of Corial or Port Royal. He as- 
sumed at the same time the title of King of 
Canara and of the Corgues, a small kingdom 
situated at the southern extremity of Canara, 
and separated from that kingdom, as well as 
from the Malabar district, and the kingdom 
of Mysore, by mountains that entirely enclose 
it. It has long been in subjection to the 
kings of Canara. 

Hyder, after taking possession of the capi- 
tal, visited the several parts of his new do- 
minions, and was every where acknowledged 
soverei^ with scarce any opposition. But 
being desirous of re-uniting certain cantons of 
this kingdom, in possession of the Portuguese, 
he did not find the viceroy of Goa disposed 
to make this restitution ; and, as he was far 
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superior in force to the Portuguese, he did not 
hesitate to attack them. With little dilFiculty 
he got possession of the country of Carvar and 
its fortress of Opir,* situated in the country of 
Sunda, formerly dismembered from the king- 
dom of Canara. As he was preparing to lay 
siege to the fort of Rama, a fortress on the 
point of a cape of the same name, and the only 
barrier that could stop his progress to Goa, the 
French, who were under his command, refused 
to give him the least assistance, preferring 
rather to retire into the fort of Rama than to 
combat with *the Portuguese : M. Ilughel, 
siding with the French, abandoned him 
likewise. 

Ilyder, knowing it to be impossible to take 
tliis jfort with his own troops, did not he.sitate 
in making peace with the Portuguese, who 
yielded him the country of Carvar. This in- 
constancy of the French, and other similar 


• This fortress is much renowned for its strength. Hy- 
der has augmented the fortifications. The Portuguese 
and the Marattas have besieged it without su^^ss. It 
defends the country of Carvar on the Portuguese side, 
and the entrance of the river San^cri, that gives its 
name to a city at three leagues distance from its mouth, 
which is the capital of Carvar, and residence of a Catholic 
bishop. 
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events, gave Hyder to understand that he 
should not well support a war with any Euro- 
pean power, and that he could not depend 
upon the Europeans in his service, excepting 
when they themselves were at war with his 
enemies. 

When Hyder came a second time to Man- 
galore, at his return from the war with the 
Portuguese, he received a solemn deputation 
from a nation originally from Arabia, hut now 
dispersed over the whole coast of Malabar, 
and known by the name of Mapelets. At 
the head of this deputation wds Ali, Raja or 
prince of Cananore. This Ali, son of one of 
the most rich and powerful Mapelets, had the 
good fortune in his youth to be beloved by the 
daughter of the Raja of Cananore, a Nayre* 


* The Nayres are the nobility of the Malabar coast. 
We may affirm that they are the oldest nobility in the 
world ; for the ancient writers mention them, and quote 
the law that permit? the Nayre ladies to have many hus- 
bands; every one being allowed four. Their houses, 
which stand single, have as many doors as the lady has 
husbantJSik When one of them visits her, he walks round 
the house, striking \^ith his sabre on his buckler : he then 
opens his door, and leaves a domestic with his arms in a 
kind of porch, and who serves to inform others that the 
lady is engaged. It is said, that one day in the week the 
four doors arc all opened, and all her husbands visit her, 
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prince. Tlie father, in sjhte of the diversity 
of religion, and the prejudice of liis nation, 
which forbids all alliance with a different cast, 
and much more wdth strangers of another 
religion, consented to the marriage of his 
daughter with Ali, and dying, left him his 
principality, or the small kingdom of Cana- 
nore. 

The Mapelets seem to be Arabs of Marcate 
and Sahai’, wdio have settled in India for the 
saliC of commerce. 'Idiis nation, forming no 
alliance with strangers, has preserved its pe- 
culiar mannei^, and a ])articular jdiysiognomy, 
much resembling that of the Arabs of Mar- 
cate, who have generally the face long, the 
chin square and turned up, and the beard thin. 
They are lean, and of a short figure, not in 
the least resembling the other Arabs, who are 


and dine together with her. Each husband gives a sum 
of money, or portion, at the time of marriage, and the 
wife only has the charge of the children. The Nayres, 
even the Samorin, and the other princes, liave no other 
heirs than the children of their sisters. This law was 
established, that the Nayres, having no family ,^ight be 
always ready to march against the* enemy. When the 
nephews are of age to bear arms, they follow their uncles. 
The name of father is unknown to a Nayrc child. He 
speaks of the husbands of his mother, and of his uncles, 
but never of his father. 
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large and handsome men, with black thick 
beards. 

The inhabitants of the coast of Malabar 
having suffered the Mapelets to take posses- 
sion of all the commerce of their country, as 
well by sea as by land, this nation has become 
rich and numerous, and that with still less 
difficulty, by reason that the princes and no- 
bles of the country, having frequent occasion 
lor money, have often had recourse to the 
Mapelets, who lent them large sums of mo- 
ney at exorbitant interest ; sometimes upon 
pawns, and sometimes in advance upon the 
harvests of pepper, cardamoms, and rice. 
Tliese repeated* usuries have increased the 
riches of the Maj)elets, and impoverished the 
princes or Nabobs of the Malabar coast, 
known by the name of Nayres. The Mapelets 
grew proud in consequence of their wealth. 


* Though the religion of Mahumed forbids usury, the 
Mapelets make no scruple in that respect, notwithstanding 
they are great enthusiasts. The shocking effects of their 
fanaticisht have been often seen at Mahe. In an excess 
of zeal for their religion, the Mapelets intoxicate them- 
selves with opium, and devote themselves to death for the 
sake of killing Christians and other enemies of their re- 
ligion. They furiously attack and kill all they meet, and 
do not cease till they are themselves put to death. 
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and attracted the envy and jealousy of the 
Nayres. These last, especially the more 
powerful of them, were not very exact in ful- 
filling their engagements with the Mapelets ; 
who, on their part, were still more arrogant, 
when they saw Ali, a prince of their nation, 
elevated to the rank of prince of the coun- 
try. 

In this state of things, Hyder became mas- 
ter of the kingdom of Canara ; and, conse- 
quently, a neighbour of the Malabar coast, of 
which the principality of Cananore is the fron- 
tier on the Canara side. Ali Raja, and the 
Mapelets, concluded that they should insure 
the possession of their states by putting 
themselves under the protection of Hyder, 
who was of the same religion, and whose 
power and reputation was capable either to 
protect or subjugate them. 

Tire deputation of the Mapelets was ho- 
nourably received by Hyder. He loaded 
their deputies with magnificent presents, and 
assured them of his protection and go^-will. 
The Mapelets are navigators. Ali Raja had 
many vessels then well-equipped and ready to 
set sail. Hyder, who had resolved to have a 
fleet, in order to defend his coast from the in- 
cursions of the Marattas and other pirates. 
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created Ali Raja his high admiral, and made 
his brother. Sheik Ali, intendant of the ma- 
rine, of the ports, and of the maritime com- 
merce of his dominions. — He intrusted him 
likewise with considerable sums for the pur- 
poses of purchasing or of building vessels. 

Hyder with justice regarded his kingdom 
of Canara as the most precious gift Provi- 
dence had bestowed on him, and the best in- 
heritance he could leave to his children. He 
designed Hyder Nagar to be the capital of all 
his dominions. He caused all his family to 
repair thither, except his first Begum, the 
sister of Mughdoom, and mother of Tippoo 
Sultaun, his eldest son, who desired to reside 
at Bangalore. The intentions of Hyder were, 
to establish in this kingdom a government 
calculated to make himself beloved by his 
people ; and he succeeded beyond his hopes. 
— The government of his other states was 
shared among his relations. 

He left the government of Bangalore and its 
dependencies to Ibrahim Ali Khan, his uncle, 
who )^ad so long enjoyed it. To Mugh- 
doom Ali Khan* ** he gave the government of 


* In the patents given to his relations on this occasionj 

he prolonged their names. Thus, Nabob Meer Mugh- 




HYDEK ALI KHAN. 


07 


llie kingdom of Mysore ; to Mirza, that of 
Scin’a, and all its district ; and to a son ol' 
his uncle, named Amin Sach, the government 
of the kingdom of Bisnagar. 

Ali Raja having formed a licet, at the 
commencement of the fair season made the 
coiKiiicst of tlie Maidive islands, under the 
pretence of some injustice done to his nation; 
and after taking tlieir king jmsoner, he liad 
tlic cruelty to put Ins eyes out. This con- 
(piest was made in the name, and on the ac- 
count of Hydcr, whose colours were home hy 
the licet. All Raja had embarked on ])oard a 
number of Sepoys, or disciplined soldiers ; 
so that Hyder’s colours liad no sooner ajipear- 
ed at sea, but they enforced respect. 

Ali Raja having brought hack liis victorious 
fleet to Mangalore, came to Nagar to do ho- 
mage to Hyder, and presented to him the un- 
fortunate king of the Maldives, f Jyder, whose 
character is fai' from cruel, was so irritated at 
tlie harliarity of Ali Raja, that lie instiintly 
deprived him of the command of th^lleet ; 
'V'hich he afterwards gave to an Enguylnnan 
named Stanet. Sliocked at 'the inhumanity 


•loom All Khan Moctum, was called Moctum Ali Khan, 
or Nabob Moctum Ali Khan. 
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of Ali Raja, he entreated the king of tlie 
Maldives to forgive the outrage his admiral 
had been guilty of ; and after expressing how 
much he was afflicted at the event, and using 
every argument in his power to console him, 
he gave him one of his palaces for a retreat, 
with a revenue sufficient to jirocure all the 
pleasures his situation pennitted him to enjoy. 

The courtiers and poets of this conqueror’s 
court, little acquainted with geography, hav- 
ing learned that their master was become king 
of twelve thousand islands, added to his titles 
that of King of the Islands of the Sea. 

Tlie conque.st of the kingdom of Canara, 
that had withstood the efforts of the Emperor 
Aurangzebe ; and that of the Maidive islands, 
unknown to the greatest part of the Mogols, 
added so much to the reputation of Hyder, 
that almost all the princes of Hindoostan dis- 
patched ambassadors to congratulate him on 
his numerous conquests. The poets, * like- 


* There are a great number of poets in Hindoostan, es- 
pecial!]^ the courts, though Hyder does not value him- 
self for the protection of poets and men of letters. There 
is a poet at court by appointment, who enjoys about £125 
per month, or a thousand rupees, and the rank of chief or 
general of a thousand men ; he composes a poem on every 
event that adds to the reputation or glory of the prince. 
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wise, (lid not fail, in their poems, to set him 
^ibove Alexander and Timur. 

It was now more than a year that Hyder 
had not quitted the neighbourhood of Nagar, 
and that, occupied with the cares of govern- 
ment, and his pleasures, he appeared to bo 
delighted with a state of repose till then un- 
known to him. At this juncture it was that 
the protection he had granted to the Mapelets 
recalled him to the head of his troops, and 
gave him an opportunity of making new' con- 
(juests. 

The Mapelets, proud of the protection of 
Hyder, gave up that respect and complaisance 
they had till then preserved for the Rajas and 
the other Nayres ; they even threatened to 
do themselves justice by force of arms, if tlie 
Nayres did not perform the engagements made 
with them. Tlie Nayres, who.se expcnces had 
compelled them to multiply the sums bor- 
rowed of the Mapelets, were so beset by tliat 
nation of usurers, that they were unable even 
to pay the interest of the sums due, ai^ saw 
nothing but ruin in the menaces of the latter. 

Irritated as well by the arrogance as by the 
extortions of a race of people they were in the 
habit of despising, they resolved, at any rate, to 
dissolve the connection between them : for this 
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purpose several assemblies were held at Cali- 
cut, where the Zamoriii, or chief of the Nayres 
resides, at which it was uiiaiiunously resolv- 
ed, that on an appointed day a general massa- 
cre of all the Mapelets should be every where 
made. Tliis conspiracy was in part put in 
practice, and more than six thousand Mapelets 
were murdered ; though the greater number 
escaped. Their vessels, spread over all the 
coast, favoured their escape ; and in many 
places, being forewarned, they assembled in 
sufficient numbers to resist their enemies. 
Tlie greater number took refuge at Cananore, 
where they found themselves in security, by 
reason of its vicinity to the dominions of 
Hyder, as well as from the two fortresses of 
Cananore, one of which belonged to the Hol- 
landers,* and the other to Ali Raja. The 


* The Hollanders have since sold their fort and terri- ' 
tory to Ali Kaja, .which gave Hyder an opportunity of 
doing an act of justice to many hundreds of Christians, 
inhabitants of Cananore, almost all of Portuguese extrac- 
tion. When the Dutch took Cananore from the Portu- 
guese they found ajiumber of inhabitants round this for- 
tress, whom they permitted to continue in the country* 

A great number of others have since come into Cananore, 
where they have built houses, cleared the ground, anil 
cultivated the gardens and fields. The Portuguese anti 
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Mapclets, in their distress, hastened to send 
deputies to Hyder, to inform him of the catas- 
trophe, and implore his protection. This na- 
tion, being fanatic Mahometans, their deputies 
represented to Hyder in their harangue, that 
God, and the prophet whose relation he was, 
had made him powerful for no other reason, 
than that he might protect the true believers ; 
and that the crime of the infidels, which ought 
to be punished by their destruction, would 
give him an opportunity of forming new con- 
(juests. 

Hyder, who was already instructed in the 


Dutch had granted the lands without any formality, and 
possession was the only title of these poor people : when 
the Dutch sold the fort and territory to Ali Kaja, they 
made no stipulation in favour of the inhabitants. Ali 
Raja having demanded their titles, thought proper to force 
them to purchase the lands of which they supposed them- 
selves to be proprietors. This avarice of Ali Raja gave 
occasion to the English to rail against the Dutch, of whom 
they had been desirous of purchasing the place. In their 
embarrassment the poor inhabitants had recourse to Ily- 
der, who condemned Ali Raja upon the passage the Al- 
coran, that says, “ Thou shalt not take from the infidel 
his house, his field, &c. because they were given him from 
Grod ; but thou shalt be content with causing him to pay 
tribute.” Hyder fixed this tribute at a rupee, or nearly 
half a crown a head. 
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power and force of the empire of the Nayres,. 
and was acquainted with the difficulties that 
might oppose him in the conquest of the coun- 
try, did not hesitate to promise justice and 
protection to the Mapelets. He quickly as- 
sembled twelve thousand of his best troops, of 
which four thousand were cavalry, and the 
rest infantry, and began his march to the coast 
of Malabar, directing his route by Mangalore 
and Cananore. All the artillery he took with 
him consisted of four pieces of cannon- ; and 
he ordered his fleet to accompany him along 
the coast, to furnish him with assistance, as it 
might be required. 

On his arrival at Cananore, he found more 
than twelve thousand Mapelts under arms; 
ill anned, it must be confessed, but superior in 
courage to the Nayres, and animated by the 
desire of vengeance, and the hope of recover- 
ing their losses at the expence of their ene- 
mies. 

Hyder encam|)ed on the banks of the river 
at Cananore, and dispatched an embassy to 
Calicu?^»composed of the most distinguished 
Bramins * of his* court. 'Hiey had orders to 


* The Bramins (who are the first cast of Indians, des* 
tined by their legislature to bo tbe priests of their religi- 
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niprcscnt to the Samoiiii, and all the Nayro 
princes, the injustice of the cruelties they had 
been guilty of to the Mapelets ; and to inform 
them, that he was come with his army to see 
justice done them : hut that, before he em- 
ployed force, he judged it expedient to oiler 
bis mediation ; promising, that if they would 
punish die principal olfendcrs, and give a just 
and reasonable satisfaction to the Mapelets, 
bis army should not advance into their coun- 
try ; and that he would even undertake the 
troublesome oflice of rendering justice to every 
one. The Nayre princes had agreed to su])- 
port each other ; and upon the report that 
Hycler was coming against them to the assist- 
ance of the Mapelets, they assembled an 
aimy of more than one hundred thousand 
men. The deputies of Hyder having finish- 
ed their harangue, the Nayre princes repli- 


on, as the Levites are by the law of Moses) being become 
a very numerous body, have been forced to apply them- 
selves to other employs ; and as they do not cl^sc to 
undertake any servile employ, they are introdul^ed into 
courts, where they do all kinds of business, from the post 
of minister to that of spy : they are generally writers. 
Every lord, general, and even the lowest officers, have 
them in their service ; a great number being forced to ac- 
(fuiesce in' the pay of a private soldier. 
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ed, that they were astonished at the conduct 
of Hyder, with whom they had never had 
any connection or dejjcndence; and that if 
his troops did any thing more than drink the 
water of the river of Cananorc, — if they even 
presumed to set their feet in the river, they 
should be attacked and punislied for their te- 
merity. On this answer tlie ambassadors o( 
Hj'dcr returned to their master ; and the 
Nayres, having collected all their forces, ap- 
peared with the finn resolution to prevent 
Hyder from passing the river. 

The anival of Hyder and his anny on the 
Malabar coast induced all the European na- 
tions who have establishments' there to send 
de2)uties to him. 

U2)ou the gi'eat reputation of Hyder, it was 
not doubted but he would make a conquest oi 
the whole country. The de2)uties of every 
nation were in haste to treat with him for the 

I 

security of their factories and their commerce. 
As they expected to find this great conqueror 
at tlm head of a numerous army, they were 
aston^hed to see so small a number of troojw; 
many of them could not help exj)ressing their 
surjrrise to the European officers of the army ; 
magnifying, at the same time, the forces ol 
the Nayre juiuces, which they affirmed to ex- 
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ceecl one hundred and twenty thousand men. 
The officers answered, that since the Nabob, 
who had it in his power to assemble a much 
greater army, had brought no more than 
twelve thousand men with him, it was to be 
presumed, that he was certain that the num- 
ber he had brought was sufficient to defeat his 
enemies. This proper answer, which, to in- 
structed and enlightened men, woidd have had 
its due force, made very little impression on 
the deputies, who had no notion of the mili- 
tary art, and still less of tactics ; they made 
liaste to return to their counting-houses, well 
convinced that the little army of Hyder would 
be destroyed by that of the Nayres, who had 
lined the opposite bank of the river with a 
numerous artillery, and were continually firing 
and making rhodomontades. Hyder, perfect- 
ly acquainted with the genius of all the peo- 
ple of India, held himself assured of the vic- 
tory, and founded his expectation on his ca- 
valry ; which was a body of troops absolutely 
unknown to the Nayres, no foreign ai’mv hav- 
ing penetrated as far as the Malabat^oast, 
where no horses had been ever seen, except a 
few belonging to the European chief of the 
factory, and purchased by them more for plea- 
■'^ure than utility : for this country, intersected 



106 


THE HISTQRY OF 


by rivulets, and covered with woods, besides 
being subject to continual rains for seven 
months in the year, is absolutely improper for 
the breeding and keeping of horses. 

To succeed in his attempt, in spite of this 
numerous army and the artillery, Hyder caus- 
ed his fleet to enter the river. His vessels 
sailed up as far as possible ; and, drawing up 
his infantry in order of battle in a single line 
in face of the enemy, with his twelve pieces 
ol' cannon, he waited for the ebb of the wa- 
ter. When the river was at the lowest he 
entered it full gallop, at the head of his caval- 
ry, which he had till then kept out of sight 
of the Nayrcs : they were led on by fifty of 
the french hussars, lately arrived from Pon- 
dicherry. As the rapidity of the current was 
diminished by his vessels, he traversed the 
river without difficulty at a place where it was 
a league in breadth, sometimes swimming, and 
sometimes wading : he soon came to the other 
river, where the Nayres were busied in at- 
tempting to oppose the infantry, who pretend- 
ed to ne on the point of passing over. They 
were frightened* at the sudden appearance of 
the cavalry, and fled with the utmost precipi- 
tation and disorder, without making any other 
defence but that of discharging a few cannon, 
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which they were too much intimidated to 
point properly. Hyder, foreseeing this event, 
had given orders to pursue the fugitives full 
speed, cutting down all they could overtake, 
without losing time, either by taking prisoners, 
or securing plunder. 

This order being executed with the utmost 
strictness, nothing was to be seen in the roads, 
for the distance of four leagues round, but 
scattered limbs and mutilated bodies. The 
country of the Nayres was thrown into a ge- 
neral consternation, which was much increas- 

t 

ed by the cruelty of the Mapelets, who, fol- 
lowing the cavalry, massacred all who had 
escaped, without sparing women or children : 
so that the anny advancing under the conduct 
of this enraged multitude, instead of meeting 
with resistance, found the villages, fortresses, 
temples, and in general every habitable jdace, 
forsaken and deserted. It was not till they 
were near the environs of Tellicherry and 
Mahe, French, and English establishments, 
that they began to find people, who had ^ken 
refuge near those places. 

Notwithstanding this general defection, the 
army was imwant of nothing: they every 
where found cows, oxen, poultry, rice, and all 
^orts of provisions that could be wished for in 
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a fertile country ; the fugitives having aban- 
doned every thing, without daring to load 
themselves with the least article that could im- 
pede their flight. 

Hyder caused his army to halt near these 
settlements, and sent an offer of peace to the 
Samorin, and other princes, on resonable 
terms. The Samorin, who was old remained 
quiet in his palace, and sent word, that he 
waited for the conqueror, and trusted to his 
discretion. 

This halt of the army, the sending of se- 
veral Bramins, and more especially the tran- 
quillity of the Samorin, encouraged the inha- 
bitants, who returned for the most part to 
their houses, they were still more encouraged 
at finding that the Mapelets committed no 
outrages, except on the persons or property of 
Nayres ; but the Nayres continued to conceal 
themselves in the woods and mountains, from 
whence they carried on a kind of concealed 
war with the Mapelets. 

Hji^er marched for Calicut, and found no 
other resistance in his route, but from a large 
pagoda, built oh a mountain, and fortified. 
In this place the nephew and* presumptive 
heir of the Samorin had taken refuge, and 
found means to make his escape from thence. 
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though it was invested : after his departure, 
the Bramins opened the gates to Ilyder. The 
conqueror continued his journey to Calicut, 
aad took up his residence at the English fac- 
tory, where his fleet arrived before him. He 
enquired for the Samorin on his arrival, and 
was informed that he was in his palace, with- 
out any guard, waiting the commands of the 
conqueror ; from whom he hoped for mild 
treatment, as he had always formally opposed 
the resolution to massacre the Mapelets, and 
liad foretold the consequences to his nephews. 

On this intelligence, Hyder returned into 
liis palanquin, and gave orders to advise the 
Samorin of his approaching visit. He met 
this prince, who came forth and threw himself 
at his feet ; Hyder hastened to raise him, and 
the Samorin offered his presents, consisting of 
two small basons of gold, one filled with pre- 
^ cious stones, and the other with pieces of 
gold, and two small cannons of gold, with car- 
riages of the same metal. Tfie two princes 
having entered the palace, Hyder te^^fied 
his respect for the Samorin, and promised 
to restore his dominions (on Condition of his 
paying a small annual tribute) as soon as his 
subjects had laid down their lums, and the 
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afliiir of the Mapelets was amicably settled. 
These two princes parted, apparently much 
satisfied with each other ; but the world was 
highly astonished, the next day, to behold the 
palace of the Samorin on fire ; and though 
riyder himself assisted in procuring help, it 
was impossible to save any thing, the edifice 
being entirely wood ; and the Samorin, with 
all his family, and, as it is presumed, much 
treasure, perished in the flames. 

This prince, had himself caused the palace 
to be set on fire, being resolved to terminate 
his life in that manner, on account ol‘ some let- 
ters he had received from his nephews and the 
kings of Travancour and of Cochin.* These 
letters contained the bitterest reproaches and 
execrations, treating him as the betrayer of his 
country, and apostate to his religion, which ho 
had abandoned to the Mahometans. Tlic 
Bramin who had conveyed these letters to him 
avowed to him at the same time, that he was 
degraded and excluded from his cast ; and 
that ^11 the Bramins and Nayres had sworn 


* These two kings were not tributary to the Samorin ; 
but being of the same cast as the Nayres, they made it a 
common cause. 
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never to have any communication with liim. 
Tlie tragical end of the Samoriu allected 
Hyder extremely ; and lie was so irritated 
against the nephews of that jmnee, that he 
publicly swore he wotild never restore their 
dominions. 

The princes of Calicut, assisted by the kings 
of Travancore and Cochin, had collected a 
considerable army on the river of Paniani, 
twelve leagues from Calicut, where they ap- 
peared disposed to make better opposition than 
they did near the river of Cananore. They 
had even collected together some Huro])ean 
cannoneers and Portuguese artisans ; but u])- 
011 the approach of Hyder, they had not the 
courage to face him, and saved themselves by 
precipitately withdrawing their whole army. 
Hyder passed the river, and attacked Paniani, 
which made little resistance, though the 
best and almost the only fortress in the coun- 
* try. He continued to pursue his enemies till 
he anived at the environs of Cochin, where, 
by the mediation of the Hollanders, he made 
peace with the king of that place, on his en- 
gaging to pay tribute. 

The example of the king of Cochin was 
followed by the submission of all the Nayre 
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princes ; who sued for peace, and obtained it 
on condition of doing homage, paying tribute 
to Hyder, and rendering ample justice each 
to the Mapelcts in his respective districts. 
On these terms they were all put into free 
possession of their dominions ; the nephews 
of the Samorin only being excluded from 
theirs. 

After putting garrisons in Calicut and 
Paniani, Hyder bestowed the government of 
this state on the Raja of Coimbatore, a 
Bramin, prince of a country dependant 
on Mysore, and separated from the Nayrcs 
only by the mountains. He hoped that 
this prince, entitled to respect from the 
Nayres, as being a Bramin, would be capable 
of maintaining peace and order, on account 
of his intimate knowledge of their manners 
and customs. 

The rainy season, which is very long and 
tempestuous on the coast of Malabar, began to * 
appear, and obliged Hyder to quit the coun- 
try ^but in order to be at hand to watch his 
new conquest, he retired only to Coimbatore, 
the residence of the Raja, whose palace he 
occupied. 

This country is beyond the mountains call- 
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c(l Gates, and is not subject to the rains that 
overflow the coast of Malabar, from the mid- 
dle of April t(? the end of September. 

Passing by Madigbcri, a large town and 
fortress on the frontier of the Malabai-, at the 
distance of six leages from Coimbatore, 
Hyder left Raza Saeb, son of Chanda Saeb, 
in quarters, with three thousand infantry. 

Hyder imagined that the Nayres, awed by 
bis power, and contented with his moderation, 
would 'peaceably support the yoke he had 
placed upon t|jem ; but he was not yet suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the characters of that 
haughty people, who, once offended, never 
pardon their enemies, however great their 
wrongs. 

llie month of May w'as not yet elapscvl, 
when a general revolt of tlie Nayres manifes- 
ted itself over all the coast of Malabar. It 
commenced by the massacre of a small garri- 
son of about two hundred men, that Avere sur- 
prised by the inhabitants of a large town, call- 
ed P ondicharry, situated at tbe foot of the^ for- 
tress. 'Pliey carried tbeir cruelty so Air as to 
eut off five French soldiers, deserters horn 
Mahe, who, intending to enter in the army 0/ 
Hyder, arrived in the town the day after tbe 
massacre : and, as a still greater instance of 
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the iuhuinaii rage by wliicli they were actua- 
ted, they ripped up two women who accompii- 
nied these unfortunate soldiers^ 

According to every appearance, tliis revolt 
was the effect of the secret intrigues of the 
king of Travancore, and tlie nephews of the 
Samorin. It would doubtless have been less 
general, if the Raja of Coimbatore, Ali Raja, 
and his brother Sheic Raja, who were intrust- 
ed with the charge of seeing the Mapelets re- 
imbursed, had been more temjicrate in their 
rapines and exactions. 

As the immense quantities of water that fall 
in the Malabar country convert tlie smallest 
rivulets into large rivers ; and as this country 
offers an almost insunnountable obstacle, by 
the toiTents caused by the overflowing of the 
waters, that are met with almost at every step, 
during the rainy season ; the Nayres, habituat- 
ed to their climate, and going absolutely nak- ^ 
ed in the stonny months, believed, with rea- 
son, that they should have time to take Cali- 
cut «ind Paniani, and destroy the Mapelets, 
before Hyder could enter their country ; but 
they were yet to learn, that their conqueror 
was not to be stopped by obstacles much great- 
er than those they depended on. They had 
taken their measures so effectually, that Ra^a 
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Saeb, commandiint at Madiglicri, and Hydcr, 
were still ignorant ol’ their revolt. 

Calient and Paniani were already invested 
])y the army of the Nayres, when the news 
came to Hyder, by means of a Portuguese 
sailor, who, on the promises ol' a liandsome re- 
ward from the governor of Paniani, ventured 
to ascend the river of the same name alone, in 
a canoe made of bamboo, * and covered nitli 
skin. This sailor, travelling only in the night, 
notwithstanding the danger of wild beasts and 
noxious reptiles, and with no oilier guide tlian 
a pocket compass, arrived at Madigheri. lie 
apprized Raza Saeb of the revolt, and tlu‘ 
danger to which Ilyder’s troops at Calicut and 
Paniani were exposed. 

This general, without loss of time, caused 
die Portuguese to be conducted to Flyder at 


* These boats of bamboo, covered with skin, arc in fact 
a kind of basket ; and arc of admirable use in armies, 
more especially in the Malabar country. Hyder had a 
gi’cat number in his army ; two men carried the sljielcton 
of one, and two more the skin : in a quarter of an hour 
they are ready for use ; and one boat, will carry twenty- 
five men, or a piece of cannon. The editor of the 
Memoirs of General Lawrence makes fifty horses enter 
one of these boats ; but the fact is false ; the horse swims, 
n-nd the horseman, who is in the boat, holds the bridle. 
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Coiinbatoor ; and liiinsclf innnediatoly inarcli- 
cd with his forces towards Paniani, in spite of 
the rains, and the inundation under which 
almost all the country was laid by the over- 
llowing of the rivers. This precipitate inarch 
made some impression on the revolters, as 
soon as they n ere apprized of it ; but hearing 
that he had brought no cavalry, they detached 
a party of their army, which harrassed Raza 
Saeb at the crossing ol' each river, and at 
length succeeded (perhaps by the fault of his 
guides) to draw him into a place between the 
meeting of two rivers that joilied near Pon- 
diaghari, where he found himself shut up, 
without being able to pass on either side, by 
reason of the depth and rapidity of the water ; 
and cut olF Iroin returning by the defiles he 
had jiassed, which were every where rendered 
dilficult to pass, by felling of trees, and the 
Nayres, who were in ambuscade in vaiaous 
parts. 

llyder no sooner heard of the revidt than 
he recalled a party of his cavahy that had 
been '' luckily cantoned near Coimbatoor. 
While he was tluis cidlccting the strongest part 
of his anny from Mysore and other parts ol 
his dominions, he commanded a select party 
of his infantry to be in readiness to march on 
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llic shortc.st notice : however, in ex])cctation 
that Raza Saeb iniglit disjjerse the mutineers, 
he waited for news, belore he ex2)osed to so 
insalubrious a season troo2)s designed for very 
dillerent operations. 

Raza Saeb having contrived to send advice 
of his situation, Ilydcr immediately marched 
with thi’ee thousand horse, and ten thousand 
Sepoys or Topasscs. lie ordered his cavalry, 
bntli olhcers and men, to ride Avithout saddles ; 
and conunanded his inliintry to (piit tlieir ha- 
bits, and march naked, excepting a pair of 
light dimvers !uid shoes. Each soldier was 
])i()vided w'ith a waxed cloth to wra^) up his 
knapsack ; and the three hundred Europe.ans 
lately arrived from Pondicherry and Colombo, 
Here offered parasols, as they did not chuse to 
(piit their habits. Their refusal was tlu' causij 
that they were almost the oidy pen sons in the 
army that \vcre attacked by the dysentei)'. 

All the iutillery of this small army consist- 
ed in twelve light pieces of cailnon, that were 
carried by elephants. ^ 

It is scarcely possible to fonn an idea of tlu^ 
species of war to which Ilydor led his troops 
this campaign. Imagine an army of fifteen 
thousand men marching from the break of 
day through a mountainous country, in roads 
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or passages scarcely admitting more than tlirec 
men a-breast, ex2)oscd from morning till night 
to a constant shower, e(jual to those that fall 
in the greatest stonns, attended with frequent 
thunder and lightning, excepting for three 
hours after noon, in which the sun shone out 
with almost insu2)portahle lustre and heat; 
frequently obliged to cross rivers up to the chin 
in water, and sometimes swimming ; and pas- 
sing the night in towns or villages deserted 
by their inhabitants, where, however’, they 
found 2>lenty of the necessaries of life. I'heir 
path was every where marked by ruin and des- 
truction, for their orders were to Inirn and 
pillage, and they exerted themselves so mucli 
in this hon’ible work, that they loft behind 
them nothing hut heaps of ruins, where houses 
had formerly stood. 

Tliis unexpected march obliged the Nayres 
to collect all their troops, and gave some relief 
to the troops of Raza Saeh, though not suflicienl ' 
to prevent his* losing many of his men for 
want of necessaries, and in consequence of the 
hardship they were subjected to. Tire Nayrc 
princes, though Jialf defeated by the fear of the 
consequences of their revolt, nevertheless ex- 
pected Hyder with confidence in a retrenched 
camp near Pondiaghari, which on its left wing 
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had a village fortified with a ditch and parapet 
planted with pallisadcs, well furnished with 
artillery, and maintained by the most resolute, 
who had determined rather to ])erish than 
yield. Hyder, * for the attack of this re- 
trenched camp, disposed of his army so that 
four thousand of his best Sepoys, fomiing the 
right wing, were charged to attack the village; 
tliis corps was commanded by a Portuguese 
lieutenant colonel, f lately anived from Goa, 
with diflerent officers of his nation. The left 
wing, composed of Topasses, was commanded 


* Hyder, before he made the attack, was persuaded by 
Lis chief almoner, named Cakce Saeb, to suffer him to go 
near the Nayres, and persuade them to surrender. This 
Peerzadah (for so the doctors of their law are called) was 
sitting in a meadow with his brother, in conference with 
the deputies, when the enemy fired on him, and broke his 
brother’s arm. Some horsemen, whom his brother (then 
captain of artillery) had brought with him rode up, and 
helped them to escape. 

• 

t Hyder being informed by Naza Saeb, who had resid- 
ed at Colombo for two years after the capture o^ Pon- 
dicherry, that all the European powers had introduced the 
Prussian exercise among their troops, wrote to Goa, Bom- 
"^bay, Pondicherry, Madras, Colombo, &c. to send him 
officers to discipline his troops. The Portuguese lieute- 
nant colonel had arrived from Goa on this occasion. His 
improper manoeuvre during the battle, and an unfortunate 
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by an Englisli officer; and Hyder liimself 
commanded the main body, having behind 
him a reserve of Europeans almost all French, 
with whom were joined those who are called 
the Bara Audmees, or Great Men, a corjis com- 
posed of all the young nobility and courtiers, 
without excepting even the generals, who have 
not appointed ])osts or command on the day 
of battle. They were all on foot, and armed 
with sabres and bucklers, having voluntarily 
put themselves under the command of the 
officer of Europeans, whom they promised to 
follow wherever he might lead them. 

The cavalry, that could not be of service till 
after the entrenchment was forced, was form- 
ed behind the corjis-de-reserve. According to 
the orders, the Portuguese officer attacked the 
retrenched village with his four thousand Se- 
poys, by conducting them bravely to the edge 
of the ditch ; but, without advancing a step ^ 
farther, he contented himself with causing his 
troop to fire, as if at their exercise. ITiese un- 
fortunate Sepoys, totally exposed, were de- 


affair that happened to him the following night, caused 
Ilydcr to speak harshly to him ; at which, being affront- 
ed, he demanded his dismission, and immediately obtain- 
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stroyed with impunity by their enemies, who 
fired from pent-holes, or from behind the 
hedges. This firing, which lasted upwards of 
two hours, highly enraged Hyder, who receiv- 
ing every moment news of the state of the at- 
tack, learned with the utmost mortification the 
unavailing loss of his best troops. The French 
officer, commandant of the Europeans, who 
lately arrived, and had not yet had an oppor- 
tunity of distinguishing himself, offered to ad- 
vance with the corps-de-reserve, and put him- 
self at the head of the Sepoys. Hyder an- 
swered, that he* might do as he thought proper ; 
and he immediately joined his troop, whicli 
was impatient for the combat, and burned with 
a desire to revenge the French who were in- 
humanly massacred at Pondiaghari. Headed 
by this active and courageous officer, and join- 
ed by the Bara Audmes, they ran with violent 
eagerness to the attack. The intervals between 
the battalions of Sepoys afforded them a pas- 
sage : they jumped into the ditch, and hastily 
ascending the retrenchments tore up the palli- 
sades, and were in the face of the enemy in 
an instant. They gave no quarter ; and the 
enemy, astonished to the last degree at their 
impetuosity and rage, suffered themselves to be 
butchered even without resistance. The frames 


R 
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of tlie village on fire, and the direction of the 
cannon now pointed on the distracted Nayrcs, 
evinced to Hyder that the village was carried. 
Tlie whole anny, in consequence, moved to 
attack the retrenchment ; hut the enemy, per- 
ceiving that Hyder ’s troops had stormed their 
out-post, and catching the affright of the fugi- 
tives, fled from their canq) with disorder and 
precipitation. 

Hyder had supposed his enemies would 
have exhibited more firmness on this occasion. 
This brave and fortunate attack, which was 
much exalted by the young nobility that shar- 
ed the glory, gave him infinite pleasure. He 
created the French commandant Bahadur 
upon the spot ; and in the evening presented 
him with a patent, apjiointing him general of 
ten thousand horse, which is the highest mili- 
tary post among the Mogols ; at the same time 
declaring him general in chief of his ai tillery. 
He likewise gave a gratification of thirty 
rupees to every' soldier, and twice that sum to 
each of the wounded ; of which there W'as a 
great number, though no more than one died. 
— As the Nayres had no bayonets, the wounds 
were only cuts with the sabre, little dangerous 
where ready assistance is to be had. The 
Europeans inspired the Malabars with a new 
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terror by this exploit ; and Hyder, to increase 
it, spread a report that he ex2)ected many thou- 
sand men from Europe ; he added, tliat they 
were a cruel people, and devourers of human 
flesh ; and that his intention was, to deliver 
all the coast to their outrages. Tlie rage and 
fury by which his small handful of French 
were urged on to revenge their murdered 
countrymen, gave much force to the belief the 
wretched inhabitants were di.sposed to afford 
to his rpports. Wherever he turned, he found 
no opponent, nor even any human creature ; 
every inhabited place was forsaken ; and the 
poor inhabitants, who fled to the woods and 
mountains in the most inclement season, had 
the anguish to behold their houses in flames, 
their fruit-trees cut down, their cattle destroy- 
ed, and their temples burned. The perfidy 
of the Nayres had b||n too great for them to 
trust the oilers of pardon made by Ilyder, by 
means of Bramins he dispatched into the 
woods and mountains to recall these unhappy 
poeple ; who were hanged without mercy, and 
their wives and children reduced to slavery, 
whenever they were found in the woods by 
the troops of Hyder ; severity and mildness 
l>eing both equally ineffectual in making them 
return to their' homes. Ali Raja, and the 
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Mapelets, who saw themselves thus involved 
in the ruin of the Najres, persuaded Hyder 
to return to Coimbatoor, in hopes that his 
absence might remove the timidity of the 
people ; and it is highly probable that the 
dysentery that raged in his army was a much 
more effectual reason that induced him to 
leave the country. Tlie officers aud Euro- 
peans, who had retained their clothing, and 
had more particularly abused the liberty of 
doing as they pleased, were the most exposed 
to this dangerous malady. 

Before he quitted the countfy, Hyder, by a 
solemn edict, declared the Nayres deprived of 
all their privileges ; and ordained that their 
cast, which was the first after the Bramiiis, 
should thereafter be the lowest of all the cast ; 
subjecting them to salute the Parias and 
others of the lowest c4fe, by ranging them- 
selves before them, as the other Malabars had 
been obliged to do before the Nayres ; per- ' 
mitting all thb other casts to bear arms, and 
forbidding them to the Nayres, who till then 
had enjoyed the sole right of carrying them ; 
at the same time allowing and commanding 
all persons to kill such Nayres as were found 
bearing arms. By this rigorous edict Hyder 
expected to make all the other casts enemies 
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of the Nayres ; and that they would rejoice 
in the occasion of revenging themselves for 
the tyrannic oppression this nobility had till 
then exerted over them. 

This ordinance being found to make the 
submission of the Nayres absolutely impossi- 
ble, because they would have thought death 
preferable to such a degradation, he made a 
new edict, by which he re-established in all 
their rights and privileges such Nayres as 
should embrace the Mahumadan religion. 
Many of these nobles took the turban on this 
occasion ; but* the greater part remained dis- 
persed and chose rather to take refuge in the 
kingdom of Travancore than submit to this 
last ordinance. Though the approach of the 
line season, and the terror he had spread, 
might have left little apprehension of another 
revolt, yet he left several bodies of troops in 
the country, distributed in posts so situated 
as to assist each other in case of necessity, and 
quartered the rest of his infantry in the 
neighbourhood of Madigheri, taking only his 
cavalry with him to Coimbatoor, which he 
was obliged to spread over, the country, on 
account of the scarcity of forage. 

On his arrival at Coimbatoor, Hyder found 
there a body of four thousand Maratta cavalry 



12G 


THE HISTORY OF 


lately arrived. More than a year had elapsed 
since he had ordered this corps to be raised, 
and since the chiefs had received the neces- 
sary sums of a Bramin, named Chamrao, 
formerly attached to Mons. Bussi, but since 
entered into the service of Hyder, whose con- 
fidence he had acquired. Tliis Bramin had 
not been sufficiently sparing of the money ; 
and when the Marattas had received it, they 
were in no haste to complete their engage- 
ments. Instead of three months, they were 
scarcely ready to march in eight. Their 
horses, instead of being of the height and 
quality agreed on, were mostly small. In 
short, instead of a regular body of caval- 
ry, it was nothing more than a collection 
of peasants and vagabonds, incapable of 
fonning a line, or indeed of doing any thing, 
but rob and pillage. Secure in possession of 
the Bramin’s money, they paid little regard 
to his complaints ; and, in order to avoid 
losing the whale, he was obhged to take 
the troops, such as they were. When they 
were on their journey, they advanced very 
slowly, and ma4e continual stops ; so that 
instead of one month, they employed four in 
making their journey ; and even that degree 
of expedition was not obtained, but in con- 
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sequence of repeated sums advanced by the 
distressed Cliamrao. 

Tlie Marattas would not have acted in this 
manner, if they had been acquainted with the 
cliaracter of Hyder ; who, for the sake of 
economy, was in the habit of requiring an 
exact account of the sums expended for the 
maintenance of his troops, and was not ea- 
sily deceived. In fact, having jJJi^sscd tliem 
in review the day after his anival, he found 
tliem in so bad a state that he could not avoid 
expressing his surprise to the Bramin. Cham- 
rao had long since written to Hyder, com- 
plaining of the mutiny and disobedience, not 
only of the private men, but of their officers. 
Hyder complained to the chiefs, that his or- 
ders were so ill executed : he signified to them 
that, on account of their disorderly appearance 
and bad equipment, he would receive the 
troops, as his custom was with all his cavalry, 
and reform all those that were not agreeable 
to the agreements made with Chamrao, his 
agent : that he likewise expected they would 
account for all the money employed in rais- 
ing the troop ; and besides, to'shew them his 
displeasure to find, that, regardless of every 
filing that could be urged by the person in- 
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trusted with his orders, they had employed in 
their journey four times the space necessary 
to perform it in, he had given orders to his 
treasurer to deduct from their account the 
time they had voluntarily lost by passing 
through unusual roads. 

Tliese Marattas, who, according to their own 
account, had large sums to receive, murmured 
loudly at finding themselves obliged, to re- 
nounce a considerable part of their claim. Not 
at all habituated, in their own country, to he 
commanded despotically, they^ resolved witli 
one accord to return to their camp; witli 
menaces to do themselves justice, if refused 
it by fair means. 

They who knew Hyder, and how circum- 
spect he is, could not conceive how he could 
so indiscreetly put himself in the power of 
these Marattas; having kept with him at 
Coimbatoor no more than five hundred 

I 

Sepoys, and ^thirty Europeans, who were 
their commandant’s guard. 

Fortunately, the Marattas troops were not 
ignorant that Hyder was able, in a very short 
time, to collect military of every denomina- 
tion ; in the mean time they demanded pay- 
ment within the hour, or in default they 
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threatened to mount their horses, and return 
into their own country, destroying and pillag- 
ing all that might offer in their way. 

Hyder reproached himself secretly for the 
vivacity that had led him to use menaces with 
those people, at an instant in which he was 
not prepared to give law to them. Though 
he had little to fear personally, it would have 
l)een more prudent in him to have retired at 
this juncture into the fortress of Coimba- 
toor ; Imt that courage, which never abandon- 
ed him, led him to surmount the difficulty 
and danger that now presented itself. 

In this embarrassment Mahfooz Khan, an- 
cient Nabob of Arcot, and brother of Moha- 
med Ali, advised him to send for the French 
commandant, and give him the chai’gc of re- 
ducing this mutinous cavalry to reason. Hy- 
der approved of the thought, and sent for tlie 
officer ; he explained the affair to him, and 
informed him that, by the advice of the Na- 
bob of Arcot he requested he would under- 
take to bring those vagabonds to hear reason ; 
whom he could easily reduce by force of arms, 
but that he wished to use milder methods. 
Tlie French officer consented to shew himself 
worthy of the confidence Hyder honoured 
him with, though he saw all the difficulty at- 
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tending the execution of the business : how- 
ever, he undertook it with ardour, being desir- 
ous of continually rendering himself more 
useful and necessary. 

To begin his negociation, he sent word to 
the Maxatta chief, that he was desirous of 
paying him a visit, in order to cultivate an 
acquaintance with him and the other great 
men of his nation : at the same instant he 
sent an express for Madigheri, with orders for 
all the Europeans to march for Coimhatoor ; 
and, together with his letter, he dispatched an 
order from Hyder to the commander-in-chief 
of the cantonment, to send oflf" all the Topass- 
es, which amounted to a body of above four 
thousand men. 

The Maratta chief having accepted with 
joy the visit the French officer proposed, re- 
ceived him with the greatest politeness, as did 
the other chiefs who were assembled on the 
occasion. In order to obtain their confidence, 
the commandant, after making the usual com- 
pliments (that is to say, speaking highly of the 
valour and merit of the Maratta nation) pro- 
ceeded to infomt them, that he wished to visit 
them, because the French and himself were 
nearly in the same situation as the Maratta 
cavalry ; and it might be found advantageous 
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to unite their pretensions, and make a com- 
mon cause. The fact in reality was, that the 
trench troops arrived in Hyder’s dominions 
at the very juncture in which the revolt of 
the Nayres demanded his attention, and had 
remained a considerable time at Seringapa- 
tam. It is true, that he had received con- 
siderable sums by order of Hyder ; but, though 
he had already been engaged in actual service, 
no agreement had yet been made for the 
emoluments and pay of himself and his 
troops. 

This overture having insured the confidence 
of the Marattas, they began to exclaim against 
Hyder, and accused him of breach of faith, 
by speaking almost all at once ; their chief 
at last found an opportunity of speaking alone : 
he spoke highly of the conduct and behavi- 
oiu’ of his troops, and placed their pretensions 
in the most favourable point of view; and 
the French officer, seeming to give credit to 
their words, was careful not io shew any in- 
timation that he was charged with any com- 
mission from Hyder : he gave them reason to 
suppose the contrary; and even acquainted 
them (as in confidence) that he expected his 
troop the next day, who, impatient to know 
their fate, would come expressly to decide it : 
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that therefore he judged it expedient for them 
to wait till the Europeans were arrived ; and 
in the mean time, he would go to Hyder, as 
if from himself, and offer his mediation : the 
Marattas unanimously approved this project, 
and accepted his offer w ith gladness. Things 
thus adjusted for the present, there was no 
question concerning the expediting of busi- 
ness : the Marattas promised the French officer, 
that they would return his visit the following 
day at the same hour, to leam the effect of his 
intended conference with Hyder ; and they 
parted good friends. All the country resound- 
ed with the valour of the French ; and the 
Marattas, who had the highest opinion of 
them, on account of the defeat of Nazerjung, 
and the exploits of M. Bussi, * were highly 
flattered with this kind of alliance with 
them. 

The following day the few Europeans that 
were at Madigheri, to the number of four ' 


* This ought not to be taken for flattery. The Author 
has long ago assure^ the people in power, that M. Bussi 
enjoys the highest reputation in Hindostan ; and it is cer- 
tain, that a Frenchman among the Marattas, or in the 
army of the Snba of Decan, will be every moment asked 
Mousaa Bussiqu'an-i f or, what u become of M. Bussi ? 
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liundred men, began to appear, but irregular- 
ly, in small numbers, consisting of three or 
four at most in a party. By this artifice, they 
appeared to be coming in all day, without its 
being possible for the Marattas to judge of 
their number ; and those who arrived did not 
fail to acquaint the enquirers, that the main 
body would soon arrive : accordingly, at the 
close of the night, a column of infantry pass- 
ed by the Maratta camp, with drums beating 
and colours flying, composed of Topasses, * 
who had been sent from Madigheri, and were 


* The Topasses are black Christians, who call them- 
selves Portuguese, and have the names of the first fa- 
milies in Portugal ; but who, to all appearance, are des- 
cended from slaves, born and brought up in the houses of 
the Portuguese, who treat very favourably, and with 
great humanity, those slaves whom they call Creanza de 
Caza, or Children of the House. The Europeans have 
never been able to form good troops out of those people ; 
which arises, no doubt, from the contemptuous manner 
they treat them with : instead of wKch, Hyder has al- 
ways put them on an equality with the Sepoys, and even 
preferred them to his other troops ; as will be seen in the 
course of this History. The officers of these Topasses ; 
are Europeans ; which circumstance, •however, does not 
prevent those among them who distinguish themselves, 
from being promoted ; in consequence of this treatment, 
Ibey may be regarded as Hyder’s best troops, and those 
be can most rely on# 
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headed by the Europeans who, by another 
route, had went out of Coimbatoor to join 
them. 

This artifice caused the Marattas to believe 
the Europeans were much more numerous 
than they really were ; and their notion was 
strengthened by the hats of the Topasses, and 
their drums and fifes, which resemble the 
others ; and as they played the same marches, 
and it was almost dark when they appeared, 
it was not easy to perceive the difference. 

The principal Maratta chiefs waited on the 
French commandant ; who receiving them 
with the most attentive politeness and regard, 
acquainted them, that he had found Hyder 
disposed to act in the most amicable manner 
with them, and had accepted his mediation; 
but that he had promised to keep strictly to 
the agreement made with his agent, Chamrao: 
that he consented, either that himself alone, 
or with such other person of consequence as ' 
the Marattas (night chuse, would pass in re- 
view, one by one, the horsemen and their 
horses, for the purpose of reforming those that 
were not according to the agreement: and 
Ukewise, that after having taken an account of 
the length of the journey they had had to 
perform, arbitrators should decide the time 
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they ought to have employed. The French 
commandant added, that these propositions 
having appeared to him equitable, he had 
judged it proper to submit, and accept them ; 
I)eing well convinced of the candid and noble 
manner of thinking that distinguished the 
Maratta nation. 

They, who did not find their account in this 
method of adjusting the affair, exclaimed 
much against the facility of the officer, and 
assured him that they would not consent to 
be thus passed in review ; and more particu- 
larly because C!hamrao, the envoy of Hyder, 
had seen and approved the horses, which had 
not since been changed ; and that with respect 
to his demand concerning the time employed 
in the journey, it was at the very request of 
Chamrao, they affirmed, that they had so- 
journed on the road, in order that they might 
not arrive at Coimbatoor during the absence 
of the Nabob, being informed that forages 
were very rare. These Maratta officers having 
persisted in their determination, maintained 
firmly that the propositions made to them were 
unreasonable ; and that they could not accept 
them, nor abate their pretensions, without the 
consent of all the chiefs, of whom they would 
convene an assembly. The night approach- 
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ing, they returned very dissatisfied with then- 
visit, and the resolution of Hyder. 

The French officer, not to render himself 
suspected by paying too great attention to the 
situation of their encampment, thought pro- 
per to commit that charge to one of his adju- 
tants.* This officer reported that the camp was 
in a meadow situated between two banks, one 
serving to retain the water of a great tank, and 
the other as a passage at the time of rain ; that 
the meadow was bounded at one end by a hill 
impraeticable to cavalry, because covered with 
fruit-trees, and intersected by hedges and w-alls 
of earth, that divide the property of different 
persons ; that at the extremity of the bank, 
that served for a road, there were some houses, 
and a small pagoda ; and, lastly, that he was 
of opinion, that two hundred men, and some 
pieces of cannon, placed in this hamlet, would 
be able to prevent the Marattas from going 
out of their camp. In consequence of this ' 
advice, cannon* were conveyed in the night to 
this post, and 250 men, who entrenched 


* This adjutant was M. de Lallie, who now commands 
a corps in Hyder’s army of two hundred and fifty Euro- 
pean horsemen ; of which he is proprietor, as well as of a 
regiment of Sepoys. 
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themselves. A barbette battery of ten pieces 
of cannon was constructed, which was by no 
means an agreeable sight to the Marattas 
when day-light appeared. Their chiefs hav- 
ing sent to the officer who commanded the 
post, to demand with what intention those 
cannon were pointed at their camp, received 
answer, that they had been placed there by 
his commandant, with orders to fire on the 
first Maratta that should attempt to get on 
horseback ; and that if they desired farther 
information, they must ajiply to the com- 
mandant. Od this they dispatched two of 
their officers, who complained of this act of 
hostility, but with much politeness, and an air 
that sufficiently exhibited their fear, nie 
commandant did not hesitate to answer, that 
having been so little satisfied the preceding 
evening with their reception of the proposi- 
tions of Hyder, which to him appeared just 
and reasonable ; and feaiing that, by a preci- 
pitate resolution of retumingMiito their own 
country, they might betray his faith and hon- 
our, pledged to the sovereign on their account, 
he thought it incumbent on him to take these 
precautions. But, nevertheless, he wished to 
continue his mediation, and would certainly 
join them, if Hyder refused to do them justice. 
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This discourse having encouraged them, they 
protested they were ready to treat ; and that, 
trusting entirely to his promises, all the chiefs 
would wait on him at an hour to he appointed, 
for a conference with Hyder’s ministers. 

On the assurance given them that no act of 
hostility should be committed, provided they 
remained quiet in their camp, they returned 
to their quarters. The commandant repaired 
to Hyder to inform him of their good dispo- 
sitions ; he found him alone with Mahfooz 
Khan, who likewise offered himself as media- 
tor and interpreter, for which He was qualified 
by speaking very good Portuguese. 

In consideration of the advanced age and 
high rank of this personage, the French officer 
begged he would consent that the meeting 
might be held at his house. Advice was given 
to the Marattas, who repaired thither at the 
close of the evening. Two Bramins, secre- 
taries to Hyder, likewise attended, and every ' 
thing was arranged in two days ; Mahfooz 
Khan having removed all the difficulties with 
a degree of address and intelligence very un- 
common, but acquired by fifty years’ experi- 
ence in this sort of negociations. It was 
agreed, that none should be dismissed hut such 
orses as were absolutely incapable of any 
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kind of service ; that they should all pass in 
exact review ; that such as should be judged 
ill a state to serve as good cavalry, should be 
paid at the rate of forty rupees a month, man 
and horse, according to the agreement made 
with Chamrao ; and that the others should be 
reduced to five-and-twenty, and should serve 
as irregular cavalry. Tlie time allowed for 
the journey was set at three months. 

After this review it was found that one 
hundred and fifty horse only were entitled to 
forty rupees, and the rest were reduced to five- 
and-twenty. fThe principal chief, whose troop 
was well mounted, and who alone possessed 
eight hundred horse, had none dismissed ; per- 
haps there was indulgence shewn him, on ac- 
count of the pains he had taken to accommo- 
date the difference. 

Tlie affair being thus satisfactorily adjusted, 
Hyder made a present of twenty-two horses 
to the French officer, to mount twenty Euro- 
peans, to serve him as a guafd, and accom- 
pany him every where : at the same time he 
gave orders to the Bacsi * and the secretary 


* The Bacsi is properly the minister at war, and the 
secretary is subjected to his orders, though generally he is 
the confidential minister of the Nabob. 
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at war, to settle the pay and emoluments of 
all the Europeans ; Hyder being in the cus- 
tom never to settle his pecuniary affairs him- 
self, hut committing the charge of them to 
ministers, who have no permission to conclude 
any business without the precise orders of 
their master. To make their court, the Bacsi 
and his colleague exclaimed against the exor- 
bitant pretensions of the Europeans, and pro- 
posed abatements that were flatly rejected ; 
but as the corps of Europeans was not numer- 
ous, the subject of these discussions was of 
small consequence to Hyder :• to end them 
therefore, and to make a parade of generosity 
that he thought suitable to his rank, he order- 
ed the commandant and principal officers be- 
fore him, and, addressing himself to the for- 
mer, “ I hear, with concern,” said he, “ that 
you do not agree with the Bacsi and Narimrao. 
Why did not you apply to me ? have you for- 
got that I have, both by writing and conver- 
sation, informed you, that you may dispose of 
every thing I possess ; and that the French 
are highly esteemed by me ? ” Upon which 
he gave orders to Narimrao to prepare the 
Batis,* and he signed them before he dis- 


* The Batis are email writings or warrants. Every 
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missed the officers ; at the same time inviting 
them to an entertainment to be ^iven at the 
2)alace the next day. 

As it could not be expected that the coast of 
Malabar would ever enjoy a state of tranquil- 
lity while the Nayi'e princes were on the fron- 
tiers, and in the country of Travancore, Hyder 
resolved to make the conquest of that king- 
dom ; for which, however, he could urge no 
better reason than that the king of that country 
had assisted his enemies. Though this king- 
dom is of small extent, it is very populous ; 
and its king. Ram Raja, has acquired a repu- 
tation for his valour and prudence, which 


person in the military service has one, from the general 
to the drummer. This writing contains the name of the 
person, and of his father and grandfather ; a description 
of his person, and that of his horse (if he be a horseman) ; 
the day he entered the service ; his station, and his pay ; 
and as often as he is paid the sum is entered on the same : 
those of the officers contain simply the name, the station 
or degree, and the sums received. Tile Batis are triple, 
and in three different languages, Persian, Maratta and 
Canarin; and as there are three chancellors, they are 
preserved in the greatest order. Hyder signs the state of 
accounts every month, as well as a ’particular state for 
every troop ; for no payment is made without the signa- 
ture of Hyder, or, in his absence, of the general com- 
wiandant. 
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gave reason to conclude that the undertaking 
would he attended with much difficulty. 

Hyder knew that his enemy had long exert- 
ed himself in disciplining his army ; that 
he had a numerous corps of Sepoys well 
armed, and a train of artillery served by good 
cannoneers, procured from the Danes, the 
English, and the Dutch. He likewise knew 
that the country was not to be penetrated but 
by way of naiTow passages through mountains, 
where Ram Raja had caused fortresses to bo 
constructed, which he was firmly resolved to 
defend to the utmost. Neither was he igno- 
rant, that the English, jealous of his power, 
had assembled troops in Madura and Marava, 
countries dependant on Mohumed Ali Khaii, 
and frontier to Travancore : but, habituated 
to overcome all obstacles, he was detemrined 
to pursue his intention. He trusted to the 
promises made by the English deputies, who 
had waited upon him on the coast of Malabar; » 
to whom he had granted not only a confirma- 
tion of all their former privileges, but had, 
besides, given permission to establish a factory 
atOnoor ; and he was likewise persuaded, that 
the English troops were assembled for iro 
other purpose than to protect the dominions 
of Mohumed Ali from insult. 
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Mahfooz Khan had lately been induced to 
take the part of Nizam Ali Khan, who had 
sent him presents of great value. He knew 
that the Suha of Decan was engaged in wars 
with his vassals, in which he was assisted by 
a party of English, commanded by General 
Smith. He therefore concluded that he had 
nothing to fear on his part. 

In order to secure himself from any inter- 
ruption in the war he had projected, Hyder 
wrote tp Mirza Ali Khan, governor of Scirra, 
and his brother-in-law, to renew the truce 
with the Maraftas, which was on the point of 
expiring : a business not difficult to be per- 
fonned, by means of a sum of money properly 
distributed among the chiefs. 

The intended war, and the necessity of plac- 
ing strong garrisons in the conquered coun- 
try, obliged Hyder to make considerable levies 
for the augmentation of his army ; and, being 
willing to derive every advantage from the 
time preceding that in wffiich "he intended to 
march against Ram Raja, he caused all his 
troops and his artillery to he exercised by the 
European officers, he himself assisting every 
day wdth his sons and generals at the different 
exercises and evolutions. 

After consulting the commandant of Euro- 
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peans, whose knowledge and intelligence he 
greatly valued and depended on, he establish- 
ed, by his advice, a corps of five thousand gi’e- 
nadiers, divided into battalions of five hun- 
dred men, composed of four companies of one 
hundred and twenty-five men each. Two of 
these battalions were selected out of the To- 
passes, and the rest from the Sepoys; eacli 
being commanded by an European officer. 
There was, besides, in each company, an Eu- 
ropean adjutant or serjeant-major. The of- 
ficers and private men of every company were 
chosen by Hyder himself, who regarded tall- 
ness less than a martial air, and the activity 
and robust temperament of the individual. 

Tliese grenadiers received ten rupees a 
month, instead of eight, which is the pay of 
the other Sepoys. They were exempt from 
all works of labour, and even mounted no 
guard, except that of their commandant ; and, 
that nothing might prevent their being ready 
to march at th<? first signal, every escouade, 
composed of seven men, including an inferior 
officer, were allowed a cook servant, and an 
ox to carry their tent and baggage. Every 
company was augmented by an escouade of 
seven men, destined solely to guard the bag- 
gage. These were as it were apprentices, 
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being youths of about seventeen years old, 
intended to replace the grenadiers who fell, 
and to render the corps capable of affording 
great advantages by the rapidity of their 
motions. From the time of their first esta- 
blishment, they were exercised every mor- 
ning in handling their arms, by theii’ own 
officers ; and every afternoon, from three till 
six, five battalions, by turns, were exercised in 
their evolutions by the French commandant ; 
after which they were made to march from 
six to eight, marching out at the ordinary 
I>ace, and returning home with a quick step. 

All the officers, without exception, were 
obliged to do tliis exercise as well as the com- 
mon soldiers. This constraint at first occa- 
sioned much munnuring among them, but 
luckily it did not come to the hearing of Hy- 
der. However, whether through a sense of 
duty, or from example, they became accus- 
tomed to it, and their assiduity afforded great 
encouragement to the soldiei%. It was thus 
that this sovereign formed a body of troojjs, 
to whose rapid movements the English after- 
wards attributed all his success. 

The English had no sooner heard of Hy- 
der’s preparations, which fame had rendered 
still more considerable, than they conceived 

u 
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umbrage at them, as well as at the long stay he 
made at Coimbatoor, the capital adjoining to 
Madura, of which we have already made men- 
tion. In their uncertainty respecting his inten- 
tions, they resolved to dispatch his Ouaquil 
from Madras, a Bramin, named Menagi Pun- 
dit, to carry him a letter from the governor and 
council of that settlement. Tliis letter an- 
nounced a solemn embassy, composed of 
Colonel Call, chief engineer, and Counsellor 
Boschier, brother to the governor. Hyder being 
persuaded that they intended to make proposi- 
tions to him, relative to Travaticore and the 
coast of Malahar, contrary to his views and 
intentions, thought it necessary to elude the 
receiving the embassy. He immediately dis- 
patched an answer to the letter of the council, 
assuring them that he was very much flattered 
with their letter, and thanking them for the 
honour they intended him in sending so distin- 
guished an embassy ; but at the same time he ' 
added, that CoiiAbatoor, being only a camp or 
military station, by no means proper for the 
reception of ambassadors with those honours 
they were entitled to expect, he could not 
decently receive the embassy till he should 
arrive at Seringpatam, a royal city, to which 
he proposed to return in a short time; and 
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that he would he careful to advise the 
governor of Madras of his arrival there. 

Hyder was too well acquainted with the 
English politics to suffer himself to he 
seduced hy the pompous honour with which 
they hoped to dazzle his sight ; and, far from 
being flattered with this embassy, he was de- 
termined no longer to defer his expedition 
against Travancore. The order was already 
given for the army to he in readiness to march, 
when . an unforeseen event convinced him 
that he had more enemies than he suspected, 
who were anjJiously intent upon his destruc- 
tion. 

There was an Irish officer in his anny, 
named Turner, who had been admitted into 
his service by virtue of a letter of recom- 
mendation from Governor Boschier. He was 
a man of a strong understanding ; and who, 
possessing all the talents required in a good 
soldier, especially in the ait of tactics, had 
in a very short time gainad the affection 
of Hyder, who committed the most impor- 
tant operations to his care. Tliis man, who 
was not in the slightest degree suspected, 
was commander of the first battalion of 
Topass grenadiers ; and, in this quality, he 
was regarded as general of that military. 
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which forms a body of about five thousand 
men. 

It must be allowed that an officer recom- 
mended by an English governor ought to have 
been treated with less confidence and securi- 
ty ; but this man had behaved so well in the 
war on the coast of Malabar, that, far from 
having any mistrust of him, he had acquired 
the confidence of his generals. Taking ad- 
vantage of the good opinion they had of him, 
he waited till the time of payment, which is 
made the fifth day of every lunar month after 
the moon has appeared ; and Vhen he had 
received his appointments, and the pay of his 
men, he made his escape by the road that 
leads towards Cochin. 

His quarters were a short league distant 
from Coimbatoor. The officers of his corps 
waited on him to receive their pay ; but, 
under the captious pretence of his secretary 
being absent, he begged them to wait till the 
next day, which'was without difficulty grant- 
ed. To put his project in execution he 
mounted his horse, being accompanied by a 
young Swedish officer, to whom he had com- 
municated his design, and disappeared, carry- 
ing every thing of value he possessed with 
him ; taking the precaution first to acquaint 
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his domestics that he was going to supper with 
the commandant-general at Coimhatoor. 

The intensity of the heat in the day, and 
the beauty of the nights, in India, induce 
people of distinction to sit up very late, more 
especially as they have the custom of sleeping 
in the day from three till six. Some officers, 
who were in this habitude, called upon him, 
and were astonished to find he was gone to 
supper at Coimbatoor ; but far from harbour- 
ing any suspicion, they concluded, on the 
contrary, that it was a gaming party, knowing 
him to be a grdat gamester. The night being 
fine, they resolved to take the advantage of it ; 
and, thinking to surprise him agreeably, they 
mounted their horses, and repaired to the 
commandant’s quarters at Coimbatoor, where 
they arrived about midnight. Their astonish- 
ment was highly increased, when they found 
every body in the most profound sleep. They 
' enquired to no purpose for Turner, as no one 
could give any account of hin> ; and the sus- 
picion that consequently arose in their minds 
induced thenj to apply to the commandant 
himself. On their account of the absence of 
their officer, the commandant sent to enquire 
of the posts that guarded the entrance of the 
passes, whether any one had passed them; 
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and was informed, that two European officei's 
had departed three hours before. The first 
captain of Turner’s corps, named Minerva, an 
Irishman, offered to pursue him instantly with 
a party of fifty Europeans : his offer was 
accepted, and he departed at two in the morn- 
ing. At eight they had stretched over up- 
wards of six leagues, and anived at the 
frontier of the country of Cochin. They 
discovered the horses of the officers they were 
in quest of, and environed the house, in whicli 
they found them both asleep. They immedi- 
ately secured their persons, ^nd conducted 
them bound to Coimhatoor.. 

Hyder being informed of the escape of 
Turner and the Swedish officer, and of their 
recapture, gave orders to judge them as in a 
similar case in Europe. In consequence, a 
court martial was assembled, at which the 
two criminals were tried, and convicted of 
carrying off the public money ; sentence was 
accordingly pronounced, that they should be 
degraded and hung, and their bodies after- 
wards exposed on the high road. The coun- 
cil, in compassion to the youth of the Swedish 
officer (who, according to all appearance, had 
been seduced by the other, and still more, be- 
cause he carried away no property of any 
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other, and was only culpable in having de- 
parted without leave) thought proper to in- 
tercede with the Nabob in his favour ; who 
commuted the punishment of death into that 
of imprisonment. As to Turner, he was 
conducted to the place of imnishment, and 
there discovered to the council, that the Eng- 
lish, conjointly with Nizam Ali Khan, in- 
tended to attack Hyder. He confessed that 
the was a Sepoy employed by the government 
of Madras, and begged pardon of the sover- 
eign for having so long abused his confidence ; 
that he should* not have made his escape, if 
he had not lately been nominated major of a 
regiment on the Bombay establishment: he 
intreated his judges, in consideration of the 
importance of his discoveries, they would spare 
him the indignity of being hanged, and, as he 
deserved to die, would give orders for him to 
be shot : this request was allowed him. Be- 
• fore he suffered, he distributed all his money 
to the soldiers appointed to put>him to death ; 
to the Sieur Minerva he gave his sword and 
watch. After his death he was suspended on 
a tree near the road-side conformably to the 
latter part of his sentence. 

The discovery of the intentions of the 
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English, caused the departui’e of the army for 
Travancore to be suspended. Hyder without 
delay caused Mahfouz Khan to repair to Hy- 
derabad, where he was charged to attempt, 
by the intrigues of his friends and his crea- 
tures about the Nabob, who were in great 
number (Bussalutjung, brother of the Subah, 
being the first) to avert the storm that threa- 
tened him from that court. 

In the mean time he continued to exercise 
his troops, and train them to all kinds, of evo- 
lutions. This spectacle, entirely new to the 
Indians, and the long stay of the sovereign of 
so many states in Coimbatoor, drew so great a 
concourse of people to that place, that their 
number amounted to more than 100,000, ex- 
clusive of the army, which exceeded 60,000 : 
but it will scarcely be credited, that this coun- 
try is so abundant with all the necessaries of 
life, that a sheep or a dozen of fowls never 
cost more than two shillings ; and twelve mea- 
sures of rice, A)ne of which is sufficient to 
serve a man a day, were sold at the same price. 
The immense population of this country is 
proved by the .two markets which are held 
weekly; where, at each, is commonly sold 
twenty thousand pieces of silk, each fourteen 
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cubits long.* This country, through which 
lies the ordinary passage from Mysore and the 
coast of Coromandel, to the coast of Malabar, 
produces a considerable revenue to Hyder, 
who enjoys the tolls, to the exclusion of the 
Rajas of the country. 

It is estimated, that thirty thousand oxen> 
loaded with tobacco, annually pass through 
Coimbatoor: this assertion is rendered very 
probable, by the numerous magazines of that 
commodity at Pondiagheri. Besides tobacco, 
there are great quantities of silks of every 
kind, and pepper, cardamom, clove, ivory, &c. 
brought from the coast of Malabar. 

During the long stay of Hyder at Coimba- 
toor, many events happened, which, though 
of no great importance, are yet sufficiently 
interesting to be related. They may serve 
not only to give the reader a more perfect 
idea of the genius and character of Hyder, 
but likewise to throw light on the manners of 
the people, of whom the Njflbob is become 
the sovereign. The first of these events is a 


* The superior of the J esuit missionaries, who resides 
at Xavier Paleam, one mile distant from Coimbatoor, 
has assured me, that he had ten thousand’ Christian 
weavers in his mission. 


W 
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process or suit at law, carried on against the 
missionary Jesuits of the dominions of Hyder. 

The news of the expulsion of the self- 
named Jesuits from Portugal and France hav- 
ing arrived in India, a missionary of that or- 
der, a Portuguese by nation, and residing in 
Mysore, quitted his cure in 1767, and re- 
tired to Goa ; being determined, as he said, to 
shew himself a faithful subject of his king, 
by no longer continuing in a body of men 
declared to be enemies of his country. A 
year and a half after his departure, he wrote 
to a Portuguese lady, named* Madam Me- 
quinez, widow of a Portuguese officer, who 
had rendered signal services to Hyder, and 
was afterwards slain in a battle against the 
Marattas : Hyder, in return, had given his 
widow the regiment of Topasses her husband 
had possessed, with the appointment of co- 
lonel, till an adopted son of her husband’s was 
of age to command the regiment himself. 

This lady accompanied her regiment every 
where : the colours were carried to her house ; 
and she had a private sentinel at the door. 
She received the pay, and caused the deduc- 
tions to be made in her presence from each 
company. When the regiment was collected, 
she inspected them herself, as well as all the 
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detachments that were ordered out ; but she 
permitted the second in command to exercise 
the troops, and lead them against the enemy. 

This dame Mequinez having received the 
letter of the ex-jesuit father, addressed her- 
self to the Brahmin Narimrao, secretary at 
war, and much esteemed by Hyder. She 
complained that, during the life, and since the 
death of her husband, she had deposited in 
trust in the hands of the now ex-jesuit, all 
her jewels, and the money she and her hus- 
band could spare; that this father having 
departed to Gda, she, being in the army, wrote 
to him, and received for answer, that all the 
jewels and money she had deposited in his 
hand, were transferred, under the same title, 
into those of the provincial father resident at 
Xavier Paleam, to whom it was necessary for 
her to address herself for restitution : she 
added, that having carried this letter to the 
provincial father, he affhned, she had lost her 
senses : and that he had neve^ heard either of 
her money or her jewels : at the same time 
she placed in the hands of the secretary the 
letter received by her from Goa, together with 
a state of the jewels and money she reclaim- 
ed, amounting to a considerable sum. The 
Bramin acquainted Hyder with the particulars 
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of this affair, and painted the Jesuits in the 
most odious colours, by reciting what had 
passed in France and Portugal concerning 
them. 

On this complaint, Hyder immediately or- 
dered a guard of four Sepoys and a corporal 
to every missionary found in his dominions, 
with orders not to lose sight of the reverend 
fathers ; but at the same time to permit them 
to perform their functions, as well in their 
missions as in their churches, without imped- 
ing them in the least ; but, on the contrary, 
they were commanded to treat them with 
every mark of respect, 

Hyder commanded this restraint to be laid 
upon them, because the complaint was made 
at the very time when the revolt of the 
Nayres demanded his presence on the coast of 
Malabar. On his return to Coimbatoor, and 
the Bramin Narimrao having renewed the 
widow’s complaint, he sent for the French 
commandant, «f whose integrity and judg- 
ment he was well convinced : “ You are, 
doubtless,” said he, “ acquainted with the suit 
urged by the widow Mequinez against the 
Jesuits ; and, as I wish the affair to be ter- 
minated by an equitable decision, I have fix- 
ed upon you to take cognizance of the same, 
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and shall give you every necessary power to 
he her judge.” The officer answered, “ That 
not being a man of the law, he could not pre- 
tend to undertake the distribution of justice, 
for feai’ of erring through ignorance.” Hyder 
replied, “ Certainly you, who are yourself a 
Christian, must be better acquainted with the 
law * of the Christians than any judge in 
my dominions : and since my intention is, 
that every one shall he judged by his own 
law, you cannot avoid accepting this com- 
mission ; hut I permit you, if it he necessary, 
to select, as assistants jointly with your- 
self, such officers of your nation and reli- 
gion, as you think capable of seconding your 
own endeavours.” There was nothing could 
be objected to this offer. Tlie French officer, 
after thanking Hyder for the honor of his 
good opinion, consented to perform his orders 
to the utmot of his power : and the day fol- 
lowing, Madam Mequinez and the reverend 
provincial father, being inforuaed of the Hy- 


• Hyder, and all the Mahometans, believe that Jesus 
Christ, like Moses and Mahomet, has’ given laws to the 
Christians, which the judges are bound to follow in their 
decisions ; and that Christian princes cannot evade them 
by contrary laws. 
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(ler Bahadur’s determination, did not fail to 
wait on the French officer as their judge. 

The lady arrived apparently in the utmost 
distress. She lamented, with signs of great 
affliction, that poverty, to which, she affirm- 
ed, the perfidy of the Jesuits liad reduced her, 
and against whom she vented numberless 
invectives : her oration was so specious that 
almost all the Europeans, especially the 
French, who were chiefly young men, were 
prejudiced in her favour, and were desirous 
that the Jesuits should be condemned to make 
restitution, and be burned, or ^ft least hanged. 

Tlie provincial father was an Italian of 
about sixty years of age, of a commanding * 
and venerable aspect, though at the same time 


* The J esuit missionaries in India, wlio reside in the 
country not subjected to Europeans, call themselves 
Bramin Christians : they wear a habit resembling that 
of the Bramins, having the triple cord and the slippers 
made without the skin of animals : they wear their 
beard, and live iif the manner of the Bramins, never 
eating publicly any thing that has had life, and never 
going to the altar without first washing and purifying 
themselves. Virgins pour vessels of water on their 
heads, and afterwards, drying them, they put on the 
albe, the chasuble, and other sacerdotal habiliments. 
This provincial father, like the other missionaries of his 
order, resembled a Bramin. 
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afl’able and mind. He praised God for inspir- 
ing the sovereign with the choice of such a 
judge as his heart had long desired. After this 
short prayer he entreated the French com- 
mandant (making at the same time the most 
humhle apology to the other gentlemen present) 
that he woidd he pleased to grant him a pri- 
vate audience, that he might he able to c.v2)lain 
the affair in all its particulars ; hut which he 
could not do in public, because of certain per- 
sons who were involved in the business. 
The French officer made a sign for evc}y 
one to retire ;* and the reverend provincial 
father, being alone with him, exjwessed 
himself in these terms; “ You must be 
“ sensible. Sir, that, even in the most regular 
“ and holy societies, it is impossible to prevent 
“ Judas’ from sometimes a2)pearing ; and he 
“ who now has drawn this unexpected 
“ persecution on us, for the satisfactory terini- 
> •“ nation of which we depend on you, may 
“ justly he called by that nam^. Before that 
“ man determined to retire to Goa, there were 
“ several scandalous stories came to my know- 
“ ledge concerning him, that, obliged me to 
“ reprimand him ; for, in this country, when 
“ a man is once at the head of a mission, the 
“ superior has no other right than that of re- 
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“ primanding him, for fear of a greater disorder. 
“ Being informed that my remonstrances pro- 
“ duced no effect, I thought it my duty to 
“ watch over all his actions. I was advised 
“ when he quitted his cure, and that he had 
“ departed to Mangalore, in his way to Goa. 
“ I followed him without delay, and coming 
“ up with him before he embarked, I easily 
“ obtained an order from the commandant of 
“ Mangalore to prevent his quitting the place 
“ before I had published, in all the missions, 
“ that if any one had interests to discuss with 
“ that father,* he should repair “ to Manga- 
“ lore : many persons repaired thither, and 
“ among them the dame Mequinez, who re- 
“ claimed two thousand rupees, a pair of bra- 
“ celets of rubies, and a collar of pearls, which 


• All the Christian women in India that are married 
to Europeans have the madness to hoard up a private 
sum or fund, which they entrust to their priests, under 
the seal of confessidb. It is to the honor of the missionaries, 
that there is no instance of any complaint of this trust 
having been abused. This custom is very ancient, 
and seems to have originated with the Portuguese. 
The monks, at all events, gain much money by the practice 
because there are scarcely any women that die, who pre- 
viously acquaint their husbands or relatious where they 
have placed sums in this manner. 
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were returned to her ; as was acknowledged 
by an authentic act passed in the chancellory 
of the Portuguese factory at Mangalore, and 
witnessed by the signature of the French 
and Portuguese factors. Since the exhibi- 
tion of the widow Mequinez s complaint 
against us, I have applied to the chief and 
“ chancellor of the Portuguese factory * for a 
copy of the act, which they have constantly 
refused. 

To procure this deed, which is absolutely 
necessary for the right decision of the cause, 


^ The Portuguese had a factory at Mangalore, on an 
eminence that commanded the river. In this factory they 
kept a small garrison of thirty Portuguese soldiers, 
commanded by a lieutenant, who was at the same time 
factor, and a kind of consul: this settlement had two 
pieces of cannon, and displayed Portuguese colours. The 
king of Canara submitted to this, and the Portuguese 
levied a small duty, as toll on the entering or going out 
p of the river of Mangalore, which they pretended to defend 
against invaders. When the English,^ took Mangalore in 
1768, the Portuguese had neither the inclination nor 
the power to defend the entrance of the river against 
the English army. Hyder being desirous of construct- 
ing a citadel at Mangalore, in 17J/4, M. Catini, his 
engineer, found that the site of the Portuguese factory 
waa the properest for building a citadel capable of de- 
fending the entrance of the river ; and the Portuguese 
were obliged to resign their factory. 


X 
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“ it will be proper, Sir, for you to make use 
“ of the authority of the Nabob. The bearer 
“ of his order must be a Frenchman who can 
“ be depended on, and who must compel the 
“ Portuguese factor to exhibit the registers of 
“ his chancellorship, in spite of all the resist- 
“ ance he may make, on account of the honour 
“ of his flag and garrison. I must intreat 
“ you likewise. Sir, to conduct the business in 
“ such a manner as that the Brainin Narimrao 
“ may not be apprized of the order given to 
“ force the chief of the Portuguese settlement 
“ to communicate his registers : for I have 
“ good reasons to suspect that this Bramin, 
“ whose avarice you are no stranger to, is in- 
“ terested in the plot, as well as the Portu- 
“ guese chancellor and factor. The Bramin 
‘ would not fail, in that case, to advise them 
“ of the intended order, and they would dis- 
" patch the registers to Goa. If you cannot 
“ clear up the affair by means of these regis- 
" ters, you ma/ write to Mahe, to know who 
“ was the French gentleman who then resid- 
“ ed at Mangalore.* You may then apply to 

* There was not then, and perhaps never was, a French 
factory at Mangalor. The French gentleman, of whom 
the reverend father spoke, was some merchant who was 
casually there. 
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“ him, and perhaps his memory will furnish 
“ you with means to do justice to the 
“ injured.” 

The French officer, after having heard the 
recital of the provincial father, said, “ Be at 
yoiw ease, my reverend father ; I will do my 
utmost to search your affair to the bottom, 
without giving any suspicion of the com- 
munication you have made.” 

Madam Mequinez, impatient to know' the 
result .of the provincial father’s conference 
with the French commandant, hastened the 
next morning ’to w ait upon him. ITiere were 
then several French officers with him : he 
no sooner saw her, than he said, “ Madam, 
the provincial father made his confession 
to me yesterday ; you must now absolutely 
make yours.” Tlie lady colonel, assured 
of the victory, consented with great readi- 
ness ; and every body having retired, he ad- 
dressed her thus, “ How could you thought- 
lessly precipitate yourself Into the abyss 
you are fallen in ? You enjoy a great re- 
venue by the bounty of the Nabob ; and 
you have presumed to impose on that prince, 
whom you know to be severely just : you are 
a Christian, and you have not scrupled to in- 
vent the most odious imposture, in hopes of 
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enriching yourself by the plunder of the 
churches and altars, and with the intention 
of sharing your unjust demands with a Bramin 
and a Monk, whose wickedness you are well 
acquainted with. But it is in vain that you 
hope any longer to conceal your conspiracy. I 
am informed of every thing by the French gen- 
tleman who resided at Mangalore, and who 
will quickly arrive here, together with the 
chancellor of the Portuguese factory, who 
brings his registers, and is guarded by Sepoys. 
You have but a moment in your power to save 
yourself, by making a sincere* declaration of 
the truth ' for from this instant I will cause 
you to be arrested and guarded, without per- 
mission to speak to any one ; and when your 
imposture shall be proved, you may expect that 
the Nabob will punish you as you deserve : 
but if, on the contrary, you make the con- 
fession I demand, I will find means of ter- 
minating the affair without noise.” The wo- 
man, who now* saw herself unmasked, was 
almost dead at hearing a discourse so unex- 
pected; and finished by falling on her knees. 
She confessed the truth, and threw the blame 
on the Monk at Goa, and the Bramin, who 
had prompted her with this infiutnous contri- 
vance. The ofl&cer raised her, with the assur- 
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ance, that by her confession she had placed 
herself out of all danger ; he then went out, 
and fastened the door behind him ; but soon 
returned with two officers of known discretion, 
to whom he had communicated the particulars 
of what had passed : and the dame Mequinez, 
supposing them to he of the number of her 
judges, repeated before them every thing she 
had before avowed to the commandant. 

The provincial father being sent for, and 
informed of the confession of the widow, pros- 
strated himself on the earth, and then raising 
himself, retarded thanks to God, that the 
truth was cleared up, and his brethren justifi- 
ed from the accusation so maliciously urged 
against them. He nevertheless intreated the 
commandant to conceal the detail of the affair 
from the Nabob ; fearing, as he said, the con- 
sequence that might ensue to the widow ; but 
more probably wishing to avoid the enmity of 
the secretary Narimrao. 

The officer having informed ’Hyder, that the 
affair was terminated, that prince was con- 
tented with saying, “ I am persuaded that the 
whole is an iniquitous contrivance of the 
widow Mequinez against the reverend fathers ; 
for I am informed, that her conduct is such, 
as, if she does not take care, will finish by 
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bringing no small mortification upon herself.* 
However,” added he, since you and the re- 
verend fathers forgive her, I shall say no more 
of it.” He immediately gave orders to remove 
the guard he had placed over the Jesuits. The 
good fathers were not, however, disposed to par- 
don the lady spiritually : she was excommuni- 
cated, and condemned to public penance ; to 
which, though it may seem astonishing she sub- 
mitted with much apparent resignation. The 
provincial father, in his letter, written to in- 
form all the missions of the means by which his 
innocence was cleared up, spoKe highly of the 


* Hjder proposed to the Swedish officer, accomplice 
of Turner, the Irishman, to espouse this lady colonel, 
as a condition upon which he would pardon and restore 
him to his former post. This young man, aged twen- 
ty-eight, but of a spirited disposition, absolutely re- 
jected the offer ; saying he would rather die than marry 
a woman who had prostituted herself to all the Topasses. ^ 
His pardon, and permission to retire where he pleased were 
the consequence of this answer. The lady colonel after- 
wards married a mongrel Portuguese serjeant ; but she was 
highly astonished, when the Bacsi sent for her to let her 
know that the Nabob had reduced her to seijeant’s pay, 
because she had dishonoured the name of her former 
husband, whose services had demanded that the woman 
who bore his name should not be without the means 
of subsisting reputably. 
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French officer ; who, he said, was in the 
highest favour with the Nabob. This eulo- 
gium produced a letter from the archbishop of 
Cochin, who recommended to him a Malabar 
priest, of the number of the Christians of St. 
Thomas, whose diocesan the archbishop was. 
He was deputed, together with three other 
laymen of his country, to request of Hyder 
the permission to keep fire-arms, under the 
pretence that, by not being armed, they ran 
the risk of being robbed by the Nayres and 
the soldiers of the nabob. The officer, who 
imagined he might safely give credit to the 
archbishop’s letter, was much surprised when 
Hyder said, he was no stranger to the anti- 
pathy that fomented ilieir quarrel. “ These 
people,” said he, “ have been disarmed, because 
they assassinated each other, being always at 
enmity on account of their priests, who are 
of different casts : I shall take care to place 
safeguards in the country, to prevent my 
people from molesting them, arfd I shall send 
troops sufficient to disperse the Nayres.” 

TTiese Christians of Saint Thomas are of 
very ancient origin, being settled in India be- 
fore the arrival of the Portuguese. It is de- 
monstrated, that their St. Thomas was not the 
disciple of Jesus Christ. They are partly in 
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subjection to the Pope, and partly under the 
patriach of the Chaldeans, who resides at 
Merdin in Mesopotamia. This division causes 
them to detest each other ; and, profiting by 
the troubles of their country, they were mutu- 
ally engaged in a cruel war, when Hyder 
caused them to be disarmed. The deputies 
who came to Coimbatoor were stout men, 
with a ferocious air and manner : they had 
the figure of a small cross above their nose 
punctured in the skin, and a large scar on the 
right cheek, caused by the recoil of their 
musquets. The archbishop, in his letter, 
offered to the commandant two young slaves, 
who, he said, he had himself educated, and 
were qualified to render services both of 
utility and pleasure, being instructed in writ- 
ting and in music. As he did not obtain 
his desire, he sent an inconsiderable present ; 
with an excuse, that the young slaves, at the 
moment of their departure, had cried and 
wept so immoderately, that his feeling would 
not suffer him to part with them. To this 
present were added a vast number of bene- 
dictions, and a* promise that he would write 
to the Pope, then Clement XIII. 

The same officer was employed by Hyder 
in a law-suit between the French and English 
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factors resident at Calicut. A merchant of 
that city had long been indebted to the French 
company ; and having received a considerable 
quantity of wood from Hyder, the French 
factor agreed with him, that he should pay 
his debt in that commodity, which was much 
wanted at Pondicherry, for the entire re- 
building that town, lately destroyed by the 
English. The quantity sold to the French 
factor being arrived at Calicut, the English 
factor prevailed on the Raja of Coimbatoor 
to seize it, on pretence that the English com- 
pany had a prior claim on the merchant : the 
Raja, who was guided by the English, adjudg- 
ed, after hearing the parties, that the English 
factor should have the wood ; which was ac- 
cordingly carried by him to his factory : but 
on the appeal that the French commandant 
made to the Nabob himself, the Raja ordered 
the affair to remain in its then state, till the 
’ decision of the sovereign was known. He 
wrote at the same time in favour of the Eng- 
lish ; and the French factor, persuaded of the 
goodness of his cause, begged the comman- 
‘dant of Europeans to intercede in his favour. 
This officer having impartially informed Hyder 
of the difference between the factors, the Na- 
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bob made him this answer : “ Neither you 
nor I are sufficiently informed to decide on 
this affair, especially as our attention is re- 
quired to things of more consequence : but. 
that justice may be done, I have written to the 
Baja of Coimbatoor, to put the decision into 
the hands of the chiefs of the Portuguese, Da- 
nish, and Dutch factors ; and whatever their 
judgment may be, to put it in execution.” 

In pursuance of this order, the delegated 
judges decided in favour of the French ; but 
the English factor, to render the judgment il- 
lusory, caused all the wood to be sawed up, so 
that it was rendered unfit for any use, except 
to be burned: a piece of business that he 
could not have performed without the con- 
nivance of the Raja, whose duty it was to 
have placed a guard over the wood. The 
French factor, not being able to receive it in 
that state, wrote to the Nabob, informing him 
of this disgraceful manoeuvre. On the ac- ' 
count given by the French officer, Hyder 
immediately wrote to the Raja to repair to 
court with the utmost dispatch. The governor 
had no sooner 'received this order, than, sus- 
pecting the business, he sent for the English 
factor and the wood-merchant, and sent the 
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latter to the French factory to offer payment 
of the sum due to the company. The French 
chief, hound to promote the welfare of his 
employers, could not refuse accepting a pay- 
ment that was much more advantageous than 
the wood; and accordingly gave the mer- 
chant a discharge. 

The Raja, furnished with this piece, de- 
parted to wait upon Hyder ; who demanded, 
on seeing him, how the affair was terminated 
between the French and English ? The Raja, 
without being disconcerted, answered with an 
affected laugh :* “ The English have lost their 
cause; hut, as they had spoiled the wood 
without waiting for the judgment, I have 
forced them to pay the value in money ; and 
the French have given the merchant an ac- 
quittance, which he has put into my hands.” 
Hyder, who was not the dupe of his artifice, 
took this occasion to demand an account of 
the revenues and disbursements of the country 
he governed; and nominated ’’commissioners 
to receive his accounts. Though the Raja did 
not seem abashed at the discourse of his 
sovereign, yet he retired extremely chagrined 
that his stratagem had been turned against 
himself. On inspecting his accounts, the 
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committee condemned the governor to pay- 
three or four lacs of rupees to the Nabob. 
To obtain either time or a mitigation of part 
of the sum, he complained for some days of 
the rigour of this judgment ; which he 
affirmed would ruin him, as he protested he 
was not possessed of so large a sum. On his 
refusal, Hyder placed guards about his palace, 
to prevent water from being brought him, be- 
cause, as a Bramin, he was obliged to wash 
himlelf many times in the day. This step 
forced him to open a secret repository of 
treasure in the very palace in* which Hyder 
then resided, but which is the ordinary resi- 
dence of the Raja. 

A French surgeon, who had cured him of a 
secret disorder for the sum of one thousand 
rupees, half paid in hand, and the other half 
due, by a written promise to pay when the 
cure was completed, not being able to obtain 
the latter five hundred, though the cure had 
long been mad’e, thought the present instant 
favourable to his desire of being paid. Hyder 
having heard his complaint, said, “ Do as I 
did : let no water come into his house till you 
are paid.” “ But I have no soldiers,” replied 
the surgeon. “ But you have fnends that 
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have,” answered the Nabob. Upon which 
advice the surgeon collected a number of 
French soldiers, by promising them a part of 
the sum : they took possession of the palace- 
gate ; and the water-carriers not daring to ap- 
proach, the surgeon received payment of his 
note, to the great diversion of Hyder, who, 
notwithstanding what had passed, did not 
remove the Raja from his government. 

Hyder Ali, though in the midst of the most 
brilliant of courts, had become uneasy and 
thoughtful since the departure ofMaffbusKhan 
for Hyderabad. This lord, after making the 
utmost dispatch to arrive at the court of Ni- 
zam, had dispatched letters which removed the 
suspense of Hyder, and confirmed the intelli- 
gence given by the Irish officer. He sent word 
that the English, by means of the Divan* 
Rocun Dowla, had determined the Nizam to 
cany the war into Mysore; that all the friends 
of Hyder had in vain attempted to dissuade 
him from the design ; and tlislt, having given 


* Rocun Dowla was brother-in-law to Mohumud Ali 
Khan, whom the English had ma^e Nabob of Aroot. 
The title of Divan ugnifies the Minister and keeper of 
the great seal of the Suba. 
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himself up entirely to the suggestions of his 
Divan, he had bestowed the command of his 
army on General Smith, who had brought a 
considerable corps of Europeans and Sepoys 
from Madras. 

Upon the receipt of this authentic advice, 
Hyder determined to defer his expedition a- 
gainst Travancore till a more favourable op- 
portunity, and to march to Seringapatam, the 
capital of Mysore, to be in readiness to mept 
his enemies. Hyder had been long, absent 
from this kingdom, in which he first saw the 
light, and where his fortune 'first began to 
disclose itself. He was about to return, as 
one of the greatest sovereigns in India, to a 
kingdom he had left in the capacity of a sub- 
ject ; for the Dayvas, notwithstanding their 
great power, are only the first subjects of the 
king. It was the desire of Hyder to make 
his entrance with all the pomp and state his 
rank demanded, and his Savari was therefore 
very numerous 'and brilliant. His daily march 
was a kind of trimnph. — The description we 
shall proceed to give will be so much the more 
agreeable to thef reader, as it will convey an 
idea of the magnificence of the Asiatic pro- 


cessions. 
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Hyder left Coimbatoor with a fine army of 
about fifty thousand men ; of which twenty 
thousand were cavalry, extremely well mount- 
ed, thirty thousand Sepoys, and four thou- 
sand Topasses, with their uniforms. 

Every day of the march the cavalry lined 
the right side of the road by which the Nabob 
and his attendants were to pass. The prince 
was saluted by all the officers and the stand- 
ards. When all the elephants on which the 
great men were mounted had defiled before 
one corps of the cavalry, that corps turned 
about to the left, and rode full speed to take 
their place at the other end of the line. Two 
regiments of hussars, and one of dragoons, 
which formed the whole of the European 
cavalry, took the post of honour, and were the 
first to salute the Nabob; after which they 
placed themselves at the head of the procession ; 
they were preceded by five hundred couriers, 
well clothed, and mounted on dromedaries. 
Next marched two elephants bearing the great 
standards of the Savari, being gold em- 
broidery on a blue ground ; one representing 
the sun, and the other the moon and stars. 
After the two elephants marched that which 
carries the great timbals, called the grand 
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tomtom ; they continually sound during the 
time the Savari is in motion, and may be 
heard at the distance of more than a league ; 
there is even something grand and majestic 
in the noise ; — ^the orders of the general are 
communicated to all the army by means of 
these instruments. After this elephant came 
four others, carrying the music of the Savari, 
consisting of small timbals, haut-bois, flutes, 
and trumpets, the performers being thirty- 
two in number. Five elephants, called ele- 
phants of war, succeeded the four : they carry 
towers, or a kind of octagon* chair, of gold 
on their backs, strongly fixed to the saddle of 
the elephant by straps and silver chains. In 
each of these chairs are six warriors, armed 
firom head to foot in armour which is musquet- 
proof ; their offensive arms being fusils, and a 
species of blunderbuss of a very large conical 
bore, that discharge a whole handful of balls 
at once. One of these elephants is intended 
for the Nabob*,* but he never makes use of 
in any battle. 

The procession of elephants was succeeded 
by two regiments of Cafires or Abyssinian 
horse. The men were completely armed, 
one regiment having their arms polished, and 



HYDER ALI KHAN. 


177 


the other bronzed, and both had large plumes of 
red and black ostrich feathers on their helmets, 
which hung down their backs : they bore lances, 
the steel work of which was highly polished ; 
and the harness of their horses was red, with 
black silk fringes. The cavalry was followed 
by a number of men on foot, habited like Ca- 
leros ; that is to say, almost naked, with large 
silk scarfs and close drawers, reaching to the 
middle of the thigh : they carried long lances, 
ornamented with ostrich feathers and small 
bells, that were made to sound by the motion 
of their march. The Caleros were succeeded 
by a body of men carrying small banners, 
or flags of a red ground, with flames ol‘ 
silver. 

The lance-bearers usually follow the prince 
to the chace : they are habituated to tra- 
verse the mountains and forests : the bear- 
ers of small standards are sent as safeguards 
to towns, villages, and castles : the appearance 
of these colours is sufficient to prevent the 
soldiery from entering any place; but the 
magistrates must attend at the gates or bar- 
riers, to furnish the army, upon payment, 
with every thing they may want. 

After this crowd of people on foot came 

z 
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the nobility following the court, march- 
ing as they pleased, in order, though 
without distinction of rank ; generals, ha- 
hadurs, and even princes, marched indis- 
criminately with simple volunteers. Nothing 
could he more brilliant than this troop ; they 
were armed from head to foot, and mounted 
on the most beautiful horses : their arms were 
damasked and encrusted with gold and silver ; 
many had their casques ornamented with 
white feathers, formed of pearls and precious 
stones ; and great numbers had coats of mail, 
gilt and enamelled : the bridles of their 
horses were enriched with pearls and other 
valuable stones, and with plumes of feathers. 
The number of this troop varied every day, 
they being volunteers; but it was usually 
about six hundred. They all had auftabge- 
ries,* variously enriched. 

The nobility were succeeded by eight es- 
quires or huntemen of the Nabob, mounted 
on superb horses, and followed by twelve 


* The auftabgenes ia a parasol, not horizontal but per- 
pendicular, formed of a rich stuff, embroidered with gold 
or silver. It is carried by men on foot at the end of e 
long staff, covered with gold or rilver. 
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grooms on foot, each leading once of the Na- 
bob’s horses, richly harnessed : the first of 
these horses was a present from the general of 
the Marattas to Hyder, and was extremely 
singular : he was of a mouse-grey colour, 
with a white mane as brilliant as silver, and 
so thick and long, that it reached to the 
ground ; it was tied together with a ribband ; 
his tail was answerable in beauty to his mane : 
but the most remarkable circumstance was, 
that he had a natural covering of a clear bay 
colour, which depended as low as his mid- 
thigh, and which commencing at the withers, 
finished at a small distance from the crupper : 
on this mantle flowers were artificially paint- 
ed ; so that, though the horse was absolutely 
naked, it was necessary to be very near him, 
in order to perceive that he was not covered 
with a cloth of some kind. 

After the led horses followed a troop of 
running footmen, with black staves headed 
with gold, who were succeeded by twelve 
ushers or Sauquedars on horseback, carrying 
gold and silver maces with small crowns at top. 
After these came the grand* officers of the 
household, as the steward, the chief usher, the 
sword-bearer, &c. they had each a large collar 
or chain of gold depending on their breast, as 
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marks of their dignity. These officers pre- 
ceded the grand almoner or Purzadah, who 
marched alone, mounted on an elephant 
covered with green. He was immediately 
before the Nabob himself, who rode on the 
white elephant of the queen of Canara, an 
animal formerly worshipped as an idol, but 
now in a state of slavery, having large silver 
rings on his feet, with ‘chains of the same 
metal. This elephant, which is said to be 
equal in value to a thousand others, was far 
superior to them in height and magnitude ; 
he was covered with yellow, a colour much 
affected by the emperor and the Subas. The 
pavilion in which the Nabob sat was covered 
with stuff of the same colour, and had no 
other ornament than four small globes of 
silver; except that on each side, by silver 
chains, hung small hatchets or axes, such as 
the Samorin has carried before him. It is 
the custom of the Indians to assume the 
marks of honofir of those they have vanquish- 
ed. The elephant bore on his head a kind 
of buckler of gold, that represented a sun : 
he was led by two conductors, the one ranked 
as captain of horse in the Nabob’s guard, and 
the other was his usual keeper. In a small 
pavilion behind the Nabob was a valet, to 
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supply him with betel ; and on each side an 
attendant stood upright on the foot-step, hold- 
ing by the pavilion with one hand, and hav- 
ing in the other a large chowry to disperse 
the flies, made of white peacock’s feathers, 
which he caused to move circularly,* and pro- 
duced a singular effect at a distance. About 
two hundred elephants followed that of the 
Nabob, two and two : they were rode by only 
three persons, the master, the conductor, and 
an attendant in the small pavilion. The 
coverings and pavilions of these elephants 
were very different in colour and magnifi- 
cence ; some were bordered with gold and 
silver lace ; many of the pavilions were 
wrought silver ; and there were some even 
enriched with precious stones, as were those 
of the sons of Hyder, and some others. The 
young princes were on the left of their father, 
and Raza Saeb on his right, but their ele- 
phants were not more than half the size of 
that of the Nabob. 

After all the elephants in procession, came 
what are in India called the honours, borne 
by five elephants. The first carried a mosque 
of gold, and of exquisite workmanship, 
covered with white satin, that was taken off 
when the procession came near any town or 
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city ; the second carried, at the extremity of 
a red staff, the head of a fish, whose scales 
were formed of jewels and' enamel, and a 
long horse’s tail depended from the same ; 
the third carried a large flambeau of white 
wax in -a chandelier of gold; the fourth 
bore two small pots of gold, called cham- 
bou, at the end of a large red staff; and, 
lastly, the fifth elephant carried a kind of 
round chair without a canopy, covered on the 
outside with ivory inlaid, and ornamented 
with gold. * After the honours followed two 
regiments of Abyssinians on horseback like 
the two first ; and the procession was closed 
by two hundred Caffres on foot, clothed in 
scarlet, with silver collars, and armed with 
lances varnished black, and interspersed with 
silver gilding : all the train was inclosed 
between a double rank of men on foot, cloth- 
ed in white silk, having lances in their hands 
about fourteen feet long, varnished black, and 
adorned with |)lates of silver, at the armed 
ends of which were small red streamers with 
silver flames : the lance-men marched at such 


* All these honours are allegorical, and expressive of the 
virtues a sovereign ought to possess. 
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a distance from each other as to inclose the 
whole by joining their lances. 

This grand procession, on its march in the 
plain, had the most superb and striking effect. 

Hyder was every where received with the 
most lively expressions of joy ; the highest 
honours were rendered him, and the people 
crouded to see him, while their acclamations, 
of “ Long live Hyder!” were incessantly 
reiterated. Every village, town, and city, 
was ornamented; triumphal arcs, and other 
edifices, were erected in various places, ac- 
cording to the riches of the inhabitants ; 
the houses, and even the walls, of towns 
and fortresses were painted, or at least new 
white-washed; governors, commandants, and 
other great men, came out in state with 
their retinues, preceded by musicians, singers, 
and dancers, known by the name of Baya- 
deres, to meet the sovereign ; flowers and 
sweet water were dispersed in his passage, and 
the cannon were heard in all parts of the 
country. It was in this triumphant march 
that he met his brother-in-law, Mugdoom Ali 
Khan, at the distance of about a league from 
Seringapatam. This potentate was at the 
head of a numerous retinue mounted on 
elephants, and marched before Hyder to the 
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island, where tents were magnificently dressed 
out near the city walls : all the army encamp- 
ed on the island, and the situation of the 
camp brought to every one’s recollection the 
great danger Hyder had avoided in the time 
of Canercr at the same place. 

Hyder came into Mysore without any fear 
of the events that might arise in the war he 
supposed himself to be engaged in with the 
Suba of Decan : he perfectly knew the indo- 
lent and enervated character of that .prince, 
and had no apprehensions from his army, 
which was defective in the essential articles 
of discipline, arms, and pay, and whose chiefs, 
being proprietors of their own troops, were 
his friends and partisans. From this last 
circumstance he was assured that General 
Smith could make no movements without 
his receiving advice of them. As he was 
abused by Mirza, his brother-in-law, who 
every day gave him reason to think the truce 
with the Maratfe would be soon renewed, he 
went forw ard with cheerfulness, and in spirits ; 
and arrived at Seringapatam with the con- 
viction that he ^ could easily parry every at- 
tempt of his enemies. But his astonishment 
was extreme, when Mugdoom Ali Khan in- 
formed him that there was reason to suspect the 
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fidelity of Mirza Ali Khan ; since he had 
learned that the army of the Marattas, to the 
number of 150,000 men, was on its march 
firom Pona, with Madurao,* Nana of the 
Marattas, at their head, who was then be- 
ginning his first campaign ; his rnffrch being 
directed towards Scirra, as Mirza could not 
but know, since he had envoys at Madu- 
rao’s court. 

To conceive the trouble and astonishment 
of Hyder at this news, it will be sufficient to 
know, that Mirza Ali Khan, his brother-in- 
law and cousin, was the most beloved by him 
of ail his relations; he had educated him 
himself ; and the young lord, endued with the 
most estimable qualities, had always appeared 
full of gratitude and tender attachment. The 


* Madurao was the son of Balagirao, a Bramin, who 
had rendered the post of general of the Marattas here- 
ditary in his family. This young pian was then no 
more then eighteen years old, and possessed the most un- 
common share of virtue and ability ; his uncle Kaguba 
caused him to be assassinated. Nana signifies father : it 
is a name of honour given to Balagivao by the Marattas, 
which now serves as a title to his descendants. The ge- 
neral being called Nana, the king has no authority, and 
only acts, like that of Mysore, in the ceremonies Of 
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great confidence Hyder had reposed in his 
virtues induced him to think that he could 
not, in spite of his youth, place the important 
government of Scirra in better hands. The 
only precaution he took was that which he 
commonly used with all his governors, name- 
ly, to give him a minster, or principal secre- 
tary, whose fidelity he could depend on ; and 
who had orders to give an accurate account 
of the conduct of his hrother-in-law'. 

This man, who, like most courtiers, had 
concealed his ambition, and the had principles 
that actuated him, conceived the hope of 
making his fortune by means of Mirza. He 
undertook to gain the confidence of the 
young prince by flattery, and by condescend- 
ing to all his wishes, or, in other words, to all 
his weaknesses. 

Mirza was young, generous, and addicted 
to pleasure, and dissipated the revenues of his 
government in his amusements, instead of re- 
serving a part;* according to the orders of 
Hyder. The Bramin, his secretary, so far 
from advising the Nabob, as he had engaged 
to do, or at least remonstrating to his young 
master, flattered him that he would have time 
to arrange his accounts, in case Hyder should 
demand them, and to amass a sum sufficient 
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to cover the deficiency, before the Nabob, then 
engaged in the war on the coast of Malabar, 
would think of visiting Scirra. Mirza suf- 
fered himself to be persuaded by the adula- 
tion of his secretary ; and, continuing his 
imprudent extravagance, reduced the finances 
of his government to the utmost disorder. 

Hyder, who thought it proper to keep his 
brother-in-law in some fear, and concealed his 
project of making war on Travancore, wrote 
to Mirza, giving him commision to renew the 
truce with the Marattas; and at the same 
time acquainted him of his intention to re- 
pair to Seringapatam at the end of the yeai’, 
and afterwards to Scirra. He likewise gave 
orders to take, out of the money in reserve at 
Scirra, a sum sufficient to obtain the renewal 
of the truce with the Marattas. 

This letter, sufficiently perplexing to Mirza 
in every particular of its contents, gave him 
much anxiety and trouble r but the Bramin, 
finding the occasion favourable for averting 
the storm that threatened him still more than 
his master, addressed him thus : “ If you 
have skill to seize the opportuhity that Hyder 
presents to you, you will not only be out of 
all embarrassment, but may become an inde- 
pendent sovereign. Send me among the 
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Marattas, under the pretence, and with a 
commission to renew the truce, and I will 
treat with Madurao, and the national council, 
in such a manner, that they will with pleasure 
acknowledge you sovereign of the country 
you comniand ; and for a small tribute they 
will engage to defend you, as they desire 
nothing more than to diminish the power of 
Hyder, who has taken this very country from 
them.” 

Tlie insinuations of the Bramin’s ambition, 
the pleasure of being independent, the fear of 
Hyder’s arrival, and perhaps, more than any 
thing else, that false shame which prevents 
young people from recanting an error, deter- 
mined this prince to betray his trust. He 
suffered the Bramin to depart, giving him a 
commission to treat with the Marattas as he 
thought proper. This faithless minister found 
the Marattas very much disposed to listen to 
him. There was an English envoy at Pona,* 
who proposed tb them to attack Hyder, at the 
same time that Nizam and the English at- 
tacked him on their side. The arrival of the 


* Pona is the second capital of the Maratta coun- 
try, the residence of the general and the national council? 
and the place where the army annually assembles. 
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envoy determined the grand national council 
to make war on the Nabob ; but Madurao, 
though very young, possessed courage and 
greatness of soul, and would not consent to 
form any alliance with a traitor. “ I will 
not,” said he, “ consent to make war upon 
Hyder, unless he refuses to pay the Chotay ; * 
and, in that case, the Maratta army will be 
sufficient to compel him, without requiring an 
alliance with any one, much less with a trai- 


• The Chotay is the seventh part of the revenue of 
the Subaship of Decan and its dependencies, which Au- 
rengzebe granted to the Marattas. It is not regularly 
paid ; but the Marattas raise contributions in consequence 
of their claim, which are regulated according to their 
power, and the riches of the state that pays them. Hy- 
der, who possesses considerable tracts of country, as 
Mysore, &c. that owe the Chotay, in virtue of Au- 
rengzebe’s gift, has never submitted to this payment; 
insisting, that no one has any right to compel the people 
to pay any tax or tribute, except for the good of the state, 
or by the right obtained by superior strength ; that the 
Marattas being in this last case, he owed them nothing, 
because God had made him powerful enough to defend his 
subjects against them. He has, therefore, never made 
peace with that nation, but only truaes for three years, 
sometimes by paying them a sum of money, and some- 
times without paying any thing, according to the fortune 
of war. It is certain that, in the treaties made between 
these powers, the Chotay is never mentioned. 
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tor.” In spite of the generous sentiments of 
this young man, it was not in his power to 
determine the general council ; and he was 
obliged to conform to their decision. 

The very day following that on which 
Mugdoonl had apprized him of the infidelity of 
Mirza, Hyder received news of the arrival of 
the Marattas into the country of Scirra. It 
was in the highest degree afflicting to him, 
when he heard that his brother-in-law, to 
complete his ingratitude, had joined his ene- 
mies with the very army that was intrusted 
to his charge ; and that he had engaged to ad- 
mit the Marattas into Scin'a, and every other 
fortress in his government. 

An event so totally unexpected overthrew 
all the projects Hyder had formed, and re- 
duced him to the most difficult plan of de- 
fence. For though, upon the false advice of 
Mirza, he had supposed the Marattas were 
ready to renew the truce, yet he had con- 
cluded that, at' all events, he should have time 
to meet them on the other side of Scirra ; and, 
by joining his army to that of Mirza, he 
might give theta battle with Scirra, and the 
other strong places of that government, be- 
hind him, to which he might retire, if neces- 
sary : an event he hoped to see decided before 
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the Nizam could arrive with his army on 
the frontier of Bangalore, where of necessity 
he must make his first attack on him. But 
his dominions being laid open by the treason 
of Mirza, he could neither meet the Marattas, 
nor the combined armies of the SuKa and the 
English; but w^as forced to wait for them 
under the cannon of Seringapatam, the capi- 
tal of Mysore : for the country between that 
city and Scirra being a plain, without one 
good fortress, and his army much inferior to 
the Marattas in cavalry, he must have fought 
to a great disadvantage, as he must have run 
the risk of a total defeat, without being able 
to secure his country from pillage. The nu- 
merous Maratta cavalry, habituated to make 
incursions, and to subsist on the straw that 
covers the houses, would infallibly spread 
themselves over all Mysore, and might cut ofF^ 
his communication with the magazines of 
’ Seringapatam, and the mountains in its vici- 
nity, which were the only resource to sup- 
port his army ; and again, the army of Nizam 
would probably hasten its march, on hearing 
of the operations of the Marattas ; of which 
concatenation of circumstances, the probable 
result would be, that, finding himself between 
two armies, he might be forced to retire into 
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Canara, and abandon Serin gapatain, and the 
kingdom of Mysore, to his enemies. 

The genius of Hyder, vast and fertile in 
resources, seems to have been formed to shine 
in critical and embarrassing situations of this 
nature. He immediately determined on a 
plan of action : he divided all his army into 
small parties, and dispersed them over all the 
country, with orders to all the chiefs to com- 
mand and oblige all the inhabitants, as well 
of the country, as of the cities, towns, -villages, 
and fortresses, to abandon their dwellings, 
and retire to Seringapatam, bringing with 
them all their property of any kind whatso- 
ever. The troops were ordered, at the same 
time, to lay the whole country waste, without 
sparing any thing but the trees ; and to bum 
all forages, even to the straw that covered the 
houses. To facilitate the devastation, and the 
transport of goods, all the sutlers, valets, and 
other dependants on the army, were permit- 
ted to share the universal pillage ; and they 
went forth on this expedition, attended by 
every beast of burthen belonging to the army 
or the city. 

It is scarcely possible to form an idea of 
the promptitude with which this extraordi- 
nary order was carried into execution ; and 
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in how short a time one of the finest and 
most beautiful countries in the world was 
changed into a desert, for thirty leagues round 
Seringapatam. It is difficult to determine 
who were the readiest to shew their obedience, 
the inhabitants or the army; tHe former 
abandoned their houses, leaving nothing they 
could carry away, and they were succeeded 
by the troops, one party after another, who 
finished, by leaving absolutely nothing. 
Horsemen and soldiers were continually ar- 
riving at Seringapatam, carrying corn, rice, 
maize, and even wooden beds and earthen 
pots, no one chusing to return empty-handed : 
and, what may seem still more surprising, all 
the inhabitants arrived cheerful and content- 
ed, some caiTying their children, others their 
sick and infirm; the number of whom, in 
this happy climate, is always very small. As 
soon as any troop of people arrived, they were 
paid immediately the value of their effects, at 
so advantageous a price, that no dispute ever 
arose on the subject; and afterwards they 
were dispatched to an allotted part of the 
neighbouring mountains, whei*e they were al- 
lowed a sufficient quantity of rice and other 
necessaries, at a price much below that which 

B B 
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was given for what they sold at Seringa- 
patam.* 

To remove the surprise, that a whole people 
cheerfully abandoning their habitations must 
occasion, we only need observe, that all the 
lands are ‘the property of the sovereign, the 
cultivator being no more than an annual te- 
nant. The Indians of this country, even 
those who dwell in towns, have no other 
furniture than a bedstead, without covering 
or tester, whose bottom is composed of withy, 
and the bed-clothes of the richest is no more 
than a carpet ; a few chests of pasteboard to 
inclose their linen, some mats, and utensils of 
pottery, without tables or chairs, whose use is 


* The moderate price of provisions in the Tallies, where 
these inhabitants of the plain went to dwell for a time, 
ought not to be a matter of wonder, when the abundance 
at Coimbatoor is reflected on, and it is considered, that in 
the warm climates nothing is required on the earth but 
water, to insure good harvests. The rains are the most 
abundant in the mountainous countries, and the Indians 
have made vast basons at the feet of the mountains, which 
preserve great quantities of water, more than suflScient for 
all the purposes pf agriculture. Hyder, instead of re- 
ceiving his revenues in money, like the other Indian 
princes, receives them in provisions ; which he disposes of 
as well to his own advantage as that of his people. 
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unknown to them, as w^ell as three-fourths of 
the moveables which the Europeans employ ; 
and, as their houses are built of brick or 
earth, with very little wood-work, all the 
damage that the most merciless enemy can do, 
is quickly repaired. » 

While the troops were employed in laying 
the country waste, the utmost diligence was 
used in completing the fortifications of the 
camp, which, on the left, terminated against 
the city ramparts, and on the right at a re- 
doubt situated at the extremity of the canal, 
that, with the river Caveri, forms the island 
on which the city is built. By this position, 
the back part of the camp was secured fi’om 
every attack by the canal, which is very broad 
and deep, with steep banks : the front of the 
camp was defended by nine large redoubts, 
mounting twenty -four, thirty-three, and thirty- 
six pounders, that commanded the whole 
plain. About 300 toises before these, on the 
banks of the river, were seven’ other redoubts, 
flanking those before mentioned, each mount- 
ing six or eight pieces of cannon, and served 
by five hundred men. All* these redoubts 
had ditches before them, planted with palli- 
sades ; and as the river was everywhere ford- 
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able, and hard at bottom, twenty thousand 
coltrops were forged, to be laid as soon as 
the enemy appeared disposed to the attack. 
About one hundred pieces of cannon from 
the town ramparts, and fifty that were in a 
fortified p&goda situated on a very steep hill 
on the other side of the river, opposite the 
part of the island farthest from the city, 
would have flanked those who might be dis- 
posed to attack the first line of redoubts ; and 
the same artillery would have rendered the 
attack of the second line still more difiicult. 

In this camp, defended by three hundred 
pieces of cannon, it was, that Hyder waited 
the approach of his enemies ; and, as his 
cavalry would have been of no use to him, he 
divided it into two parties ; the principal of 
which was given to Mugdoom, who was sent 
to meet the Nizam in the country of Banga- 
lore, where he made the same devastation as 
had been made in the plains near Seringapa- 
tam. As that* ’country is interspersed with 
woods and mountains, and contains many 
very defensible fortresses, it was not so entire- 
ly abandoned : . this circumstance furnished 
Mugdoom with better opportunities of harrass- 
ing the army of Nizam, and carrying off the 
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foragers, who were of necessity much spread 
abroad on account of the waste situation of 
the country. 

The command of the rest of the cavalry, 
a small body of infantry, and all the irregu- 
lar troops, was given to * Meet Fizoolla 
Khan, ancient Nabob of Colar, and princi- 
pal general of Hyder, with orders to re- 
pair to the kingdom of Bisnagar, and defend 
the passes in the mountains which separate 
that kingdom from Canara, and to prevent 
the Mai’attas from penetrating, by joining 
his force to the military establishment of 
that country. He had instructions to assist 
Bassapatam, the capital of Bisnagar, if the 
Marattas should attack it, and to harrass the 


* Meer Fizoolla Khan is a Mogol nobleman of a very 
ancient house. All his family is attached to Hyder. His 
brother was Bucshee, or minster of war : he is a man of a 
I very handsome figure and appearance, as fair as an Euro- 
pean, very intelligent, of a most amiable and generous 
character, but more inclined to expence than his fortune 
allows ; he would be an extremely proper person to be 
sent on an embassy to Europe. Hyder has a great regard 
and esteem for him ; and his prodig^ity is one of the 
qualities that have procured him the confidence of that 
Nabob, who, like Cesar, is of opinion, that they who love 
mirth and pkasurCf are not the men who engage in con- 
^piracies. 
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rear of their army, if they should advance to- 
wards Seringapatam. 

While Hyder was busied in these prepara- 
tions, to which he was compelled by one of 
the most critical situations, it is possible for a 
great monarch to find himself in, he rode 
out every day on horseback, without many 
attendants, and affected to shew himself often 
to the army and citizens. His countenance 
was not then enlivened with that gaiety that 
usually distinguishes him, because his mind 
was occupied with the danger that threatened 
him, and he has not acquired the habit of 
disguising his thoughts ; on the contrary, a 
kind of mild languor or sadness appeared in 
his looks, that would have interested even 
his enemies in his misfortunes ; his tent was 
open at all times, and he never was easier of 
access than at this juncture. 

Though every kind of assembly and amuse- 
ment was forbade, he instructed Ins generals 
concerning thg* means he thought proper to 
use in his defence, with an air and manner 
not in the least expressive of embarrassment. 

The Europeans of his army, who interest- 
ed themselves with an anxious eagerness in 
the success of the prince, were impatient to 
know the post he would assign to them, in 
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C8>s6 of <in RttdiCk j for Hydor did not luakc 
public his order of battle, and caused the 
guards of every post to be changed daily, 
though, according to the news, the enemy was 
on the point of arriving. To satisfy their 
impatience, their commandant, with two 
other officers, waited upon Hyder, and ac- 
quainted him that, as he had always conferred 
upon the Europeans the honour of the most 
important post, they were come to request 
that he would put the defence of the first 
line of redoubts into their hands.* Tlie 
prince immediately answered, “ I had already 
determined to appoint you to the post you 
request ; and the demand you make, on an 
occasion when my enemies are innumerable, 
is so much the more agreeable to me, as it is 
a new mark of your affection : take the com- 
mand, plant your colours f in the center re- 


* The Topasses, commanded by European officers, 
were esteemed of this number, and th^ hussars and dra- 
goons also served in defence of the redoubts. 

t We have already observed, that all the commandant 
generals have a set of colours before their tent; that of 
the European commandant was distinguished by a cannon 
with a ball in its chase, which denoted his post as chief of 
the artillery, and two streamers above, as marks of his 
degrees in the cavalry and infantry. 
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douht ; and you may be assured of being 
powerfully seconded, for I myself will com- 
mand the second line, and engage to send 
you the necessary succours. I am very much 
oppressed with the treason of Mirza, whom 
I have always treated as my favourite child ; 
and I have had no reason to expect so numer- 
ous a combination of enemies ; who, so far 
from being provoked, have been loaded by 
me with benefits : but, notwithstanding their 
number, I do not despair. “ It is the power 
“ of God that has raised me, and I possess 
“ nothing but through him : as long as he 
“ supports me, I shall look down on my ene- 
“ mies ; and if he should forsake me, I must 
“ submit with resignation to his pleasure.” 

The fidelity of the commandants of the 
fortresses of Mai'k Scirra and Maggheri, gave 
Hyder all the time his preparations required ; 
for these officers, when they learned that the 
Governor-General had joined his army to that 
of the Marattak under Madurao, refused to 
obey him : but the general, desirous of pos- 
sessing the whole country, thought proper to 
besiege these places, which held out longer 
than was expected, particularly the fortress of 
Maggheri, into which a battalion of grenadier 
Sepoys had thrown themselves voluntarily, 
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simply on the requisition of the governor of 
the place, while they were employed in laying 
the country waste : they made a journey of 
fourteen leagues without once stopping, for 
fear of being too late. When the fortress 
had capitulated, Madurao was desirous of see- 
ing those grenadiers, whose formation had 
made so much noise in India; he was asto- 
nished to find these brave troops dirty and 
ill equipped. “ I am surj^sed,” said he, 
“ that so powerful a prince as your master 
pays so little attention to such brave men.” 
Their commandant replied, “ Desirous of the 
honour of fighting against you, wc hastened 
away without any necessaries but the clotlies 
on our backs ; and we have marched a 
day and a night without eating or drink- 
ing.” “ I am charmed at your spirit,” re- 
turned Madurao, “ and should be concerned 
that your master, who sent you out well cloth- 
ed, should see you return in such a state ; ” 
and immediately ordered them* two complete 
changes of clothes ; adding,* that “ though 


* In the Indian eapitulations the garrisons are never 
made prisoners of war ; but all the arras, colours, and 
ammunition belong to the victors, and the baggage of 
individuals is spared. 


t' (' 
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the terms of the capitulation require you to 
leave your arms and your colours, yet I return 
your colours as a mark of esteem for your 
master, and a recompence due to your valour.” 
ITius it was that war was carried on by men 
we are soVeady to think barbarous. 

After thus displaying the merit of the In- 
dians, it would be unjust to pass over in 
silence the sinrited action of one hundred 
European cannoniers of different nations. 
They had marched, like the others, against 
the Marattas, supposing they were to fight 
them ; but when they saw Mirza joined his 
army to theirs, they perceived the perfidy of 
the governor ; and, re2)airing to their general, 

“ Do you imagine,” said one of their officers, 

“ that we will fight against Hyder, whose pay 
we have so long received ? No, our intention 
is to fight for. him, and not against him. 
Adieu.” At the same time they departed, 
leaving all their baggage, having no other ’ 
arms hut their* sabres, because the cannoniers 
in Hyder’s army do no other service than 
that of the artillery. They arrived at Hyder’s 
camp, without having found any opposition ; 
for Mirza, no doubt ashamed of his treason, 
gave orders not to oppose thier departure. 
Hyder received them with great pleasure, 
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and gave the officers bracelets of gold, and 
money to the soldiers, paying them likewise 
the value of their baggage, upon their own 
estimation : this daring act of fidelity was 
perhaps the effect of the disgrace inflicted on 
the Europeans who adhered to Canero. 

General Smith and Rocun Dowla were soon 
advised of the junction of Mirza with the 
Marattas, and announced it to Nizam as a cer- 
tain presage of the ruin of Hyder. This news 
frustrated all the efforts and intrigues of Hy- 
der ’s friends in the court of that Suha; and 
perhaps those very friends, convinced that his 
ruin was inevitable, might grow cool to his 
interests. The Suba being always in want of 
money to support his expensive pleasures, 
General Smith found it not difficult to per- 
suade him to hasten his march, without stop- 
ping to make any siege, lest the Marattas 
should take Seringapatam, and seize the great- 
est part of the spoils. 'Phis forced march, 
and the time consumed by M^idurao in his 
two sieges, were the causes that both annies 
arrived together near Cenapatam, about seven 
leagues from Seringapatam. 

The absolute solitude and desert face of the 
country, which the enemies perceived in their 
approach to the capital of Mysore ; the daily 
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loss of their foraging parties, attacked by dif- 
ferent bodies of Hyder’s horse ; and the im- 
possibility of obtaining any advice concern- 
ing the situation and force of Hyder’s army, 
gave the different chiefs of the armies to un- 
derstand that the brilliant hopes they had in- 
dulged, of sharing the dominions and trea- 
sures of Hyder, were not likely to be realized. 

As soon as the two armies were joined, 
different coi-ps of horse appeared in the plain 
of Seringapatam. Many advanced so near 
as to reconnoitre the town, and the redoubts 
in which Hyder’s colours were displayed ; as 
they met with no interruption from Hyder, 
they rode about the plain, and viewed every 
thing at their ease. The same ceremony was 
jierformed the following day; but on the 
third, at nine in the morning, the plain was 
covered with the cavalry of both armies, with 
the chiefs at their head on their elephants : 
this cavalry was followed by a body of infan- 
try, who brought forward about fifty large 
cannon, that arrived about noon. The view 
was grand and striking : the number of 
horses was abov,e one hundred thousand ; and 
there were more than two hundred elephants. 

General Smith, at the head of a large body 
of cavalry, among whom were distinguished 
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various chiefs, though neither Nizam nor 
Madurao were seen, advanced to reconnoitre 
the camp. When this cavalry appeared dis- 
posed to advance no farther, a signal was 
given from the redoubt in which Hyder was, 
and the fire poured at once from gll the re- 
doubts, from the fortress at the head of the 
bridge, * and from the mountain : this last 
did no great mischief, hut tenified Nizam and 
his army, and convinced General Smith 
that the project of attacking Hyder in his 
camp was impracticable, especially for an army 
whose chief strength lay in cavalry. Towards 
the evening they who commanded this vast 
multitude of men, retired, together with their 
soldiers, in much disorder, to their respective 
camps. 

Tlie following day, a council was held with 
Nizam, at which the chiefs of both armies 
assisted. Every one being ‘desirous of put- 
ting his own opinion in practice, no determi- 
nation was settled on, though,^ General Smith 


' * This fortress is situated in a bend of the river. It is 
a good Indian fortification, to which Hyder has added a 
glacis and covered way, planted with pallisades. The 
chief difficulty of the attack arises from the figure of the 
place, which, forming a crescent, would enfilade the trench 
of the enemy. 
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gave the only good advice ; which was, to se- 
parate the two armies, and make feints to 
draw Hyder out of his camp ; but, notwith- 
standing the propriety of this idea, every one 
was dissatisfied with it, because it shewed too 
plainly, that their elevated expectations were 
ill-founded, and required great abatements to 
reduce them to probability. 

The Maratta chiefs having returned to 
their camp, no more councils were held ; but 
the two camps remained in the same situa- 
tion, many messengers passing between them. 
Tire Marattas traversed the country, as well 
as different cori)s of Nizam’s army : they fre- 
quently met the cavalry of Hyder, which 
almost always had the advantage ; Mughdoom 
especially, who is an excellent officer, had the 
most decided success. Forages every day be- 
came more scarce, and the capture of the 
foragers, of horses, elephants, camels, and 
oxen, continued to such a degree, that they at 
last could not, be sold at Bangalore at any 
rate. At length the provisions of rice brought 
by the merchants were exhausted, and thd 
price of this indispensable article, as well as 
of every other necessary, increased every day. 
Hyder, who was informed of every thing as 
it happened, remained at his ease in his camp, 
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where every thing was in such gi'eat abun- 
dance, that subsistence cost scarcely any 
thing. The inhabitants, supposing every 
thing would fetch a great price, had laid in 
vast stores ; every soldier had a hole in the 
earth near his tent, filled with rice', the river 
afforded fish in abundance ; and every kind 
of country provisions came from the moun- 
tains and vallies in the night, attended by a 
numerous escort of infantry, after four hours’ 
travel through a road intersected by hedges 
and ditches, where the cavalry w'ould have 
had no opportunity of shining. 

The Marattas, under the pretence of being 
nearer to the forages, withdrew from Cenapa- 
tam, and encamped on the Caveri, at five 
leagues from Seringapatam. It appears, that 
they must have conferred with Hyder pre- 
vious to the movement ; for. two days after 
the change of their camp the truce was con- 
• eluded on ; and on receiving six lacks of 
rupees in hand, and six payable in six months, 
they engaged to retire out of his country, and 
to restore Scirra : but the rest of the district 
intrusted to Mirza was abaixloned to them, 
and they suffered that governor to remain in 
possession of it, on the condition of paying a 
small tribute ; for the security of which they 
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retained the fortress of Maggheri : the money 
was no sooner counted, than the Marattos 
raised their camp, and departed, taking the 
road to Scirra. 

This news gave the alarm in the camp of 
Nizam, afid that sovereign, more alarmed 
than the rest, was exceedingly embarrassed. 
Hyder, who knew his character, and judged 
it a jwoper occasion to imjwess him with still 
more terror, recalled his anny from the king- 
dom of Bisnagar, marched his troops out of 
the island, and encamped in the plain on the 
road to Cenapatam. This manoeuvre pro- 
duced its whole effect on the timid and ener- 
vated prince, and disposed him to listen to 
the suggestions of Basalutjung, his brother, 
Mahfouz Khan, and other friends of Hyder : 
and there is no doubt, hut he would have pro- 
ceeded in direet opposition to his Divan, if 
that minister, seeing the impossibility of en- 
couraging his master, had not been the first to ■ 
give him the ditect advice to treat with Hyder ; 
and offered to undertake the negociation him- 
self, as a business that he was confident might 
he concluded with the greatest facility. To 
remove General Smith, and the greatest part 
of the English forces, he informed that com- 
mander, that since, in the present situation of 
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things, provisions, and succours could only be 
had from the country of Arcot, it was neces- 
sary that the English should get possession of 
certain places belonging to Hyder, to secure a 
free passage for the convoys that might be 
sent from Madras and the other places depen- 
dent on the English and Mohumed Ali. 

Tlie English general had not been blind to 
the disposition tliat prevailed of treating with 
Hyder ; but he was happy at an opportunity 
of approaching his frontiers, to place liimself 
out of the reach of the perfidy it was probable 
he might experience ; and to remove himself 
from a country in which he might be shut up, 
and obliged to surrender, with all his army, if 
Nizam chose to delivet him up to Hyder. He 
wrote an account to Madras of what had 
passed ; and at the same time expressed his 
suspicions of Nizam and his minister ; he 
proposed to make the best treaty they could 
with Hyder, for fear the English shoidd find 
themselves charged singly with a war so much 
the more burthensome as it would be in their 
own country ; and, after having taken leave 
of Nizam, who loaded him w\th caresses, from 
the satisfaction he had of seeing him depart, 
he set off) leaving, however, to the faith of 

D D 
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Nizam, two hundred Europeans, one thousand 
Sepoys, and some pieces of cannon. 

While the government of Madras received 
the dispatches of General Smith, Mohumed 
Ali received others from Rocun Daulla, his 
brother-in-ilaw, which gave him the most 
positive assurances that Nizam would con- 
tinue the wai’ against Hyder, till he had 
forced him to yield at least all the coun- 
try of Bangalore, and all Malleam, or the 
Carnatic; that is to say, the vallies of 
Coimhatoor, Ceylon, Kisnagari, &c. : and 
while he magnified the forces of the Suba 
beyond the truth, he diminished those of 
Hyder ; who, he said, were incapable of pre- 
senting themselves before the army of his 
invincible sovereign. The council of Madras, 
persuaded by Mohumed Ali, paid no regard 
to the advice of General Smith, but order- 
ed him to attack the places of Hyder, and 
to agree with Nizam in every thing; pro- 
mising to supply him amply with provisions, 
ammunition, money, and even troops, if ne- 
cessary. At the same time that this unprin- 
cipled Divan wrpte thus to Mohumed Ali, he 
dispatched his other brother, Mahfouz Khan, to 
Hyder, to offer to meet him at Seringapatam, 
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and to assure him, that he was disposed to do 
every thing that might he agreeable to him, as 
Mahfouz Khan would explain to him. Hyder, 
on receipt of Rocun Daulla’s letter, in order 
to give some confidence to Nizam, caused his 
army to return to its ancient camp i and wrote 
to the Divan, that he would be received as 
became a person of his rank and character : it 
was likewise permitted to the merchants of 
his camp, and the country people, to carry pro- 
visions to the army of Nizam. When this 
Suba had read the letter of Hyder, he ordered 
a cessation of arms, which was likewise order- 
ed on the side of Hyder ; and the Divan set 
out for Hyder ’s camp. Hyder received him, 
and, after a short conversation, retired, and 
Rocun Daulla having seen the grand retinue 
of Hyder, returned to his own camp. The 
day following, the Divan came to have audi- 
ence of Hyder in great ceremony; and, to 
lose less time in going and coming, he came 
and encamped between the t\ro lines of re- 
doubts ; both parties being desirous of con- 
cluding, the treaty was made in a few days. 
It was agreed, that Tippoo Sultan, the son of 
Hyder, should marry the daughter of Mahfouz 
Khan, who, as eldest son of Unvurade^n 
Khan, was the lawful Nabob of Arcot : that 
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Mahfouz Khan should give up all his right to 
his future son-in-law : that the two Subas 
should join their forces to reduce Mohumed 
Ali Khan, and those who took his part : that, 
during the time the two armies acted in con- 
junction, IJyder should pay six lacks of rupees 
per month to the Nizam, and should have the 
sole right of putting garrisons in the several 
fortresses of the nabobship of Arcot ; the com- 
mand of wliich should be given to Mugh- 
doom Ali Khan, brother-in-law of Hyder, 
who should govern the country in the names 
of his nephew, Tippoo Sultan, and Mahfouz 
Khan : that the former should enjoy the whole 
revenue of that nabobship ; for which Mugh- 
doom should account, after deducting the 
charge of supporting the troops, and adminis- 
tering the government. 

To unite all the claims in the person of 
Tippoo Sultan, Raza Ali Khan, son of Chanda 
Saeb, likewise yielded up to the young prince 
all his pretensions as well to the nabobship 
of Arcot, as to Trichnopoli and Madura ; and 
Hyder and Tippoo Sultan, on their part, en- 
gaged to give him all the country of Tanjore, 
after deposing ttie Raja, as a punishment for 
the murder of Chanda Saeb, father of Raza : 
the country of Tanjore was understood as in- 
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tended to be held by him under the same 
vassallage to the Nabob of Arcot as it had 
therefore been held by the former Rajas ; and, 
finally, the two Subas engaged not to separate, 
but to exert all their forces to carry this treaty 
into effect. . 

Previous to the ratification of the treaty 
which Mahfouz Khan undertook to prepare, the 
retinue of Tippoo Sultan was got ready ; it 
was composed of six thousand of the best in- 
fantry, of which three thousand were grenadier 
Sepoys or Topasses, and four thousand cho- 
sen Cavalry, with three hundred Europeans, 
and a regiment of hussars ; he likewise had 
the greatest part of his father’s Savari. Mah- 
fouz Khan having brought the ratification, 
Rocun Daulla departed, loaded with presents, 
and Mahfouz Khan accompanied him. 

It will hardly be credited, that Hyder, at 
the monent of parting with his son, was in 
the greatest perplexity and concern, and ex- 
pressed it to his friends : “ I am afraid,” said 
he, “ of the perfidious and cruel Nizam : he 
has assassinated his own brother, will he spare 
my son ? or, at least, have I not reason to 
conclude that he will detain him, and compel 
me, by the apprehension of my son’s danger, 
either to pay him a large sum, or to make 
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great concessions to him ? For, in short, I 
trust my son in the hands of a wretch to 
whom nothing is sacred.” This discourse, 
and many other actions of his, prove that one 
of the greatest weaknesses of Hyder is his 
extreme affection for his children and all his 
relations. However, on the assurances made 
hy Raza Saeb and Meer Fesoulla Khan (who 
were charged to accompany his son, and who 
protested they would themselves perish before 
the least accident should happen to the young 
prince) he suffered him to depart, being like- 
wise much encouraged by reflecting on the 
bravery of the troops and the nobility that 
attended him. 

This little army arrived hy a single march 
at Cenapatara. Tlie whole army of Nizam, 
and especially the English officers as well as 
soldiers, were extremely surprised at their ap- 
pearance. Though they had heard of Hyder ’s 
army, yet they could not conceive how Indian 
troops, who hOiW always been ill-disciplined, 
could march in such good order, and perform 
their evolutions with such rapidity and exact- 
ness. The beauty of their arms and clothing 
was equally uncommon and strange to them ; 
and they were astonished at the pomp of the 
Savari. The troops were no sooner encamped 
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than the officers came to visit those of Hyder, 
and continually spoke with admiration of the 
excellence of the troops. 

The following day Tippoo Sultan received 
a visit from Busalutjung, brother of Nizam : 
he was accompanied by Rocun Daulla, and 
the principal lords of the court. The suc- 
ceeding day the son of Hyder repaired with 
all his retinue to the tent of the Suba, who 
rendered him the highest honours, and the 
voluntary cession of Arcot by Mahfouz Khan 
and Raza Saeb, the only legitimate pretenders 
to that territory, left no doubt concerning the 
rights of the son of Hyder Ali Khan. The 
Nizam dismissed the few remaining English 
troops, acquainting them that the alliance he 
had contracted with Hyder Ali Khan having 
terminated their differences, he had no farther 
occasion for their services ; and that he should 
write to the governor and council of Madras, 
to which place they might retire. 

As soon as Hyder was informed that his son 
was ackno wedged Nabob of Arcot, he wrote to 
his Vakeel, Menagi Pundit, resident at Ma- 
dras, transmitting to him a memorial to be 
presented to the governor. The substance of 
the memorial was, that Nizam Daulla and 
Hyder Ali Khan, being well informed that 
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Mohumed Ali Khan, * by his continual usur- 
pations and intrigues, was the author of all 
the troubles that had so long agitated Hindobs- 
tan, had resolved to mak^'war upon him, till 
they had deprived him of all the territory he 
possessed »to the exclusion of the proper and 
legitimate heirs ; that in consequence they 
thought proper to warn the English against 
affording him any assistance ; and required 
them to withdraw their troops out of any 
garrisons they might possess in the Nabobship 
of Arcot, or any of the countries usurped by 
Mahomed ; that nevertheless, as it was known 
that these places were pledges for sums due 
to them from Mohumed Ali, Hyder Ali offer- 
ed to reimburse them in any sums lawfully 
due, among which he could not reckon those 
sums that were dispensed for the purposes of 
dispossessing the Nabobs of Vellore, Vande- 
vachi, and other rightful proprietors, of their 
territories ; but, on the contrary, he expected 
that these last" Should be indemnified from all 
the losses they had sustained. 

It may be easily conceived that a memorial 


• Hyder was not ignorant that Mohumed Ali was no 
more than the agent of the English ; but he acted in this 
manner to retort their own politics upon themselves. 
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or manifesto, totally new and uncommon in 
India, and declaratory of a war against the 
English, of which they were to hear the 
whole expence, mift have caused the utmost 
astonishment to that people. Tliis declara- 
tion was directed against the possessions of 
the English, Mohumed Ali Khan being a 
Nabob merely nominal, without troops or 
money, and the slave of the English. 

It was the policy of the English in India 
to traverse the designs of the smallest poten- 
tate, who might wish to enlarge his domini- 
ons, for fear he might arrive to a capability of 
making head against them : their administra- 
tion had long been alarmed at the rapid con- 
quests of Hyder, and the sudden elevation 
of his power. In consequence of Nizam 
Doulla’s having ceded to them four northern 
provinces, they had engaged to furnish twelve 
hundred Europeans, and a coq)s of Sepoys, 
to the army of that Suha : General Smith, 
commander of this body of trtx)ps, was order- 
ed to inspire Nizam with jealousy of the 
conquests of Hyder ; and to confer with 
Rocun Daulla concerning the projected war ; 
offering the Suba all the English forces, and 
fixing his attention on the immense treasures 
Hyder had found in the kingdom of Canara 
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and the coast of Malabar ; treasures which 
they affinned could not but fall into his 
hands, as it was impossible for Flycler to stafid 
against the united forces 9 the Suba and the 
English. 

The English government did not at that 
time indulge the hope of plundering Ilyder 
entirely, hut they expected to stop the course 
of his conquests, and oblige him to abandon 
the coast of Malabar, among the inhabitants 
of which they proposed to excite a revolt. 
By this means their intention was to com- 
pel Hydcr to yield, either to them or to Mo- 
humed Ali Khan, all the country depend- 
ant on Mysore that lies beyond the great 
Gales, or mountains ; which, according to 
them, ought to he the natural bounds of his 
dominions. They proposed to leave him in 
possession of all the rest of his dominions, in 
the persuasion tliat it was of advantage to the 
security and tranquillity of their possessions, 
that so warlike and powerful a prince as 
Hyder should he between them and the 
Mai’attas.* 


* That it may not be thought that the author of these 
Memoirs expresses his own idea rather than those of the 
princes, governors, and generals he speaks of, he thinks it 
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But at all events, whether the hopes of *the 
English respecting the war with Hyder were 
rational or not, it is certain that when they 
learned that the Marattas had declared war 
against him, and Mirza, his brother-in-law, 
had joined them, their expectations were un- 
bounded, and they devoured by anticipation 
the treasures of Hyder. 

The council of Madras, who till then had 
envied the brilliant fortune of the Calcutta 
administration in the enjoyment of an im- 
mense territorial revenue, flattered themselves 
in a short time to realize their chimerical 
hopes, and to eipial them in splendour and 
importance. I’heir letters to the Court of 
Directors were filled with brilliant projects, 
that promised no less than tlie possession of 
all the coast from Cape Rama to Cape Como- 
rin : the Court of Directors were thrown into 
a kind of delirium by their admiration of the 
profound policy of their servants ; and every 


proper to observe, that tliese pretensions are collected 
from a conference between himself and the governor 
(Boschier) of Madras, together with Colonel Call, first in 
council, and chief engineer, in which they attempted to 
persuade him, that it was the interest of Hyder to make 
this cession, in order to insure the protection and assistance 
of the English. 
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one being anxious to possess a large share of 
the Company’s stock, the price rose to £275 
per Cent, in the year 1768, though it after- 
wards fell at once to £220, on the news of 
the excursion of Hyder’s cavalry to the gates 
of Madras. ; a fall which, to the present time, 
has been constantly increasing. 

Hyder Ali Khan having by his address de- 
stroyed the formidable alliance on which the 
English company formed such pleasing 
dreams, because they knew so little of the 
character and power of their allies, and still 
less of the enemy whose ruin they meditated, 
it became incumbent on the council of Ma- 
dras to justify themselves : for this purpose 
they could find no better pretence than to 
attribute the defeat of their projects, and the 
war that threatened them in the country of 
Arcot, to the intrigues of the French. 

The despotism exercised in India by the 
English, against other European nations, was 
such, that there? w'as nothing they hesitated to 
do against any power, whether native or 
European : they never pardoned other nations 
the crime of fulfilling their engagements, of 
whatever nature they might be, with any 
sovereign, though they themselves sold mus- 
quets and cannon to every Indian power ; 
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seven-eighths of Hyder’s arras being of Eng- 
lish make. Their cruelty towards their pri- 
soners, and the barbarity with which they 
destroyed Pondicherry, had reduced the great- 
est part of the French to misery. The un- 
happy situation they found themselves in 
after the establishment of the peace, compell- 
ed great numbers of them to seek employ- 
ment and subsistence from Hyder and other 
princes. When any of these unfortunate 
people fell into the hands of the English, a 
dungeon was the lightest punishment they 
were to expect. To accomplish their pur- 
poses they employed, as will be shewn in the 
course of these Memoirs, promises, menaces, 
and even forgery, to cause them to enter into 
their service. 

So far from the French government having 
had any concern in this war, declared by Hy- 
der, it is certain that no correspondence with 
respect to that Nabob’s operations ever exist- 
ed, either between him and' .them, or with 
any officer of Hyder’s army, till after the 
conclusion of the treaty between Hyder and 
Nizam ; — ^truth obliges me make this last 
exception. The correspondence began by 
two letters, one from Hyder, and the other 
from Raza Saeb, which these personages 
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charged the commandant of Europeans to 
forward to the governor of Pondicherry. — 
Here follows the substance of the letters. ’ 

Hyder complained in his letter, that the 
English, without provocation, and after re- 
ceiving many favours, had projected his ruin ; 
and by every species of intrigue had formed a 
league with the Suba of Decan, and the 
Marattas, against him : that they had attack- 
ed his places, without any other inducement 
than a desire to rob others of their property ; 
but that he had dissolved the league made 
against him, by forming an alliance with 
Nizam Danila, for the purpose of making war 
against the English and Mohumed Ali Khan, 
the pi'omoter of their unjust aggu’ossion. 

He observed, that by having I’ormerly as- 
sisted the French against the same enemy, 
and having saved Pondicherry, he had every 
reason to hope that the French would return 
him the same good office in so just a war : 
that he was not ignorant of the peace then 
(1767) subsisting between the French and the 
English ; but that, while the orders of the 
French king we^e expected, he might send con- 
cealed succours, for which Hyder would be 
very thankful, and pay any price that might 
be charged for the service to be done : that, 
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in short, he referred to the letter of the French 
commandant, on whom he had a perfect re- 
liance, and whose proijosals on Hjder’s part 
might he credited as if signed hy himself, and 
to whom he might address himself on any 
subject that recpiired secrecy. . 

Raza Sael) wrote, that his family had al- 
ways been attached to the Frencli since their 
first establishment in India : that in conse- 
quence of his inviolable attachment, his father 
had lost his life, his mother ^vas prisoner at 
Madras, and he himself had lost every thing: 
that an opportunity now presented itself of 
repairing his fortune in some measure, hy the 
assistance of his friends : that he hoped to 
find his most ancient allies, the French, dis- 
posed to assist him against those who had un- 
justly robbed him, and were the cause of all 
his misfortunes : he concluded his letter, like 
Hyder, by referring to tlie French officer for 
details, having, as he affinned, the most un- 
bounded confidence in him. • . 

These letters were secretly carried to P on- 
dicherry by the Persian writer of the com- 
mandant, a man deserving tliQ most absolute 
confidence, and who had been long attached 
to the French nation, having been employed 
by M. Lally at Pondicherry, where his resi- 
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dence had been for above thirty years, and 
where his wife and children then were : the 
letters were put into the stock of a pistol, 
which this man wore at his girdle, walking on 
foot, and leading an ox loaded with several 
wares of the country, like a petty merchant or 
pedlar. 

To answer the trust these two princes re- 
posed in him, and to fulfil his duty to his 
king and country, the commandant dispatch- 
ed a letter, together with those of the Nabobs. 

After confirming the resolution taken by 
the two Subas to carry on the war on the 
coast of Coromandel, he gave an exact detail 
of the forces of Hyder, and those of Nizam ; 
and, to shew that he spoke witli a knowledge 
of the business, he likewise gave an account 
of the English forces. He demonstrated that 
it was impossible for the English to secure 
themselves from loss in this war, because their 
former successes in India arose from their 
wars being carried on near the sea-coast, or 
on the banks of the Ganges, which gave them 
a facility of conveying stores and ammunition 
by sea, and receiving other assistance from 
their vessels ; whereas, in their contest with 
Hyder, they would be deprived of those ad- 
vantages, the war being to be carried on in a 
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country remote from the sea, without one na- 
vigable river ; where the fortresses are spread 
at great distances from each other; and where 
every advantage would depend upon cavalry, 
of which the English were entirely destitute : 
that the army of Hyder was totally unlike 
those of the other Indian powers, the duty 
being performed with regularity : and that, if 
the English placed any dependance on night 
attacks, surprizes, or treason on the part of 
his generals, they would find themselves mis- 
taken ; that he himself, being intrusted with 
the safety and preservation of the army, could 
with the most absolute confidence promise to 
insure it from any surprize ; and that the 
treasons so frequent in the other Indian 
armies could not take place in Hyder ’s, be- 
cause the generals had no property in their 
troops, all the officers, horsemen, and soldiers, 
having but one master : and, concluding that 
Hyder would have the advantage, he advised 
that an exact and absolute nejutrality would 
not be the most prudent mode of action, be- 
cause it would of necessity displease both 
parties.* But the medium tie advised w'as. 


* Hyder and Baza Saeb requested succours, as a return 
for their former services ; and Mohumed Ali demanded 
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to send some small succours to Hyder, pro- 
mising to send more ; the performance of 
which promise might he delayed at pleasure, 
by throwing the excuse on contrary winds, 
that prevented the anival of shipping. As 
the force at Pondicherry was but small, no 
great force could be sent from thence, but 
it would be sufficient to send some officers 
and good gunners, who might join the army 
as deserters, without embroiling the nation, 
whose interest it was to see the power of the 
English in India depressed. The officer add- 
ed, that as a faihful subject of his king, and 
from the daring character of Hyder when he 
is attended with victory, he judged it proper 
to advise the governor to fortify Pondicheny 
as early as possible, were it only by clearing 
the ditches, raising the ramparts with dry 
earth or the ruins of the old works,* and 
mounting a few cannon on the bastions ; be- 
cause, if Hyder should approach Pondicherry, 


that the French should support him, as Nabob ofArcot, 
acknowledged by the treaty of Fontainebleau. 

• The new fortifications of Pondicherry were then 
scarcely began; but the governor, immediately on the 
receipt of this letter, gave the place an appearance of be- 
ing in a state of defence. 
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and perceive it without defence, he might lay 
aside the respect due to the French colours, 
and take all the artillery, and other matters he 
might he in need of, as payment of his due 
for the succours formerly granted the French : 
at the same time the officer assured the gover- 
nor, that if any violence or want of respect 
for the king’s standard should he shewn, he 
might depend upon the co-operation of about 
eight hundred Europeans, who were in Hy- 
der’s army. The letter was concluded, by ad- 
vising the governor to purchase rice and pro- 
visions for Pondicherry, by taking advantage 
of the abundance then in the country, and 
the fear the inhabitants were in of being 
plundered by the Indian armies; because the 
resolution was taken to lay the whole country 
w'aste by the cavalry and irregular troops, as 
was really done afterwards — (the French go- 
vernor profited by the advice, and was in con- 
sequence able, during the whole war, to keep 
the price of rice at Pondicherry at less than 
half its value at Madras) : and, lastly, the offi- 
cer added, that to forward the good disposition 
of Hyder and his allies, it would he proper to 
send M. B , or some other person esteem- 

ed by Hyder, on an embassy, to compliment 
the two Suhas. 
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The receipt of these dispatches gave the 
governor infinite pleasure, as they dispelled 
his fears concerning Hyder, whom he justly 
considered as the natural ally • of France. 
But, from experience, having a very low opi- 
nion of tlie bravery of Indian troops when 
they fight against Europeans, he could not 
adopt the ideas of the French commandant of 
Hyder ’s army : besides which, the Company’s 
instructions, then subsisting, were so precise 
in commanding him to avoid every subject of 
contention whatsoever, and particularly with 
the English, that he thought himself obliged 
to answer these letters in a manner very dif- 
ferent from what had been expected. 

His letter to Hyder began by felicitations 
on the glory he had acquired by his conquests, 
and the glorious peace he had made with his 
numerous enemies, who were become his al- 
lies : he observed that it was with concern he 
heard that war, which is always ruinous to 
nations, was abQut to commence on the coast 
of Coromandel : that he wished the Nabob 
every kind of prosperity, and would not fail 
to send an embassy to compliment him when 
he came near Pondicherry ; but that he was 
exceedingly concerned at its being out of his 
power to dispose of any troops against the 
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English, because the two nations were at 
peace, which he could not infringe without 
nev orders from the king his master, to whom 
he would write without delay : and, lastly, he 
referred to the French commandant, who had 
forwarded the Nabob’s letters, an4 who, he 
said, would explain such matters as required 
detail. 

The letter to Raza Saeb was to the same 
purport. In answer to the officer’s letter, the 
governor advised him, that, by dispatching the 
letters of the two Nabobs, he had subjected 
him to the risk of breaking with the Eng- 
lish ; that he earnestly begged he would spare 
him the consequences of such a correspon- 
dence, as he could not render a greater ser- 
vice to his country, in the then situation of 
the French in India, without troops, and with- 
out fortifications : that in the mean time he 
would not fail to represent his compliance to 
this request in its true light to the minister, 
and the East India Company*; and he might 
depend on his informing them of the services 
he had rendered them by the important ad- 
vices contained in his letter : that, from his 
own unhappy experience of the jjusillanimity 
of the Indians, when they combat with Euro- 
peans, he had reason to fear that the future 
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war would not turn out to the advantage of the 
two Subas : that he could not, in any manner, 
afford assistance either to Hyder or Raza Saeb, 
his orders being too precise in* directing to 
give no subject of complaint to the English, 
or to Molvumed Ali : that he begged he would 
explain these reasons to the two princes 
who had written to him, softening his refusal as 
he judged best : and, more especially, he beg- 
ged him to write no more directly to him, but 
that he should be glad to hear news of his 
negociation by a letter in cyphers, which he 
might send by way of M. . . . 

There is no room to reproach this governor 
for his faithful and strict obedience to his or- 
ders. It is to be wished they had been less 
precise, as he might then have profited by 
this opportunity, that the ministry could not 
possibly foresee : by a correspondence with 
Hyder, he might have animated him to a war 
against the English, that would have been 
ruinous to^thejii Company ; and, by answer- 
ing the wishes of that prince in a very slight 
degree, might have prevented certain events 
that impeded his progress, and which obliged 
him to make peace, and reserve himself for 
another opportunity of enforcing his son’s 
just pretensions to the Nabobship of Arcot. 
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This governor gave advice to the minister 
and the Company of the approaching invasion 
of "the coast of Coromandel by the combined 
armies of thfe two Subas : and at the same 
time he communicated his fears for the event 
of the war, which he considered as necessarily 
productive of the ruin of Hyder: who would, 
he said, have been a very useful ally, if the 
French officer (commandant of Europeans) 
wanting experience, had not carried him to 
this extremity, but had reserved him for the 
time of war between England and France ; — 
an expression dictated by the European pre- 
judice, which leads us to imagine that the in- 
habitants of the other parts of the world have 
not received from nature the same portion of 
reason and judgment as ourselves, to deter- 
mine for themselves according to their own 
interest, rather than to follow the most speci- 
ous reasoning that can be offered to the con- 
, trary. It is to be presumed that, on the sim- 
■ pie exposition of the facts, or from the copy 
of the French officer’s letter, the ministry had 
taken those resolutions, upon receiving the 
news of the invasion, which were not deter- 
mined on till the end of 1769 ; — ^resolutions 
that would have been fatal to the English 
empire in India, if the differences relative 
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to the Falkland Islands had not been made 
np. 

Hyder, after having determined to make a 
descent on the coast of Coromandel with Ni- 
zam Danila, took every precaution to prevent 
interruption from other parts : he was sensi- 
ble of the importance of the war he was en- 
gaged in, and which was to be transacted with 
enemies so much the more to be feared, as 
they knew how to fight. By the advise of his 
European commandant, he gave up the idea 
of forming a corps of European infantry, on 
account of the impossibility of making them 
sufficiently numerous to face a single English 
regiment : he therefore determined to incor- 
porate all his European soldiers either among 
his hussars or dragoons, or among his ar- 
tillery, except such as were made officers of the 
grenadier Sepoys or Topasses; which was 
the corps of infantry destined to face the 
English troops. The artillery of his army 
was likewise considerably augmented ; and he 
took proper measures to have always an im- 
mense quantity of ammunition, such as it 
was impossible, for any European army to 
convey after them, or indeed for any other 
army that was not perfectly assured of its rearr 
The Indian armies have great quantities of 
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l»aggtige, can’ied by oxen and camels. Be- 
sides the baggage of the army, it is followed 
by a great, number of merchants and work- 
men of every kind, who have many beasts of 
burthen. Hyder gave orders that all these, 
not excepting those of the soverei^, should 
carry a ball, from twelve to six-and-thirty 
pounds, for which the proprietor of the beast 
should be answerable. 

A horde, consisting of a kind of Bohemians, 
very numerous in India, of unknown origin, 
inhabitants of the woods (whom the preju- 
dices of India has forbidden to dwell in wall- 
ed towns, because it is said they eat every 
kind of animal or reptile,) was permitted by 
Hyder, who is above prejudice, to follow the 
army, and sell milk, wood, and every thing 
their industry could procure. These men 
undertook to convey a considerable part of 
the powder, by means of their little carriages 
drawn by buffaloes : to assist them in pro- 
curing a subsistence, part of them were taken 
into pay as pioneers, and were of the greatest 
utility in sieges and the construction of in- 
trenchments, or repairing of roads, as well by 
carrying earth as by making gabions and 
fascines. 

The harness of all the cannon and artillery 
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was doubled ; and, that nothing might retard 
their march, every piece of eighteen pounds or 
upwards was provided with an elephant* 
The ammunition waggons carried two hun- 
dred charges of powder, and an immense num- 
ber of cartridges, for the musquetry. Every 
battalion of grenadier Sepoys had two four- 
pounders in its suite. 

While these different preparations were 
making, Hyder arranged every affair relative 
to his dominions, so as to be out of appre- 
hension of any unexpected event happening 
in his absence. 


* It can hardly be imagined how useful these ele- 
phants are, nor with what skill and intelligence they 
do their work. When a piece of artillery is drawn up 
a hill, the elephant is behind it, and sustains it with 
his foot, while the oxen pause to take breath : if the 
piece is going do\yn a hill, the elephant retains it by a 
rope fastened to his trunk ; if the tackle gets entang- 
led, or if the piece oversets, or sticks fast, he assists 
the oxen according to the circumstances. An officer of 
reputation, then major of artillery, but now ( 1782 ) resi- 
dent at Paris, affirms, that he has seen the elephant of a 
piece of cannon (out of patience to see that the oxen did 
not draw, in spite pf the whips of their drivers) cut a 
branch of a tree, and beat those animals till they acted as 
he thought proper. — When the piece is brought before the 
battery, the elephant himself places it in the embrasure, 
without any assistance. 
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The truce with the Marattas, and his alli- 
ance with Nizam, delivered him from the fear 
of any foreign enemy, and permitted him to 
employ his whole force against them, by depriv- 
ing them of the means to create disturbances 
by their intrigues. He restored their dominions 
to the different Nayre princes, on condition of 
an annual tribute, which he proposed to de- 
mand, or to let accumulate, according to the 
situation of his affairs ; and withdraw all his 
troops from the coast of Malabar. 

Tlie French commandant at Mahe, and the 
Dutch at Cochin, employed themselves with 
effect, to terminate the difference between 
Hyder and the Nayre princes ; and to their 
efforts it is that the coast of Malabar is in- 
debted for peace. 

An important discovery, totally unexpected 
by Hyder, and which was made soon after the 
conclusion of the truce with the Marattas, 
occasioned an event that has induced many 
persons in India to speak agairist Hyder. 

It was discovered, that Nand Raja, ancient 
regent of Mysore, whom Hyder called his 
brother, had joined with the lyiarattas and the 
English in the general conspiracy against him. 
Nand Raja then resided at Mysore, a for- 
tress two leagues distant from Seringapatam, 
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the capital of the lands he held en appanage. 
Hjder was exceedingly embarrassed, when he 
discovered this treachery : the great age of the 
prince made it improper to propose his march- 
ing against the English : to leave him in his 
residence, .and to give the government of the 
kingdom of Mysore to another, would have 
excited his complaints, and might have fur- 
nished him with an occasion to excite new 
troubles. 

The pretence made use of by those who irri- 
tated Nand Raja against Hyder was, that this 
last, after having conquered the kingdom of 
Canara, and fixed his residence at Nagar, ought 
not to have given the regency of Mysore to 
any one but Nand Raja : but, without consi- 
dering the advanced age and incapacity of 
Nand Raja, which alone would have prevented 
him from taking that step, he was restrained by 
his promise to the old dowager Dayva, who 
had always been the nlortal enemy of her bro- 
ther-in-law, and was apprehensive of being 
subjected to his power. Hyder, in gratitude for 
the services rendered him by that lady, could 
not consent to displease her in this respect ; but 
as she was the object of the pleasantry of all 
the court, on account of the irregularity of her 
manners, it was whispered that Hyder made 
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the old lady believe that Nand Raja demanded 
the government for the purpose of punishing 
her for the little respect she bore to the laws, and 
the name of her deceased husband ; by which 
means he obtained large sums of her, either in 
the way of gift or loan ; giving her likewise to 
understand that he was distressed for money to 
pay for the Maratta truce, and his alliance with 
Nizam. Thus it was that Hyder, from motives 
of interest rather than policy, took a pleasure in 
fomenting the discord between the brother and 
sister-in-law. An opportunity presented itself 
of doing this on the occasion of the death of 
the king of Mysore. Nand Raja wrote to 
solicit the title of king for the younger son, in 
preference to the elder, who he affirmed was 
weak, and incapable of the office : but his let- 
ter availed little with Hyder, who was solicited 
by the widow Day va in favoiy of the elder : 
he wrote, in answer to both, that not being 
able at that time to attend any thing but the 
war with the revolted Nayres,’*he had given 
orders to Mughdoom Ali Khan, to place on the 
throne that prince, of the late king’s sons, 
whom he might think the most worthy to reign : 
he wrote secretly, by the same courier, to Mugh- 
doom, to place theyoungeston the throne. This 
proceeding, which, as may be readily imagined. 
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excited the complaints of the widow Dayva, 
and of most part of the nobility of the kingdom, 
gave Hyder an opportunity, on his arrival at 
Seringapatam, to make a parade of his equity, 
by giving the throne to the eldest. The whole 
business drew an additional sum from the old 
lady, and created many enemies to Nand Raja, 
and perhaps to Mughdoom, who readily assist- 
ed in all these artifices, through his unbounded 
attachment to his brother-in-law. 

It not being practicable either to give Nand 
Raja the government of the kingdom, nor to 
remove him out of it, and still less prudent to 
leave him discontented in the absence of Hyder, 
a council was held on the business ; the general 
advice was to secure his person, at least during 
the absence of the Nabob, and in the mean 
time to remove from him a Bramin, his bro- 
ther-in-law, who gave him bad advice : but to 
this Hyder opposed the written promise he had 
made to the Raja, im0r lo make any altemjd on 
his liberty, propMy, or life, besides the difficulty 
of arresting that prince in his residence at 
Mysore, a place capable of standing a siege, 
and where Naaid Raja had upwards of two 
thousand troops, forming, it must be confessed, 
the whole of his little anny. 

This affair being of such a nature as to rc- 
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quire a speedy determination, it was agreed, 
that Hyder should go the following morning in 
grand ceremony to Mysore, to make an ho- 
nourable visit to Nand Raja, and invite him to 
come and encamp with his little army in the 
island of Seringapatam, in order to .make his 
public entry into the capital in quality of vice- 
roy, as Hyder was desirous of investing him 
with that dignity before his departure : the 
visit was accordingly made, and Nand Raja, 
at the height of his wishes, arrived with his 
family in the island, under the power of Hy- 
der, who that very day, under pretence of exer- 
cising his troops in their evolutions, invested 
the little camp, and inclosed it in the night by 
detachments of infantry, who were ordered to 
suffer no one to pass them, without first con- 
ducting him to the Nabob, to be questioned 
by him. As it had been difficult to persuade 
Hyder to secure the old man, it was easy for 
Nand Raja to perceive that he was under 
guard, which put him into such* a rage against 
the Nabob, that he carried his views to an 
excess that might have been fatal to any 
other prince but Hyder. 

The unfortunate Raja sent a messenger to 
the Persian writer, named Meer Saeb, secretary 
to the French officer, and who had been charg- 
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ed with the letters to the governor of Pondi- 
cherry : his pretence was to enquire whether 
he could not procure from Pondicherry sohae 
crude salt of tartar and other European drugs ; 
the Raja being a chemist, or rather alchemist, 
who had ^worked many years to discover the 
transmutation of metals. The Persian being 
alone with Nand Raja and the Bramin, the 
former proposed to him to acquaint his master, 
that if he would assassinate Hyder, he (Nand 
Raja) would deposit the value of eight lacs of 
rupees in gold, silver, precious stones, and 
elephants ; the irritated old man being deter- 
mined to strip himself of all his property ra- 
ther than not satisfy his vengeance against his 
supposed enemy : the project, he observed, was 
easy to be put in execution, because the Nabob, 
on his return from the excm-sion he made 
every two days, passed the night by the light 
of flambeaux before the camp of the Euro- 
peans ; and nothing could prevent their seizing 
this instant, anfl shooting him by an aim taken 
from the inside of one of the tents. The 
writer, according to his own account, not dar- 
ing to shew the horror this proposition made 
in his mind, promised to speak on the subject 
to his master, and to give an answer the fol- 
lowing day to a Bramin, who was shewn to 
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him ; and who promised to wait at the gate of 
a small pagoda indicated to him. The writer 
made haste to inform his master of the inter- 
view he had had with the Raja, and the abomi- 
nable commission he was charged with : the 
officer, after recovering from the indignation 
this base proposition naturally produced, or- 
dered him to keep the whole a profound 
secret.* Fortunately this officer had been one 
of the council, in which the affair of Nand 
Raja had been discussed; he knew, conse- 
quently, that on that very day the Nabob was 
to decide whether Nand Raja should be ar- 
rested, and to direct in what manner it should 
be done. The storm that was ready to burst 
on the head of Hyder did not permit the 
commandant to defer any longer the waiting 
upon him ; he therefore went, with a determi- 
nation either to conceal or relate what had 
come to his knowledge, according to the dis- 
position he might find Hyder in, with regard to 


* The writer was not exact in his obedience, for he 
communicated the whole to Mirza Ali Nuki, who had been 
commandant of Sepoys at Pondicherry under Messrs. 
Lally and Leyrit; a man of great merit, esteemed by 
Hyder, and much attached to the French : he did not fail 
to acquaint the French officer of the indiscretion of his 
secretary. 


H H 
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arresting Nand Raja : when he came into the 
presence of the Nabob, that prince addressed 
him in private : “ That old fool, Nand Raja,” 
said he, “ has sent for your Persian secretary 
to give him a commission to procure drugs 
from Pondicherry; has the man mentioned 
it to you T “ Certainly,” replied the French 
officer, " he has given me an account of his 
interview, and I cannot but advise you, after 
what I have heard, not to delay a moment 
in arresting Nand Raja.” “ It is a decided 
step,” returned Hyder, “ every thing is ar- 
ranged for that purpose ; he is to make his 
public entry the day after to-morrow into Se- 
ringapatam, at the head of his troops. The 
streets he passes through will be lined with 
grenadier Topasses, or Sepoys, and at the 
palace there will be placed an entire batta- 
lion : his troops will be arranged on the pa- 
rade in readiness to relieve the posts as they 
are quitted by the grenadiers ; Mughdoom has 
undertaken to* "disarm the troops and all his 
people ; and, leaving him only his women and 
a few domestics, will confine him in his own 
palace ; and, since the old man is without abi- 
lities, and, no one can rely on him, every thing 
will be performed without trouble, before the 
cannon of the palace salute, Mughdoom, who 
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will quit his government to-morrow. Send as 
many Europeans into the town as you can, 
as cannoniers : let them enter by small par- 
ties, and through the several gates, and unite, 
as if by curiosity, about the palace of Nand 
Raja. Do not go yourself, but command your 
officers to obey punctually the orders of Mugh- 
doom, or his brother Ismael Saeb.” 

The little attention paid by Hyder to the 
manner of the French officer when he insisted 
on arresting Nand Raja, shews how far he is 
from being inclined to suspect those who have 
gained his confidence. 

This is not the only proof of the openness 
of his character, that Hyder has given the 
same, officer : for that very night, after return- 
ing from the Durbar, being gone to rest, he 
was informed from the prince that the chief 
usher and sword-bearer of the Nabob desired 
to speak with him on an affair of the last im- 
portance, which they could communicate to 
him in bed, without his getting up. Being 
introduced, they said, “ The guard, which, 
as you know, is placed round the camp 
of Nand Raja, stopped one* of your people, 
a short time ago, coming from thence ; and, 
though he said he belonged to you, it was 
thought proper to conduct him to the Nabob, 



244 


T^E HISTORY OF 


because his orders on that head are very pre- 
cise. The man, in passing by your guard, 
called for help ; and the guard, knowing* him, 
took him out of the hands of his conductors, 
and set him free. The Nabob has therefore 
sent us to beg you will send the man, that he 
may be known by those who arrested him : 
he has also charged us to give you his word, 
that as soon as it is certain that he is one of 
your people, he will send him back, for you 
to do what you think proper with him/’ 

The officer, much astonished at this news, 
which he supposed to have some relation to the 
Persian writer, ordered enquiry to be made of 
the guard, concerning the man they had libe- 
rated : to which his valet-de-chambre answer- 
ed, “ He is a black Peon, whom I sent to 
the camp of Nand Raja before midnight, to 
procure some manna, as I was informed that 
a druggist of that camp had some. This 
Peon, having met an acquaintance, amused 
himself till after midnight, knowing he was 
not wanted : on his return he was arrested, 
which he supposed improper, on account of 


• According to the privileges granted to the Euro- 
peans, all decirions respecting justice, among them and 
their depe^ents, are made by themselves. 
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the protection of your bandalier he carried ; 
he therefore called out as he passed your guard, 
and was set free.” The officer ordered the 
Peon to be sent for, and put him into the hands 
of the prince’s officers, by whom he was con- 
ducted into the presence. The guards imme- 
diately knew him, and Hyder was contented 
with asking him this question, “ Did you 
come from Pondicheny with your master ?” 
And on his replying in the affirmative, he sent 
him back, and the affair was thus termi- 
nated. 

On the day appointed, Nand Raja, without 
any mistrust, made a pompous entrance into 
Seringapatam, at the head of his little army, 
the cannon firing, and the troops heating to 
arms, and saluting him. Being arrived at his 
palace, his attention was taken up by the com- 
pliments of the great men of the city, who 
were admitted by few at a time, on the pre- 
tended account of not making too great a 
crowd. Mughdoom then entere’d the city, fol- 
lowed by a number of officers, and made a 
sign to the troops, not to pay him any ho- 
nours : he went directly to th^ palace of Nand 
Raja, where every one supposed he was going 
to pay his respects : and dismounting, he 
caused the first company of the battalions of 
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Sepoys who guarded the gate, to follow him. 
As soon as he came into the presence of Nand 
Raja, who came to meet him, he acquainted 
him, that Hyder, being informed that he was 
surrounded by people who gave him bad ad- 
vice, had sent him to remove them from about 
him : at the same time he commanded all pre- 
sent to leave the palace, which was done with- 
out uttering a word ; the grenadiers followed 
them : and Mughdoom remaining with Nand 
Raja, his two sons, and some officers, the con- 
versation was carried on with the greatest po- 
liteness. Mughdoom acquainted the two princes 
that they were to make the campaign ; and 
that, instead of one father, they would find 
two in Hyder and himself. During this short 
conversation, the women and all the family of 
Mughdoom were announced. Mughdoom took 
his leave, carrying the two princes with him, 
to whom he represented, that it became their 
dignity to wait upon the Nabob, and give him 
an account df all that had passed. These 
young noblemen departed, accompanied by 
many of Mughdoom’s officers ; neither they nor 
Nand Raja expressing the least astonishment 
or chagrin. After their departure, Mughdoom 
spoke a word to Nand l^ja’s general, who 
ordered his troop to ground their arms,, which 
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was done with great silence. All the gates 
and windows of Nand Raja’s palace, that 
looted towards the street, were afterwards 
walled up, except the principal entrance ; 
which is no great disfigurement in an Indian 
palace, whose principal front lies tQwards the 
gardens. Then it was that Nand Raja, to 
the great satisfaction of the dowager Dayva, 
found himself shut up in his own palace. 
Hyder paid the arrears due to his troops, which, 
for the most part, enlisted among his own. 
On the valuation of the Raja’s income, it was 
found to be equal to four lacs of rupees : two 
of which were allowed him for his own main- 
tenance, and the other two were given to his 
sons, who made the campaign with a brilliant 
equipage, under the conduct of their fathers 
old general, who appears to have been in in- 
telligence with Hyder in the transaction just 
related. 

All the preparations for the campaign being 
made, the two armies begail* their march ; 
that of Nizam took the road of Oscota, and 
that of Hyder passed by the way of Banga- 
lore. 

When they had arrived, and encamped at 
the gates of this city, several councils were 
held, to determine on the operations, and take 
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the necessary measures • Basalutjung, Rocuh 
DauUa, and several other chiefs, assisted at 
these councils. It was agreed, that the two 
armies should march always separate, but at 
such a distance as to assist each other in all 
their operations : that the army of Hyder 
should take the avant-garde till they had pass- 
ed the mountains : and that, when they had 
entered the kingdom of Arcot, it should again 
be considered, whether it was best to act sepa- 
rately or conjointly. 

Hitherto we have given no more than a 
superficial account of the different wars in 
which Hyder Ali Khan has been engaged 
against the Marattas, the English, and other 
enemies, who envied his success, or dreaded 
his power. The true reason why the former 
actions of this celebrated conqueror have not 
been given in a more ample manner in the 
present work, is, that the Author, not having 
joined the army of the Nabob before the time 
of the war on«'the coast of Malabar, did not 
think it necessary to speak largely concerning 
military operations, he could only know from 
the communications of others. Ever}' person 
acquainted with subjects of this nature, must 
be sensible how very imperfect an idea of the 
particulars of any war can be gathered from 
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the accounts of officers, who, engaged in 
their own duty, cannot have much oppor- 
tunity to contemplate the general scene of 
action. 

To display the character, the genius, and 
the talents of Hyder, with regard to the art of 
war, it would doubtless have been highly in- 
teresting to have described all the marches, 
sieges, and battles, in which he has exerted 
himself. But the curiosity of the reader will 
be amply satisfied, by the details given of 
facts that happened during the war between 
Hyder and the English. The Author will 
at least relate what he has seen, and clear- 
ly come to the knowledge of; with the 
assurance that this, of all the wars in 
which Hyder has been engaged, is the best 
adapted to make known the great abilities of 
that Prince ; because in this, he had to con- 
tend with enemies who possessed the superior 
advantage of the military science and disci- 
pline. It will be easy to judgb, from the war 
between the years 1767 and 1769, of the pro- 
bable event of the present war, which com- 
menced in 1779. 

The war we are about to relate is so much 
the more interesting, as it forms an epoch in 
the history of the Europeans in India ; since it 
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is the first wax the Europeans have finished 
by asking peace of the Indians. 

Before we begin our account of the opera- 
tions of this famous war, it will be proper to 
give a display of the forces of the respective 
combatants. 

The possessions of Hyder in the year 1767, 
when he began the war against the English, 
consisted of the kingdom of Mysore ; the 
country of Bangalore, that formerly com- 
posed part of Mysore ; all the country called 
Malleam, or the Caxnatic, in the charts, which 
words signify, in two different languages, the 
Country of Mountains, and which compre- 
hends all the vallies and mountains from Am- 
bour to Madura, Travancore, and the coast of 
Malabar; the town of Scirra ; the country of 
Ballapour ; the little kingdom of Bisnagar ; 
the kingdom of Canara, which extends from 
Cape Rama northwards along the frontier of Vi- 
sapour ; and lastly, the sovereignty of the coast 
of Malabar and the Maidive Islands, these 
countries being only tributaries. It may be 
seen, that the dominions of Hyder have the 
advantage of being connected together, and of 
being defended, on the part of the English, by 
mountains and narrow entrances. These coun- 
tries contain, if popular report may be ere- 
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dited, above a thousand fortresses, of different 
magnitudes : however, as an eye-witness, I can 
affirm them to be very many. All the large 
fortresses or garrisons are guarded by the troops 
of the army, which are changed from time to 
time ; and by garrison soldiers, wha are a kind 
of militia, and serve for less pay than the re- 
gular troops. The smaller fortresses are main- 
tained only by this latter order of military; 
and, in case of any alarm, the inhabitants of 
the mountains take arms, throw themselves 
into the forts, and defend them with obstinacy 
sufficient to require a siege. These fortresses, 
which seem to have been constructed to de- 
fend the country against the incursions of the 
Marattas, have trenches, and bastions or tow- 
ers ; many of them have their revetement 
of stone ; but the greater part, especially 
in the flat country, have their embankments 
of red earth, which possesses the property of 
acquiring, in a short time, the hardness of 
bricks baked in the sun. Thfey are all kept 
in the best repair, or at least have been, ever 
since they became the property of Hyder. 

The dominions of this prince abound in 
rice, and every other necessary of life, as well 
as in cattle of every kind ; that is to say, 
oxen, sheep, goats, and elephants. As to the 
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horses and camels, they are for the most.part 
brought out of other countries ; and Hyder, 
by making a proper use of his money, is 
always provided with a great number of horses 
and elephants, the most useful animals in war. 
He has always a reserve of these in the villages, 
to the number of six hundred elephants, and 
twenty thousand horse. To be always provided 
with a supply of these very necessary animals, 
he never fails to purchase all that are offered to 
him, provided they be robust and strong, and 
the owners will part with them for the price 
he sets upon them, after a strict examination ; 
and, as his offers are very equitable, dealers 
come to him from all parts, to present the 
finest of these animals for his inspection. 

To all these means and inducements that 
might lead the Prince to enter into a war with 
the English, we ,may add the assurance he had 
that the English, being almost without ca- 
valry, could not prevent his army from being 
supplied with Jnovisions from all parts of his 
dominions : and above all the immense trea- 
sures he possessed, which, joined to the consi- 
derable revenues of his kingdoms and states, 
put him in a situation to support wdth ease the 
most long and expensive war. In the year we 
speak of (1767) all the forces of Hyder Ali 
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Khan were estimated at about one hundred 
and eighty or two hundred thousand men, of 
which twenty-five thousand were cavalry : 
but, as it was necessary to garrison all the 
fortresses, and leave some troops on the fron- 
tiers, the army he led against the* English 
might be from fifty to fifty-five thousand men ; 
of which eighteen thousand were cavalry, and 
about eight thousand Marattas, Pandaris, and 
others, that cannot be better compared than 
to the Cossacks who follow the Russian army, 
being fit for no service but to ravage the coun- 
try, or rob the baggage of an army. The in- 
fantry consisted of twenty thousand Topasses, 
or Sepoys, armed with sixteen thousand good 
firelocks, because all the oflicers, down to 
the corporals, have no musquets; the rest 
of the infantry were Camates, or Calerots, 
armed with matchlocks and laoces. 

The number of Europeans was about seven 
hundred and fifty. They were divided into 
two companies of dragoons or* hussars, two 
hundred and fifty cannoniers, and the officers 
and seijeants dispersed among the regiments of 
Grenadiers and Topasses. • 

There were likewise some troops, armed 
with arms either unknown or out of use at 
present in Europe, to the number of about 
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three thousand men, mounted two and two on 
running camels, having each a firelock of a 
great length, that threw a hall of about three 
ounces to a prodigious distance. These arms 
have an iron rest fixed to the barrel ; and the 
soldiers, who are excellent marksmen, follow 
the cavalry, and plant themselves in covered 
places to flank the enemy, among whose ca- 
valry they keep up a very destructive fire. 
This body of troops have the singular privi- 
lege of an ensign for every ten men ; , whether 
it be an honour, or a piece of policy to de- 
ceive the enemy into an opinion, from the 
number of standards, that they are opposed by 
a numerous corps of infantry. The troop is 
very ancient, being, according to all appear- 
ance, the first among the Indians that bore 
fire-arms. The same number of men, catried 
rockets of iroij, which are boxes of plate 
iron, in the form of fusees, and attached 
to direction rods : they are of various sizes, < 
some contairiihg more than one pound of 
powder or composition, and fly to the dis- 
tance of a thousand yards. Many of these 
rockets are charged to burst; others are 
sharpened at the end ; and others are pierced 
at the foremost end, being charged so that the 
wind acts strongly on the flame, and sets fire 



HYDER ALI KHAl^I. 

>» 


255 


to the matters it may strike in its course. 
This implement is, on the whole, far more ex- 
pensive than useful ; which, I suppose, chiefly 
arises from the want of care and attention in 
making them up : however they have been 
sometimes productive of dreadful effects, hy 
setting fire to* ammunition waggons. ITiese 
rockets are very well adapted for setting fire 
to towns and villages in which the enemy 
have magazines. A body of cavalry, not 
used to .this kind of instrument, would be 
quickly thrown into disorder by it ; for the 
rockets falling at the feet of the horses, emit a 
flame resembhng that of a forge furnace, which 
frightens them ; and when they hurst, they do 
considerable mischief. It is no small advan- 
tage, that they describe a curve line, and may 
therefore be thrown hy people that are covered 
hy a line of infantry. Tlie English made use 
of them against the cavalry of Hyder ; but as 
it was habituated to the fire by various exer- 


• According to the relation given by the English of the 
battle guned by Hyder against the Colonels, Bailey and 
Fletcher, a rocket having set fire to aft ammunition wag- 
gon, which in blowing up set fire to two others, the bat- 
tle was lost; because Tippoo Sultan, son of Hyder, with 
his cavalry, fell upon the English infantry, which the 
explosion had thrown into disorder. 
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cises performed with paper rockets, the horses, 
instead of being frightened, marched fiercely 
over them. 

A troop of Arabs, armed with bows and 
arrows, arrived at Seringapatam a short time 
before the departure of the army. The men 
were well-made, strong, and active ; but, as 
Hyder did not suppose the arms they bore 
would have much effect on the enemy, he 
formed them into two companies ; one clothed 
in red, which he joined to his Savari; and 
the other, in blue, he gave to the commandant 
of Europeans, to apply to any service he 
might think proper. They were very adroit 
in killing birds and game with their bows and 
arrows, which were large, and very much or- 
namented. 

The army of Nizam Daulla, Suba of De- 
can, &c. was reckoned one hundred thousand 
strong ; but he had not more than forty thou- 
sand fighting men, of which thirty thousand 
were cavalry,'’ and ten thousand infantry. 
Scarcely two thousand of the infantry were 
armed with firelocks ; the rest had only that 
kind of musket that is called Cailletaux in 
India. The infantry was, however, command- 
ed by a brave man, named Abderaman Khan, 
who had served under Messrs. Bourdonnaye 
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and Buss. This last caused him to be pro- 
moted to the command he possessed. He 
was very sensible of the bad state of his troop, 
which was beside very ill paid. 

The cavalry was good, but much better for 
shew than service ; every chief beiri'g proprie- 
tor and absolute master of his own troop. 
Following the army, for the most part, only 
as vassals of the empire, they were very little 
disposed to risk their life and their cattle in 
any war,, except when animated by the desire 
of revenge, the hope of plunder, or some 
other passion. 

These chiefs were the most powerful lords 
of Decan ; such as Ram Schander, a Marat- 
ta, who bears the name of Alexander, his 
supposed or pretended ancestor : the three 
Nabobs of Sanour, Curpa, and Canour, &c. 

The army was followed by ’a multitude of 
merchants, working tradesmen, women, and 
servants, which occasioned thp^ camp to be 
vastly extended ; and would have rendered it 
an easy matter for the English to surprise it, 
if Hyder had been possessed of less experience 
and vigilance, ITie army ' of the Suba, 
though capable of doing very little service 
in actual war, added vastly to the reputation 
of Hyder, and might have procured him 

K K 
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many allies ; but the well-founded suspicions 
he entertained against Rocun Daulla, and 
even against Nizam, obliged him to be on his 
guard against a stroke of perfidy, that would 
have been of more consequence to him than 
the loss of. a battle. Besides, an indifference 
and coolness very soon arose between the two 
Subas, by reason of the continual wants of 
Nizam and all his chiefs ; and Hyder was not 
disposed to comply with their repeated re- 
quests for money, lest he should by that 
means lose both his money and his allies. 
He moreover repented that he had not pre- 
viously agreed that Nizam, after having given 
the investiture of the Nabobship of Arcot to 
his son, should return to his states. It will be 
seen, in future, that these allies very soon 
separated from each other. 

The united army possessed a very consider- 
able train of artillery, consisting of at least 
one hundred and ten pieces of large cannon. 
That of Hyde! was more numerous, better 
provided with ammunition, better mounted, 
and served by good European cannoniers. 
The artillery of «Nizam was all fine European 
brass cannon ; and thirty, at least, were French 
pieces, cast in the reign of Louis XIV. ; being 
the remaining artillery of the squadron of 
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M. de la Haye, which was lost in a hurri- 
cane in the road of Masulipatam : this port 
then belonged to the Suhas of Decan, who 
recovered the cannon of the sunken ves- 
sels, which have come into the hands of 
Nizam Daulla. This beautiful artillery was 
ill-provided with ammunition, badly mounted, 
and served by Lascars, or Indian gunners, 
who are virtually cowardly and unskilful. 

Hyder likewise employed in this war a 
small army of six thousand men, returned 
from the coast of Malabar. He entrusted 
the command of this detachment to Maf- 
fous Khan, a man who he knew had no 
pretensions to military skill; but, in his 
opinion, able to cause the people of Madura, 
whose sovereign he was, to revolt. This 
able negociator and keen politician was, how- 
ever, unfortunate in the attempt to become 
a warrior; for Colonel Beck, a German in 
the service of the English, pretending to 
fly before him, enticed him ’into the center 
of Madura, and succeeded in taking him 
prisoner. 

We do not reckon the. fleet of Hyder 
among his forces: it was then composed of 
a ship purchased of the Danes, pierced for 
sixty guns, but furnished with no more than 
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fifty ; ' three others of thirty -two guns ; eigh- 
teen pa/m, vessels both for rowing and sailing, 
and carrying fourteen guns ; and about twenty 
large galliots, carrying eighty men, and two 
cannons. Three or four of the English com- 
pany’s fripte.s, that are always ready armed 
in the Indian sea, would have been sufficient 
to have dispersed this little fleet. An Eng- 
lishman, whom Hyder had appointed his 
admiral, having carried the large vessel to 
Bombay to refit, it was seized, and declared 
good prize, as soon as the commencement of 
hostilities was known : an action that Hyder 
has always regarded as perfidious on the part 
of the English. 

The power of the English in India was in 
its meridian in the year 1767. That nation 
possessed the whole of Bengal, the richest, the 
most fertile, and the most populous of all the 
provinces in the empire; the number of its 
inhabitants being estimated at nine millions 
when it fell into the hands of the English ; 
but since reduced to six millions, at most, by 
their vexatious and barbarous government. 
Besides this province, they possessed all the 
coasts of Orixa and Coromandel, having no 
other limits inland than the gates, or moun- 
tains ; the large towns of Surat and Cambaya, 
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the former of which is the most trading port 
of all India ; the island of Bombay, and the 
country of Salsete, on the Maratta frontier; 
the forts of Tillicherry, Mondeli, and Anzin- 
gue, on the coast of Malabar ; besides a num- 
ber of factories and different establishments, 
such as are on the island of Sumatra, too 
remote to be of any advantage in the present 
war. The territorial revenues of all these 
possessions exceeded two hundred millions 
of French money,* as the Author of these 
Memoirs is well assured; having had in his 
hands the state of the English Campany’s 
affairs, which was given to the king of Eng- 
land and his Privy Council. 

The forces of the English in India were 
more than ninety thousand men : namely, 
eight regiments of English infantry, of one 
thousand men each ; three on the establish- 
ment of Madras, three on that of Bengal, and 
two on that of Bombay ; besides twelve hun- 
dred men forming the artillery, companies on 
the several establishments ; and one thousand 
or twelve hundred invalids in garrison at 
various places. The Indiaq troops consist- 
ed of sixty-four regiments of one thousand 


* In round numbers, about 8,700,000/. sterling. 
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Sepoys each ; of which thirty were on the 
establishment of Madras. Their cavalry 
Alight be estimated at about four thousand 
horse, twelve hundred only being on tbe 
Madras establishment. All this cavalry was 
Indian, .except about four hundred Euro- 
peans. General Smith, after leaving the ne- 
cessary garrisons, had at his disposal five 
thousand Europeans, two thousand five hun- 
dred Sepoys, two thousand five hundred 
horse, including two hundred Europeans ; 
twelve hundred Indians, taught the English 
exercise, and commanded by European offi- 
cers. The remainder of his army contained 
the cavalry of Mohumed Ali Khan ; a troop 
not only much inferior in number to that of 
Hyder, but even unfit to face the cavalry of 
that sovereign, by reason of their want of dis- 
cipline, and the bad state of the horses. 

The English have never yet succeeded in 
the attempt to form a good troop of European 
horse in India. As they have sent a regi- 
ment of dragoons from England, it is proba- 
ble that their arrival may place the affair oli 
another footing. Though it may not im- 
mediately be concieved, the reason of the 
want of success in forming their intended 
troop of horse, consisted in the good disci- 
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pline to which they were desirous of subject- 
ing them. 

The excellence of the English cavalry is 
sufficiently acknowledged in Europe ; and its 
advantages consist less in the goodness of the 
horse, than in the choice of the horsemen. 
The pay of a horseman in England is such as 
renders his situation very eligible ; so that 
the sons of rich farmers and tradesmen are 
very desirous of entering into the service. 
This being the case, it is in the power of the 
officers to select handsome, well-formed men, 
of good character, and to keep them in good 
discipline merely by the fear of being dis- 
missed. The officers who were first entrusted 
with the formation of a body of cavalry in 
India, thought to establish and preserve the 
same discipline among them, without at- 
tending to the great difference of time, 
place, and persons. The recruits sent from 
England to India are in general libertines, 
and people of bad character': and, as the 
Company will not dismiss a soldier, all the 
punishment inflicted on a horseman is, to 
reduce him to serve in the infantry ; so 
that a man is no sooner put among the 
cavalry, than he is sent back again to his 
former station. The French have succeeded 
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in forming very good cavalry in India, by 
attending more to their horsemanship, and 
less to their discipline and manners. 

The English at Madras, in addition to all 
these troops, in number above thirty thou- 
sand,* had the disposition of the troops of 
Mohumed Ali Khan; with those of some Pal- 
leagars, and of Morao, a Maratta chief ; which 
all together might be about twenty thousand 
men. The whole army to be employed in 
the defence of Arcot was consequently at least 
fifty thousand men ; and Hyder was likewise 
under the necessity of marching in person 
against eight thousand troops on the Bombay 
establishment, who attacked him at Manga- 
lore, the centre of his kingdom of Canara. 

General Smith had the advantage of pos- 
sessing an army for the most part better disci- 
plined, and more practised in their evolutions, 
than that of Hyder ; with a numerous corps 
of Europeans, capable alone, as was generally 
believed before 'tliis war, of beating the twelve 
hundred thousand men which Mohumed Sha, 
emperor of the Mogols, opposed against Na- 


• There is some error either in this number, or in the 
enumeration page 18 , as they do not agree together. T. 



HYDER ALI KHAN. 


2G5 


(lir Sha, king of Persia.* His artillery was 
served by a sufficient number of officers and 
men, bred up in the service : in short, he had 
officers and engineers of every kind to second 
him ; and was himself certainly much superior 
to Hyder in military knowledge. •With all 
these advantages, and a superiority of double 
the number of firelocks, he was certain of 
gaining every battle, in which the nature of 
the place, or the post he might take, was such 
as to prevent the cavalry of Hyder Ifom acting 
to advantage. 

The advantages of General Smith over 
Hyder were balanced by very great disadvan- 
tages : namely, first, the inferiority of his ca- 
valry, which obliged him to reduce the theatre 


* This way of thinking among the Europeans was 
partly occasioned by the attack of the ^army of Nazerjung 
above three hundred thousand strong, by eiglit hundred 
French, commanded by M. de la Touche. The courage 
of this small French army, and still mo/*c of their general, 
is not perhaps to be paralleled in any history, either an- 
cient or modern. But the success that attended their at- 
tempt, on that glorious day which decided the fate of an 
empire is due to the policy of M. Dupleix, and the trea- 
chery of the chiefs and ministers of Nazerjung ; in the 
same manner as the success of Nadir Sha originated in the 
intelligence he held with Nizam El Moulouc, the Grand 
Visir, and other chiefs of the Mogol army. 
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of wiU' as much as possible to the mountainous 
country : secondly, the impossibility of his 
preventing the cavalry from ravaging the 
country, and cutting off his convoys : thirdly, 
the very great difficulty of procuring a sufli- 
cieut number of oxen for the conveyance of 
his artillery, ammunition, and baggage ; a 
difficulty of such importance, that it reduced 
him to the necessity of having an inferior train 
of artillery, and to spare his provisions and 
stores beyond what would otherwise have been 
necessary. But the greatest embarrassment he 
suffered consisted in his dependancc on the 
Governor and Council of Madras ; who, with- 
out having any well-founded knowledge ol 
the forces of Hyder, either with respect to 
number or discipline — and who, at the same 
time ignorant of the nature of the country, 
were incessantly giving orders contrary to his 
views, and every rational principle of war; 
and even went so far as to reproach him for 
the ravages made by Hyder ’s cavalry, though 
in his advice to them previous to the com- 
mencement of the war, he had predicted 
this consequence to them. And as those gen- 
tlemen never lost sight of the occasions for en- 
riching themselves, they supplied the army by 
means of contractors, with whom they were 



HYDER ALI KHAN. 


267 


in league ; treating the inhabitans of Madras 
in the most A^exatious and odious manner, 
under pretence of furnishing the army witli 
necessaries.* 


* Two singular methods of plundering w^e invented 
upon this occasion. The first was, that instead of supplying 
the troops with arrack, an article easily procured over all 
the country, it was thought proper to give them rum ; be- 
cause it could be had only from Batavia, and consequently 
afforded means of enriching those who were concerned in 
procuring it. The second related to the supplying the 
army with beasts of carriage. As no one could be found 
who would engage to furnish the army with oxen for the 
artillery, baggage, &c. they took them by force from the 
inhabitants ; but, instead of paying for them at the rate of 
six or eight pagodas, their real value, they took them on 
hire, at a pagoda per month. At the end of the first 
month, they paid the owner a pagoda ; but on the expira- 
tion of the second, they informed him that his beast was 
dead. The ox thus obtained out of the hands of its pro- 
prietor, was passed to the account pf the Company, as 
purchased at its full value; though, by this infamous 
manoeuvre, it cost no more than a pagoda. If the pro- 
prietor had chosen to have sent a servj^nt with his ox, he 
must have paid him five rupees per month, instead of 
three and a half, which is the value of the pagoda of 
Madras. By the operation of this happy project, the 
country was soon stripped of all its cattle ,* no one chusing 
to purchase any, for the purpose of seeing themselves 
•robbed with impunity. In consequence of this, the 
greater part of the army necessaries were obliged to be 
carried by men. 
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Though we have spoken of the departure 
of General Smith to take possession of sever- 
al places in the dominions of Hyder, we have 
not hitherto spoken of his operations ; our 
intention being to unite all the military 
operations of this interesting war in one con- 
tinued narration. The English General made 
several sieges during the time of the prejiara- 
tions and negociations of Hyder. He took 
Terpatoor, Vaniamhari, and Singueman, with- 
out much difficulty ; that is to say, each of 
these ill-fortified places held out some days. 
He likewise took Caveripatam, whose fortress 
did not yield till seventeen days after the 
trenches were opened ; and he besieged Kis- 
nagari, a fortress on a steep mountain, where 
he was obliged to raise the siege, after having 
made two assaults ; in the last of which he lost 
twenty -four grepadiers, besides soldiers. This 
was the only place defended by an European 
officer.* 


* The name of this officer was Constantin, a native of 
Andernac on the Rhine, in the electorate of Cologn. 
lie came to India with Ficher’s troop, in 1754 ; and mar- 
ried a Portuguese, by whom he had a very beautiful 
daughter : he was serjeant when M. Hughel commanded 
the Europeans in Hydor’s army. The officers discovered 
that, together with his wife, he was in treaty with the 
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It was during the siege of this place that 
the armies of Hyder and Nizam began to 
move towards the enemy. Kisnagari is twen- 
ty-two leagues from Bangalore, by the road 
that can be taken by an army ; and, in order 
to arrive at this latter place, it is necessary to 
go through narrow passes, which are very 
easily defended. 

Hyder directed his march so that, at the end 

Nabob about selling his daughter ; they regarded this 
transaction as an infamous piece of business, that would 
disgrace all the Europeans in the army. M. Hughel sent 
for him, to enquire concerning the design laid to his 
charge, which he denied. A young officer in the army 
offered to espouse the girl ; and the father received the 
proposal with gratitude. M. Hughel, in favour of the 
marriage, at the same time promoted the father : but that 
very night the parents sold their daughter to Hyder, for 
fifty thousand rupees ; and Hyder sent them into the 
country of Bangalore. Constantin »ha3 over since that 
time lived at a distance from the army. After the brave 
defence of the fortress of Kisnagari, the inhabitants of 
the flat country brought their most valuable effects, and 
deposited them in the place for security : he opened the 
boxes and cabinets, taking out the richest property, to a 
vast amount, and escaped to Goa ; from whence he went 
to Bombay, and afterwards to Europe. Hyder’s French 
surgeon affirms, that the girl has since told him that she 
esteemed herself fortunate in being sold to the Nabob ; as 
her father and mother might have made a more shameful 
traffic with her, if she had staid with them. 
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of the second day, he found himself four 
leagues from the foot of the mountains; being 
opposite the pass of Vellore, which opens 
about four leagues from Caveripatam, a town 
and fortress on the Paler, seven leagues from 
the pass of* Kisnagari, which was on the right, 
and about six leagues from the pass of Ven- 
tigheri, which is about two leagues and a half 
from Vaniambari. No precaution w'as taken to 
prevent the English general from being advis- 
ed of the departure of the army from, Banga- 
lore ; and consequently he was soon advised 
of that event, as well by his spies as by secret 
infonners he paid in the army of Nizam. 

General Smith, on receipt of this advice, 
raised the siege of Kisnagari, and posted him- 
self to defend the pass of Vellore ; and that 
with so much the more reason, as it was the 
only passage through which artillery could be 
conveyed ; and being in the centre, with Ca- 
veripatam in his rear, he was better situated 
to repair to th6* defence of the pass Hyder 
might attempt; or to retire in safety, if 
necessary. 

Hyder convened a council of war, at which 
Rocun Daulla assisted. Its object was, to 
decide which of the three passes they should 
attempt to force ; and in order that every one 
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might form an opinion with sufficient know- 
ledge of the business, he produced charts of 
the different passages, in which every particu- 
lar was exactly delineated. The council de- 
cided, that as the English were posted with all 
their forces to guard the pass of Vellore, 
it was proper to issue forth by that of Ven- 
tigheri ; the pass of Kisnagari being absolute- 
ly impracticable for artillery : and though the 
army of Nizam, by reason of its being en- 
camped to the left of Hyder’s forces, was 
nearer this pass, yet Hyder, according to the 
agreement, undertook to form the advanced 
guard with his army. In consequence, orders 
were given to march at two in the morning, 
in a single column, leaving all the baggage in 
the camp. 

The Carnates, and other irregular troops, 
formed the head of the column ; who were 
followed by all the Sepoys, each preceded by 
the grenadiers, and followed by the horse. 
The artillery came next, led by two thousand 
Topasses, their grenadiers, and the European 
cannoniers. And lastly, two companies of 
European cavalry closed the*march, and com- 
pleted the column. Hyder, at the head of 
two thousand horse, marched on the right 
flank of the column. 



272 


TOE HISTORY OF 


The English being informed of the order 
and direction of this march, moved to oppose 
Hyder, and to gain the pass of Ventigheri 
before him ; a thing easily done, as they had 
but three leagues to pass over. But it was an 
unexpected manoeuvre to them, when, after 
an hour’s march, the Europeans, the grena- 
dier Topasses, and successively the artillery 
and all the other Topasses, made a turn to 
the right, and marched for the pass of Vellore 
with the utmost celerity. 

As this troop was supposed to have no other 
destination than to escort the artillery, it was 
contrived, in the course of the march, that 
there should be a considerable interval be- 
tween them and the cavalry that preceded the 
Topasses, in order that this counter-march 
might be less perceived ; the chief of the 
Europeans, who had the command of this part 
of the army, being alone entrusted with the 
secret.* The stratagem succeeded perfectly 


* When the army was commanded to hasten its march, 
on the news that the Europeans had taken possession 
of the pass of Vellore, a surgeon of the army, thinking 
to do wonders, took the opportunity of a Patimar going 
from Mahe to PoniS^rry, to write tO' the governor 
of that place : — ‘‘ We are in full march to descend to the 
coast. Our commandabt, who serves as a guide to the 
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well. The hussars and dragoons passed full 
speed through the pass, which is long, narrow, 
and winding, but very even ground. They 
were followed by the European cannoniers, 
and the grenadier Topasses, who ran with 
great expedition, though they had already 
marched quickly over an interval of four 
leagues. General Smith had been careful to 
leave some of the infantry of Mohumed Ali, 
and a party of Indian horse, at the entrance 
of this pass ; but a body of Hyder’s cavalry, 
that had passed the strait of Kisnagari, hav- 
ing appeared in the plain, followed by the 
garrison of that fortress, the troops left by 
the English abandoned the pass, and retired 
with great haste to Caveripatam. At the in- 
stant the European commandant cleared the 
pass, he met Bahoud Khan,* commander 


" armies, has forced a passage by the strait of Vellore.” 
The Fatimar having no reason to avoid the English army. 
General Smith took this paper from»»him, and sent it to 
the governor of Madras. It has since been used ns an 
authentic piece to shew the connection between the 
French governor and Hyder Ali Khan. 

« 

* Bahoud Khan was a Fatane chief, that escaped the 
massacre, caused by Anaverdi I^n, of the Patanes in 
the service of the Nabob of Arcot. All his family perish- 
ed ; and himself and his brother escaped only on account 

M M 
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of cavalry, who came himself to acquaint 
him that he found no opposition. On this 
news he gave orders to fire nine cannon, 
three and three ; the signal agreed between 
him and Hyder that the pass was free. On 
this signal, the Nabob caused his whole army 
to march to the pass of Vellore, where he ar- 
rived himself, at the head of his cavalry, and 
saw the artillery advance, under the conduct 
of the Topasses. 

General Smith was soon informed that Hy- 
der’s army was advancing through the pass of 
Vellore, and retired as quickly as possible to 
Caveripatam ; where he did not think it 
expedient to stay, hut leaving twelve hundred 
of his best Sepoys, some Topasses belonging 
to the artillery, and thirty European can- 
noniers, he retired to Tripatour, to be nearer 
assistance, and at hand to receive the convoys 
he expected from Madras, as well as to join a 


of their youth. Their mother having retired with them 
to Pondicherry, M. Dupleix afterwards gave him a com- 
mission to raise a body of cavalry in the service of 
France ; and he became commandant of the India cavalry. 
M. Dupleix employed and encouraged this Fatane, who 
has exerted himself on all occasions to shew his attach- 
ment to the French. He quitted the service of Nizam 
All Khan to pass into that of Hyder. 
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body of seven or eight thousand men, com- 
manded by Colonel Wood, who was then em- 
ployed in besieging the fortress of Ahtour, a 
very ill-fortified place, defended by Carnates ; 
against which, however, he employed fifteen 
days, from the opening his trenches to the 
time of its surrender. General Smith, when 
he retired, left one hundred Indian horsemen, 
to bring him intelligence of the events that 
might happen in his absence. 

The whole army and artillery of Hyder 
cleared through the pass in the course of the 
day, but the baggage and provisions came 
through in the night ; so that the Europeans 
in the army, who had marched from day- 
break till night, and were fatigued, as well by 
that as by hunting (the country abounding 
with game) were not very well satisfied, at 
night, to be obliged to eat their game, roasted 
as well as they could, without bread or rice, 
to the great diversion of Hyder, who in vain 
advised them to wait for the cCoks. 

Hyder had no sooner passed the mountains 
with his cavalry, then he dispatched his bro- 
ther in-law, Mugdhoom, with four thousand 
horse, to pursue the English army, and invest 
Caveripatam. 

This order was executed with so much 
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diligence and address, that Caveripatam was 
invested, as well as all the avenues leading 
to the English camp at Tripatour, without 
it being possible for General Smith to receive 
any advice by the hundred horsemen left in 
the neighbourhood of Caveripatam, who were 
driven into the town. All the Hurkaras were 
interrupted, and the letters being carried to 
Hyder, convinced him that his suspicions of 
the correspondence between General Smith 
and many of the chiefs of Nizam’s army, 
were but too well founded. 

Mugdhoom, after leaving the care of the in- 
vestment of Caveripatam to another comman- 
der, hastened to the environs of Tripatour, 
and arrived during the night behind the small 
mountains or rocks that lie about a league 
from that place. ’ General Smith, who arrived 
at his camp the second evening of his march, 
supposed the inactivity of Hyder to be the 
cause that he had received no news, either 
from the commander at Caveripatam, or his 
friends in Nizam’s army. In this persuasion 
he permitted the servants, with the greatest 
part of the oxen belonging to the army, to go 
in search of forage the next morning. As soon 
as Mugdhoom saw them dispersed in the plain, 
he detached some cavalry, who quickly threw 
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them into terror and disorder. This was of 
course observed from the camp and fortress, and 
the piquets of cavalrj, consisting of about one 
thousand horse, were dispatched to chase the 
pillagers ; who, according to their orders and 
usual custom, fled, on perceiving tjie enemy, 
and saved themselves by taking the road near 
which the ambuscade was. The English caval- 
ry were no sooner within reach than Mugdhoom 
fell upon them, and, having put them to flight, 
pursued them with so much spirit, that a party 
being prevented from reaching the camp, and 
endeavouring to take refuge in the town, the 
cavalry of Mugdhoom entered with them, and 
took the place, in spite of the fire from the 
fort. General Smith, who, on sight of the 
enemy’s cavalry, had hastened to draw up his 
forces in order of battle, wa.s’ apprehensive of 
being surrounded by the cavalry of both 
armies, and consequently of being obliged to 
cut his way through, in order to procure pro- 
visions and reinforcements ; lie therefore col- 
lected as many oxen, and as much baggage, as 
the circumstances would permit, and marched 
in three columns, his artillery and baggage 
forming the middle column ; and, leaving the 
fortress of Tripatour, hastened to Singueman, 
situated at the beginning of a chain of moun- 
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tains, transversal to the great mountains pass- 
ing by Tirnmale and abutting at Gingi. He 
arrived in safety, though much harrassed'by 
Mugdhoom, who took many oxen loaded with 
baggage, and two hundred horse-men, with 
their hordes, of which six only were Euro- 
peans. 

This irruption of Mugdhoom, and the total 
want of every kind of advice respecting the 
operations of' Hyder, ought to have given 
General Smith a very different opinion con- 
cerning the military skill and judgment of 
this Indian warrior, in comparison to those 
with whom he had hitherto fought : but, con- 
sidering that Hyder could not come to him 
without besieging Caveripatara or Vaniam- 
bari, places whose garrisons might have inter- 
rupted his convoys, and being at Singueman, 
distant from Tirnmale, only five leagues, by 
a road advantageous forinfantry, (besides pos- 
sessing the advantage of his camp being de- 
fended by the fortress, a large tank or pond, 
and the river) he determined to wait the arri- 
val of Colonel Wood ; for which purpose he 
wrote to the council at Madras, to order the 
junction of the two armies. 

Hyder, the evening after he had passed the 
strait of Vellore, encamped about a league 
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and a half from Caveripatam, which was in- 
vested by his cavalry. He immediately re- 
paired to a mountain at a small distance, from 
whence he could observe every thing that 
passed in the town. It was easy to perceive, 
from the burning of the houses that would 
have favoured their approach to the fortress, 
that they intended to abandon the town, and 
retire into this last place. Hyder, in conse- 
quence, gave orders to the commandant of his 
artillery, to get every thing in readiness for 
scaling the walls by the Caleros, and Car- 
nates, and other irregular troops, to prevent 
the English from carrying their effects from 
the town to the fortress. This officer, who 
had brought thirty pieces of cannon behind 
the mountain, caused eight to he drawn across 
the plain, to the very edge of the ditch, in 
spite of the fire of three pieces of cannon the 
English had left on the ramparts of the town, 
after carrying the other pieces into the for- 
tress, whose fire could not incommode them, 
because masked by the walls of the town. 
The English commandant was so far from 
expecting this attack, that, ,in order to see 
Hyder ’s horse more at his ease, he had seated 
himself with his officers in a tent on the 
ramparts, at a table covered with bottles. To 
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engage his attention, the eight pieces of can- 
non, escorted by three battalions of grenadiers 
and some gunners, marched directly to the 
gate on the side remotest from the fortress ; 
and, having placed them opposite the gate, 
they made their first discharge at the tent of 
the commandant, and immediately overthrew 
it : after which they directed them against the 
gate, and the towers that defended it. The 
troops that had escorted the artillery laid 
themselves flat on the earth behind the 
hedges and walls, and in the trenches of the 
gardens. 

It was about two in the afternoon that this 
cannonade began. During this time, about 
ten thousand, and as many volunteers,* out 
of all the troops of the two armies, appeared 
scattered in the plain, and hiding themselves 
among the gardens and houses that had been 


• When a place is intended to be assaulted by an Indian 
army, it is allowed *fo all those who are not upon duty, to 
go and risk their lives in attempting to enter the place, 
to share the plunder. Great numbers, both of cavalry 
and infantry, go on these expeditions ; and though the 
hussars and dragoons have thirty rupees, or £3. 15s. per 
month, many of them went in hopes to plunder Hyder’s 
unfortunate subjects, who are afterwards indemnified by 
him. 
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abandoned. The English officers, who had 
never beheld a scene of this sort before, sup- 
posed that this multitude, arriving without 
musquets, had no other intention than to rob. 
or to seek for garden-stuff round the town. 
They imagined that the attack would be made 
at the breach, and that there would be suffi- 
cient time to retire into the fortress at the 
beginning of the night. 

The town of Caveripatam is surrounded by 
an antiqjie wall and rampart, with towers' of 
hewn stone : the Paler washes part of its 
walls ; but this river, which is very broad, 
was not then more than a foot deep : the rest 
of the walls was defended by a dry ditch of 
no great depth. 

About three o’clock, the different chiefs of 
the troops destined for the attack having given 
notice that they were in readiness, two salvos 
of the eight pieces of cannon served as a 
signal ; and on the second discharge, from 
eighteen to twenty thousand riten issued from 
all parts, with loud shouts : some began to 
cross the river ; others entered the ditch with 
wretched bamboo ladders ; others again had 
only poles with hooks ; and numbers had fas- 
tened hooks to their turban-cloths, which they 
threw on the ramparts, and attempted to 

N N 
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scramble up ; and, lastly, another party were 
extremely busy chopping the gates with 
hatchets : the whole scene was very striking 
and laughable ; and the activity of the assail- 
ants was vastly increased by the astonishment 
of the English, who made no resistance, but 
hastened to the fortress, though not with ce- 
lerity enough to save fifty Sepoys, an Indian 
captain, and an European seijeant, who were 
cut off in their retreat : these were instantly 
stripped, as were also the inhabitants, who 
were but few in number, the more opulent 
having retired before the English besieged the 
place. 

It was not without difficulty that the town 
was cleared of these pillagers, who were slain 
in the houses and streets by the cannon of the 
fortress. 

In the night .after the attack a battery of 
twenty pieces of cannon, of twenty-four 
pounds, was constructed, which announced it- 
self at six in the morning by a full discharge, 
all the embrasures being unmasked at once. 
The construction of this battery was facilitated 
by a wall of earth belonging to a large house 
on an elevated ground, which the English had 
left standing after burning its roof. It is to be 
observed, that there is no trouble, in Hyder’s 
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army, to make platforms of wood for the batte- 
ries ; the earth is sufficiently solid, and nothing 
is to be feared from rain during the fine season : 
the pieces are always mounted on their car- 
riages, and consequently ready to be placed in 
battery ; the carriages are very solid) and the 
fellies of the wheels very broad, so that they 
do not cut into the earth. It must likewise 
he owned, that in sieges of no great conse- 
quence, as well to satisfy the impatience of 
Hyder as to quiet the murmurs of the gun- 
ners, and deceive the enemy, the pioneers of- 
ten give the earth an appearance only of so- 
lidity : but, what will appear most astonishing 
and perhaps incredible, is, that the battery 
was partly constructed with the same gabions 
employed in the battery made use of by Ge- 
neral Smith, which was still in good condi- 
tion, and ready to have mounted cannon, if 
it had not been judged proper to place another 
to better advantage. Tire English command- 
ant had raised two cavaliers of «arth upon the 
bastions that fired on the battery, from whence 
he plunged with four small pieces of cannon, 
which killed and wounded many men, exclu- 
sive of those who suffered from the musque- 
try ; the battery not being more than seventy 
paces from the body of the place : but the 
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officer of Hyder, who conducted the attack, 
recollecting that the ancient Flibustiers took 
places without any other fire-arms than their 
buccaneers, which are long musquets of a large 
caliber, caused about two hundred of them, 
with their guns, to place themselves in proper 
positions behind some ruins. We have al- 
ready observed that they are excellent marks- 
. men ; and their fire was so well directed, that 
in less than an hour it silenced that of the 
rampart§ and cavaliers : ten or twelve can- 
noniers and a number of Sepoys were killed 
the first discharge ; so that in a short time it 
became impossible for their officers to compel 
them to appear on the rampart: every dis- 
charge of a great gun from the place cost at 
least a cannonier, who was either killed or 
rendered incapable of fighting. It was this 
destructive fire that,* according to the ac- 
count of the English, compelled them to hoist 
the white flag at nine in the morning, after 
three hours cemnonade at most, without any 
breach, except a few stones that began to be 
loosened. Hyder was so surprised that he 
could not persiiiade himself of the truth of 

* This is exactly conformable to the account given by 
the English themselves. 
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the fact, but went out of his tent to a rising 
ground to see the flag : bestowing a disgrace- 
ful appellation on the English, he ordered the 
commanding oflicer, who had waited on liim 
for instructions concerning the capitulation, 
to refuse nothing that might he demanded. 

In consequence of this, captain M 

obtained, that himself and his troops should 
march out with the honours of war : tliat the , 
Europeans should retire to Madras by the 
way of Tripatour, Vellore, and Arcot : that 
the Sepoys should be at liberty to go where 
they pleased, or to enlist in the army of Hy- 
der ; which they almost all did, as well as the 
horsemen : that all the officers and soldiers 
should cany away what belonged to them : 
but that the arms, ammunition, stores, horses, 
and every thing belonging either to the king 
of England, the East India Company, or 
Mohumed Ali Khan, should be faithfully put 

into the hands of Hyder. Captain M 

observing the facility with w*hich Hyder al- 
lowed all his demand.s, was not afraid to ask 
payment for the provisions, which he said he 
had purchased with his own , money, and w’as 
not sure of being repaid by the governor of 
Madras: this proposition was so much the 
more absurd, as all these provisions had been 
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taken by force from the inhabitants of the 
country; which, however, did not prevent 
the English administration from paying him 
the value ; besides which, as a recompence for 
his brave defence, the command of the garri- 
son of Ma/lras was bestowed on him. This 
facility of Hyder to suffer the English to en- 
joy the fruit * of their rapines, has apparent- 
^ly served greatly to facilitate the capture of 
places. 

Hyder having caused the English garrison 
to evacuate the pl^ce, the day after the cap- 
ture of Caveripatam, marched his army the 
following day about two in the morning : at 
noon he pitched his camp on the banks of 
the Paler, where the camp remaining under 
the guard of the irregular troops, the army 
passed the river, and resumed their march in 
several columns, with the cavalry at their 
head, followed by the grenadiers and artillery, 
the rest of the infantry forming the rear. 


* It appears, that in the present war Hyder finds much 
more difficulty in taking places ; which perhaps may arise 
from the artillery being neither so numerous nor so well 
served, or from the presence of General Coote, who, after 
the former war, was sent to India as commissary, and 
caused some officers to be punished. This cannot, how- 
ever, be decided so far from the scene of action. 
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The army marched in this order till ten at 
night, at which time they rested about two 
hours in fields of carbi, a kind of pulse that 
horses and cattle are very desirous of, and 
which they were suffered to eat at pleasure. 
At midnight the moon rose, and* the army 
proceeded ; and at the break of day the 
hussars and European dragoons joined the ca- 
valry of Mugdhoom, that was dispersed in the « 
woods at a sml|^ distance from the English 
camp. .Tliis cavalry had been seven days 
in the open air, without tents or baggage, 
and Mugdhoom fared like the rest. It may be 
seen from this circumstance, how far Hyder’s 
troops are from being infected with that w^ant 
of hardiness the Indians have been so con- 
tinually reproached with. The five thou- 
sand grenadiers, as well as the artillery that 
followed the cavalry, arrived at the same 
time, having traversed seventeen leagues in a 
inarch of twenty-eight hours, without taking 
more than four hour’s rest : the fatigue these 
grenadiers had been subjected to, in the ex- 
ercises and evolutions at their formation, had 
put them into a condition nf making such 
long and extraordinary marches. The rest of 
the infantry remained in the fields of carbi, 
and did not begin their march till day-break. 
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It ma}’, with justice, be a subject of admi- 
ration, that so numerous a train of artillery, 
drawn by oxen, could follow the troops with 
such rapidity. This surprise will vanish, 
when it is known, that the oxen of India are 
very strong ; and that those who are practised 
in drawing almost always go on a full trot : 
it is also known, how sure-footed this animal 
is : the elejdiants assisted in cases of need, 
and a multitude of pioneers, tjiat went before 
the artillery, made the roads practicable and 
even easy. 

General Smith, as we have already ob- 
served, supposed he might remain without 
molestation in his camp at Singueman, till 
the arrival of Colonel Wood; being persuad- 
ed that Caveripatam would hold out at least 
as long against Ilyder as it did against him- 
self : but Hyder, who he believed to be at 
Caveripatam, was already close upon him 
with his cavalry, his artillery and his best 
infantry. Mugdhoom had distributed his ca- 
valry and Caleros with such judgment, that 
they possessed all the avenues to the English 
camp. It was Hyder’s project, when the rest 
of his infantry should arrive, to convey his 
forces to a small plain between Singueman 
and Tirnmale, and to take his post on the 
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banks of a small river, ol' c()nsi(leral)le (lopth, 
that General Smith would be under the ue- 
ceSliity of passing in his way to Tirnmalc. 
By this position, Ilyder would have prevent- 
ed the junction of the two English armies, 
which must have thrown Gencr;il Smith 
into the utmost embarrassment ; because it 
would have subjected him to the necessity of 
taking the road through Tripatour, Arni, and 
Arcot, and of traversing plains where he 
must have fought to disadvantage, on account 
of the numerous cavalry of his enemies. 

But, contrary to expectation, Rocim Daulla 
curived al)out ten in the morning, at the head 
of a large body of cavalry, announcing his 
arrival by the grand timbals, doubtless ibr 
the purpose of advising the English ; besides 
which, after his junction with Hydor, he 
sent advice of the capture of Caveripatam, 
and the arrival of the army In the environs 
of the camp. This is confirmed beyond con- 
tradiction by the manoeuvre of the English, 
who raised tli^ir camp a little before noon. 
On the advice of this, Hyder mounted all 
his cavalry, and the infantry repaired to arms. 
The hussars and dragoons having orders to 
issue out of the wood, and shew themselves 
to the English army, found them in full 

o () 
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march in a single column, coasting the river, 
and covering their baggages : their cavalry 
was at the head and rear of the column, and 
appeared desirous of gaining a hill that was 
before them. 

The European commandant, who had been 
at the head of the European cavalry to re- 
connoitre the English, gave advice of what 
he had observed, and of the apparent designs 
of the enemy. Hyder, in consequence, 
gave orders to his grenadiers, supported 
by his cavalry, to attack the English army; 
commanding the rest of his infantry likewise, 
who began to appear, to advance as quick as 

To judge of the disadvantages under which 
Hyder’s army fought, it will be sufficient to 
consider how much his infantry must have been 
harrassed and fatigued by the prodigious march 
they had made without taking any repose. 
This did not, however, prevent the grenadiers ^ 
from marching*W'ith such order and firmness 
to the attack, as astonished the English 
. general. 

The English .army had gained the hill. It 
was composed of three thousand Europeans, 
ten thousand Sepoys, and two thousand horse : 
all the infantry was in a single line, the Eng- 
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lish being in the centre ; except six hundred 
grenadiers, separated into two bodies, and 
closing the line with twenty-four pieces 
of cannon, that composed the whole of the 
English artillery. The artillery was plac- 
ed in the centre and flanks of the line : every 
regiment had its own field-pieces. The ca- 
valry, divided into two bodies, was at the 
front and rear of the baggage ; it formed the 
two sides of a triangle, of which the infantry 
constituted the third ; whose fire, as well as 
that of the artillery, would have flanked any 
cavalry that might have attacked them. The 
slope of the hill was gentle, but it was cover- 
ed with underwood that impeded the march 
of those Indian battalions who aj)proachcd to 
attack the English. Notwithstanding this 
obstacle, they advanced to the distance of 
twenty-five paces, and fought many hours 
without losing ground, in spite of the enemy’s 
musquetry and cannon ; giving the rest of 
the infantry time to come up, though not 
with the same courage and ardour as the gre- 
nadiers ; except eight or nine hundred volun- 
teers from the different corps,^ who, led on by 
the European seijeants, attacked the left of 
the English line, and took two pieces of can- 
non. But a body of English, immediately 
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sent to assist, repulsed them, and recovered 
the cannon, a little before night ; which alone 
put an end to the firing on both sides ; the 
two armies resting on the field, as if intend- 
ing to continue the action. The disadvan- 
tages undgr which Hyder’s infantry fought in 
this battle, and the good conduct of his grena- 
diers, must appear surprising to Europeans, 
who arc accustomed to entertain a bad opini- 
on of the bravery of the Indians : it appeared 
so to General Smith, who speaks in high 
terms of them, as well as of the European 
officers that commanded them. But to say 
the truth, this infantry was sustained by sixty 
pieces of large cannon, pointed by able gun- 
ners, who made great ravages among the 
English infantry, that was uncovered from 
head to foot ; while the English artillery did 
little injury to Hyder’s infantry, on account 
of the difficulty of aiming well in pointing 
downwards. This difference of advantage 
compensated, in- some respect, for the advan- 
tage of position, and in the number of mus- 
quets, that were more than double those of 
the grenadiers, before they were joined by 
the rest of the infantry. 

In this battle Hyder lost nine hundred of 
his grenadiers ; a loss so much the more con- 
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siderable, as they were brave men, accustomed 
to fatigue, and who never gave way. The 
Buckshee, or minister of war, who has the 
right of marching at the head of the infantry, 
though he does not command them, was kill- 
ed by a cannon-ball : and the cavalry, which 
was of no use in this day’s service, nevertlie- 
less lost some men and horses, the English 
artillery having good play among so numer- 
ous a troop. 

It was perceived, about eleven at night, 
that the English retired in silence. Hyder 
gave orders to his troops not to attempt to 
molest them, the cavalry not being able to at- 
tack the English infantry in the night ; and 
he was desirous of giving some repose to his 
infantry, who had distinguished themselve.s, 
and had need of rest. 

Before day-break, the cavalry, headed by 
the hussars and dragoons, set out in pursuit 
of the English army, who had abandoned 
their baggage for the sake of caiTying off 
their wounded. General Smith himself set 
the example : the dragoons finding part ol his 
kitchen utensils, and two valuable trunks be- 
longing to Major Bonjour, a Genevan officer, 
esteemed by the English, and who did the 
duty of major-general of their army,— these 
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baggages afforded the hussars and dragoons 
excellent plunder. In order more effectually 
to secure a conveyance for their wounded, the 
English threw their ammunition and stores 
into the river, from whence the Indians re- 
covered tl^e balls and sacks of rice ; and, in 
order to conceal their loss, they buried their 
dead : but the night, and their haste, caused 
them to perform this duty with so little care, 
that the bodies were many of them partly un- 
covered. The avidity of the soldiers for 
plunder, when it is permitted, induced them 
to dig up the dead, in order to get the clothes 
they were wrapped in. 

In spite of the haste employed by Hyder’s 
cavalry in pursuit of the English, they gain- 
ed Tirnmale, with no other loss than two 
small iron three-pounders they themselves left 
behind ; and there was only one skirmish in 
sight of Timniale, between the grenadiers, 
who formed the rear-guard of the English, 
and the hussas* and dragoons, one of whom 
only was wounded. Thus it was that General 
Smith escaped the risk he would have run, 
if Hyder, with, his army, could have taken 
his post beyond the river, as he had projected. 

All the irregular troops had been left in the 
camp at Paler; because this kind of troops 
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being without discipline, it would have been 
difficult to have kept them out of sight of 
the English ; and because the enemy’s spies 
are generally of this body of troops, 

Hyder, elated with the glory of having 
caused the English to fly before him, advanc* 
ed, and encamped a league and a half from 
Timmale, in a place full of large rocks, and 
separated from Timmale by a plain ; and, as 
he was encamped very near the enemy, to 
whose method of beating the Indians by at- 
tacks in the night he -was no stranger, he 
took every precaution that could be required 
to secure his camp from any surprize. 

A large opening between these rocks, that 
might have been taken for a work of art, and 
behind which his camp was situated, was for- 
tified by a redoubt. All the heights were oc- 
cupied by guards, whose centinels continually 
called jfiTAwtej'dar / which signifies Take care of 
yourself! Guards of cavalry and Caleros were 
dispatched close to Timmale, 'with rockets to 
make singals ; so that the English could 
make no movement to attack the camp of 
Hyder, without his being invmediately advis- 
ed. But General Smith had no intention to 
run any risk till Colonel Wood should join 
him with his army, which had been augment- 
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ed, and was eight or nine thousand strong, ex- 
clusive of a body of Caleros from Tanjore. 

Hyder, who ought to have sent a strong 
detachment, or the whole of his army, to pre- 
vent this junction, suffered it to tahe place, 
in spite of all the advice that was given him 
on the subject. He continued to keep his 
army collected, and to make war in a country 
where his cavalry was almost entirely useless ; 
especially while General Smith remained in 
his camp at Timmale, situated between two 
mountains on which there are fortresses ; hav- 
ing his van covered by the town, and a tank, 
where no force could arrive but through nar- 
row passes, defended by retrenchments with 
artillery. 

His hope w’as to draw his enemy out of 
their camp. For this purpose he caused his 
infantry to make a kind of parade every day; 
sometimes coming within reach of the artillery 
with all his troops, and at other times with 
his infantry aloiie. He lost his time so effec- 
tually, that Colonel Wood joined his forces 
to those of General Smith. 

Notwithstanding this junction, which made 
the English army amount to above five-and- 
twenty thousand good troops, four thoysand 
five hundred being Europeans, General Smith 
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did not think proper to expose himself in the 
plain against Hjder ; but, to give him an op- 
portunity of attacking him in a country the 
most favourable to his infantry, he (piitted hi^ 
camp at Tirnraale, and marching to the left 
at day break, he pitched another tamp two 
leagues from Tirnmak, that his army might be 
less confined. 

Hyder, informed of the design of the Eng- 
lish general, was desirous of laying a snare for 
him, that he communicated to no one, and 
which might have been attended with fatal 
consequences. The fact is this : the English 
army had to pass through a plain, bounded on 
all sides by woods and small eminences : Hy- 
der gave orders, in the evening, to the chiefs 
of his artillery and infantry, to march into this 
plain at the dawn of day ; entering it by a 
kind of valley that enlarged, itself into the 
flat ground. He himself, in consequenceof his 
])roject, departed at two in the morning with 
all his cavalry, which, by a vei^ large circuit, 
he conducted into the close places that border- 
ed the plain. They who commanded his in- 
fantry being apprized of his departure, began 
their march at the appointed hour ; not doubt- 
ing but that they should either find the cavalry 
at the plain, or receive orders relative to their 
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their disposition. They were highly astonish- 
ed, on their arrival, not to see a single horse- 
man, nor any other troops whatsoever. In 
proportion as the entrance grew larger, the 
infantry extended their front, and drew them- 
selves into order of battle, llie plain, though 
to appearance even, was divided in two by a 
rising ground. Some officers, who went be- 
fore, were astonished, on mounting the emi- 
nence, to find the English army drawn up in 
order of battle behind it. As there had been 
no orders given for attacking them, and no 
news had arrived of Hyder and his cavalry, 
a council, held hastily on the spot, decided that 
they should retire to the entrance of the valley, 
in order to post themselves more advantage- 
ously ; while scouts were dispatched on all sides 
to obtain news, and the orders of the Nabob. 

Tire English, who had been advised of the 
ambuscade prepared for them by Hyder, re- 
mained in order of battle till the beginning ^ 
of the night, ’When they entered their new 
camp. The infantry and artillery of Hyder 
returned to theirs ; and the prince returned 
very late in the. night with his cavalry, much 
fatigued with having rode ten leagues in very 
bad ground, and witliout having taken any 
nourishment. Hyder supposed that General 
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Smith was ignorant of the march of his ca- 
valry ; and would have been tempted to attack 
his infantry, who apparently were not support- 
ed by any horse ; by which means he expect- 
ed to find an opportunity of falling upon the 
English anny with his horse. We may easily 
imagine that things would have been con- 
ducted in another manner, if he liad com- 
municated his project. 

As Tippoo Sultan, who was then about seven- 
teen years of age, is now the right hand of 
his father, and is the person w.ho had the most 
brilliant success against the English, — we 
think it proper to mention his conduct on tliis 
occasion. Hyder, who passionately loves liis 
son, and is acquainted with his zeal and 
courage, was fearful respecting him on account 
of his very early age; for this reason, he 
usually entrusted him with the guard of the 
camp, when he supposed the day would prove 
too fatiguing or dangerous. The young 
prince, being charged with tlie care of the 
camp on the present occasion, w^as in great 
pain when the infantry returned, and the 
night closed in, without any news concerning 
bis father and the cavalry. Two hours after 
dark, that is to say about eight o’clock, he 
sent for all the generals, gave them a short ac- 
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count of the state of affairs, and demanded 
their advice. The unanimous opinion was, 
that the English were too weak in cavalry to 
make any attempt against the Nabob : and 
that they could not come to attack the camp 
hut by marching three leagues, and passing 
through straits where guards were placed. 
The prince replied to them, “ As I have no 
orders from my father, I have need of your 
experience to direct my actions ; I will wait 
here with patience and confidence according 
to your advice ; and am much obliged to you 
for your attention and care.” The whole 
company had not yet left the prince, when 
word was brought that Mugdhoom, his uncle, 
second commander of the army, had entered 
the camp, having taken the van-guard with 
some horse. 

Hyder, always indefatigable, advanced at 
dawn towards Timmale, with four thousand 
infantry and twenty pieces of cannon. Tlie 
town was op6h to him ; but while he was 
making the proper disposition to attack the 
fortresses, he learned that General Smith was 
in motion to attack him. This intelligence 
obliged him to return into his camp ; not 
chusing to fight in a position where his caval- 
ry would have been of no service to him. 



HYDER ALI KHAN. 


301 


He removed his camp the next day, be- 
cause he could not reach that of the English 
but by narrow passes, or by marching above 
ten leagues; though the camps were not 
above four leagues asunder. After passing 
by the rear of Nizam Daulla’s army, that had 
arrived two days before, and was encamped in 
a fine plain, lie pitched his camp to the left 
hand of Nizam, but in advance, being then 
about four leagues from the English, with a 
plain before him, interspersed with some wood 
and a pond that covered the left of the Eng- 
lish camp. 

The very evening that Hyder had clianged 
his camp, the English at the close of day 
struck their tents ; the news of which was 
quickly carried to Hyder, and obliged him to 
keep his men to their arms a^l night. But 
the English contented themselves to pass the 
night in the open air ; and at sun-rise they 
again set up their tents. This manoeuvi’e was 
repeated, for no positive reason that can be 
deduced, the four following nights, in spite of 
the frequent showers they were exposed to ; 
and Hyder, in consequence, .fortified liis camp 
with four large redoubts. 

As the English camp was always surround- 
ed with cavalry and light troops, as well on 
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foot as on horseback, who had taken jiosses- 
sion of all the passages, they could not re- 
ceive provision and ammunition except from 
Tirnmale, where they had no other stores 
than rice. Their troops therefore suffered 
much, as .Hyder w’as well instructed by the 
capture of patmars or couriers passing between 
the army and Madras, and likewise by the re- 
ports of individuals. The governor of Ma- 
dras blamed General Smith for having given 
the soldiers their rations of arrack in money ; 
saying that money being scarce, ought to be 
.sparingly distributed, and that it would have 
been sufficient to have promised the men their 
due from the council of Madras. In a letter 
to the paymaster, he blamed him for having re- 
fused to pay the troops their money in lieu of 
arrack, at the, orders of the general ; observ- 
ing, that no one in the anny can refuse obe- 
dience to the general, who is alone responsible 
for the consequences of his orders and dis- 
positions. The* governor likewise wrote to the 
doctor, who was commissary to the army, to 
continue to instruct him of all that pass- 
ed, &c. 

Tliis knowledge of the inconvenience sus- 
tained by the English ought to have deter- 
mined Hyder to continue the plan of invest- 
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ing the army, and ravaging the country. The 
English, imjjatient, no doubt, and desirous of 
extricating themselves out of their disagree- 
able situation, either by a night attack or by 
removing their camp, began to march about 
ten at night, after having struck their tents as 
usual. Hyder was soon infonned of this un- 
e.xpected march, by the repeated signals of 
rockets ; and a short time after was apprized 
that their course was directed to the camp of 
Nizam Daulla. 

The news was extremely embarrassing to 
the Nabob. He had the best founded suspi- 
cions of a secret correspondence between Ro- 
enn Daulla and the English, and had suffi- 
cient reason to believe that Nizam himself liad 
not the best intentions towards him. If Nizam 
was in concert with the English, his army, 
which was without defence on the side of his 
ally, was very much exposed to danger ; and 
on the other hand, without considering the 
probability of actual treachery», if the English 
should attack Nizam, the little order that 
prevailed in his army might be dangerous to 
his own, where the fugitives would not fail to 
fly for shelter and protection. Having called 
a council in a small casemate where Hyder 
usually slept, at the head of his camp, it was 
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resolved, that his army should be in readiness 
to march and intercept the English in their 
course to Nizam’s army ; which it was easy to 
do, as they had no more than a league and 
half of ground to pass, whereas- the English 
had near six : and that, in the mean time, the 
European commandant should march with 
all the irregular troops, and those dispersed in 
the country, to reach the front of the English 
amiy ; and, by han-assing them, retard their 
march, so that they might not be able .to reach 
Nizam’s army before day-light. 

It was about one in the morning when this 
officer learned that the English army was ad- 
vanced about three leagues on their way. 
He immediately assembled the greater part of 
the chiefs of the Caleros and Carnates, and 
commanded them to approach as near the 
English anny as they could ; extending them- 
selves on their flank the whole length of the 
line, without fear of spreading themselves too 
much, and not •to fire till within fifteen paces; 
— that they might fire at pleasure, though as 
quickly as possible, taking care every man to 
lie flat on the ground, after making his dis- 
charge. This last piece of advice might have 
been spared ; but it had its weight with them, 
as it was a tacit approbation of their manner 
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of fighting. They very exactly obeyed their 
orders ; their approach, and the great extent 
of ‘ground they covered, which was known to 
the English hy the matches of their musquets, 
stopped the march of the English, and obliged 
them to call into the column the,small de- 
tached parties that were on their flank, no 
doubt for fear they should be surrounded. The 
fire of the Caleros having commenced, the 
English, who ought to have despised them, 
faced about and answered by platoons, which 
made much noise, and did little mischief for 
the space of more than two hours, the Cale- 
ros returning their fire to the best of their 
abilities. An hour and half before day-break, 
the English marched to their left, and pitched 
another camp that was nearer Tirnmale, 
which covered their right ; the hank of a large 
pond was on their left, and before them a 
mountain of considerable height (where they 
placed a battalion of Sepoys) and surrounded 
with rocks and underwood, impracticable for 
cavalry. 

After reconnoitring the English camp, 
Hyder raised his own, and tpok another sta- 
tion, that was within two leagues of theirs, 
and so situated as to prevent the enemy from 
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attacking the army of Nizam, without first 
engaging his own. 

By the new position of both armies, the 
piimerous cavalry of the two Subas became 
still more useless and difficult to be supported ; 
which induced Hyder to attend to a piece of 
advice that had long been given him, — to send 
a large detachment from his army to take 
Godelour, an English factory two leagues 
from Pondicherry ; and to return by follow- 
ing the sea coast as fgr as Madras, whose en- 
virons they were to ravage and lay waste : 
a step that could not fail in obliging the 
council to recal the army for their own de- 
fence, which would have produced the great- 
est discredit and real prejudice to the Com- 
pany’s affairs. 

This detachment was on the point of de- 
parting, commanded by the European officer 
who gave the advice, and was assured of tak- 
ing Godelour, from his intimate acquaintance 
with the place.t but an English emissary, in- 
troduced into the camp of Hyder, and who 
had acquired the confidence of Raza Saeb, 
ancient Nabob ,of Arcot, a man of a contract- 
ed understanding, and much given to suspi- 
cion and jealousy, took the advantage, by 
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means of this man, to make Hyder believe, 
that the whole was no more than a contri- 
vance of the French officer to return to 
Pondicherry with his troop, being recalled (as 
it was insidiously affirmed) by the governor 
of that place. • 

If the answer of the governor of Pondi- 
cherry to the letters of the two Nabobs had 
been less precise, and had given some hope 
of assistance to them, as sound policy per- 
haps required, the imposture of the English 
emissary would have made no impression on 
the mind of Hyder ; and the commerce of 
Pondicherry would, by the ruin of Godelour, 
have been benefited by the loss of commerce 
the English would have sustained. 

Hyder had so much regard for the French 
officer who was to have commanded the ex- 
pedition against Godelour, that he had caused 
the Nizam to grant him a Jaghire, or im- 
mediate fief of the empire, without any 
vassalship to the Nabob of»*Arcot, all the 
country along the coast between the rivers 
of Alemparvy and Divicoty, and a line 
drawn from one river to the , other, touching 
and including Paniroti. The Paravana or 
patent recited, that this gift was made in. 
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return for the great services rendered to the 
empire by the said officer ; and that it was 
without any other obligation than that of 
maintaining two hundred Europeans for the 
guard of the country, whose revenue was es- 
timated at eight lacks of rupees ; with a 
promise of enlargement of the territory, if it 
should prove less. Hyder, and his son, as 
Nabob of Arcot, had confirmed and ratified 
this donation. 

The French officer, who was firmly persuad- 
ed that the English and Mohumed Ali Khan 
would lose all the Nabobship of Arcot in 
this war, thought it expedient to profit by the 
favour of Hyder, by obtaining a gift that 
would be so useful to his country. He did 
not wait till conquest had put that Nabob in 
possession of the territory ; presuming, per- 
haps with reason, that he might not then be 
so generous. The investiture, which ought to 
have been a secret in the cabinet, was made 
public by the' ‘secretaries of Rocun Daulla, 
Divan and keeper of the great seal, who came 
in ceremony to compliment the officer, and 
receive his present on the occasion. This 
gift excited the jealousy of Raza Saeb and 
some others, and was doubtless one of the in- 
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ducements that led Hyder to suspect the 
French officer. 

But, whatever may have been the cause, 
there is no doubt that Hyder was fearful of 
suffering his Europeans to approach too near 
Pondicherry. He, therefore, informed the 
French officer, that, as he could not then 
spare any infantry, it would be proper to defer 
the capture of Godelour till another oppor- 
tunity ; but that he would dispatch a body of 
cavalry ,to destroy the country close up to the 
gates of Madras ; “ and as it is no more than 
a kind of course,” said he, “ and my son has 
never yet had any command, it will be doing 
him a great pleasure to give him charge of 
this operation, at the head of five thousand 
horse.” It may, perhaps, seem surprising that 
Hyder should use so much address to make 
this officer acquiesce with a good grace in the 
substituting another general to the command 
of a detachment that had been promised 
him ; but no prince can possess to greater ad- 
vantage the art of softening his refusal ; so 
that he never appears to deny any thing. In 
consequence of this confere,nce, the young 
prince departed with his detachment ; and 
advanced with so much speed and secrecy to- 
wards Madras, that the governor, Mohumed 
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All Khan and his son, together with Colonel 
Call, and almost all the council, very narrow- 
ly escaped being taken in the country-house 
at the Company’s garden. Happily for them 
a small vessel, that by accident was opposite 
the garden, furnished them with the means of 
escaping, which otherwise would have been 
impossible. Their flight was so precipitate, 
that the governor did not stay for his hat and 
sword, Avhicli were taken by the soldiery, as 
well as the breakfast equipage ; it being the 
custom at Madras to take the air every morn- 
ing, and breakfast in the country. Tlie go- 
vernor and his company would infallibly have 
been made prisoners, if a domestic of their 
French emissary in Hyder’s camp, sent ex- 
pressly to apprize them of the incursion, had 
not arrived the very moment they were pre- 
paring to take their usual ride. The cavalry 
of Ilyder arrived full speed, and cut oil' their 
return to Madras : Mohiimed Ali Khan, who 
alone took the .liigh road, escaped being taken 
only by the swiftness of his horse. If the 
governor had had the misfortune to have been 
taken, his own presumption would 

have been the cause : for his company had 
scarcely met, before a crowd of the country 
people ran past towards Fort St. George, cry- 
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iii^ Mar alia ! Maralta ! tlie people of the 
coast never having, before the present war, 
experienced any incursions except from that 
nation. The governor and other English, 
instead of paying any attention to the cries of 
the fugitives, were much diverted, with the 
circumstance. A second troop passing by, 
and some of the company observing that the 
business deserved attention, the governor an- 
swered, “ The enemy’s cavalry cannot anive 
here without first passing by fortresses where 
we have garrisons, wdiose commandants would 
send me advice : the terror of these people is 
certainly a panic ; and to put an end to it, I 
will order the Chaubuc to the next that 
comes to alarm us in this manner.” Every 
body applauded his discourse, according to 
the established custom of crying Amen to 
what is said by men in power. But in the 
instant anived a crow'd from St. Thomas,* 


• The town of St. Thomas is supposed to belong to 
the Portuguese, and the colours of that nation are still 
displayed at the place. The bishop tiikes the title of go- 
vernor. It is entirely open, and ^ the English do not 
scruple to keep Sepoys in garrison there. The governor 
of Madras often sends for the bishop, as if he were at 
his orders ; and his house and church are occasionally 
searched, without any respect of places. Having received 
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many of whom were wounded ; they anncunc- 
ced that the enemy were plun dering that town. 
The whole company was seized with fear, 
and had just time to save themselves by the 
sea-coast, in consequence of the advice so 
luckily giyen them. 

While Tippoo Sultan ravaged the environs 
of Madras, his father reconnoitred the Eng- 
lish camp ; which it was easy for him to do, 
without danger, from a plain on the top of 
a hill that commanded a view of the rocks 
and underwood we have described. Tlie Na- 
bob perceived that he could annoy a part of 
their camp with large cannon ; and having 
taken his resolution, he caused his army to 
march the next day early, and conveying 
some large pieces of cannon to the top of the 
hill, he caused them to be pointed at the Eng- 


orders from his court to expel the Jesuits, they have 
remained in their convent, under the protection of the 
English, preserving their habits, and exercising their func- 
tions, in spite of the interdiction. This poor bishop is 
so much the slave of the English, that, notwithstanding 
the ill-treatment he receives, they compel him to give a 
Portuguese passporf to an English vessel that trades 
every year from Madras to the Manillas, where it is re- 
ceived by virtue of the false passport of the Portuguese 
governor, who is acknowledged by the English merely for 
their own convenience. 
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lisfesjamp, where they carried admirably well, 
and occasioned a kind of disorder and haste 
in striking and removing tents, &c. Hyder, 
delighted at having thus insulted the English, 
caused all his artillery, even the very smallest 
2)ieces, to be drawn iij) the hill for the 2)urpose 
of inak|ng a vain parade, though the greater 
part of the balls could never reach the Eng- 
lish : he imagined he should give the enemy 
a high idea ol‘ his forces, and intimidate them 
by shewing them all this artillery, and the vi- 
vacity and spirit it was worked with ; and, in 
order that his intention might be answered, 
he encouraged the soldiers himself, by ,giviug 
abundance of gold and silver money to the 
cannoniers of those pieces that a2)peared to be 
best served : — all which was matter of derision 
and laughter to the English ; and in reality 
answered no other purpose, than that of frighten- 
nig the feathered inhabitants of the underwood 
that grew on the hill-side. 

While Hyder thus exercised his artiller}% 
and kept his infantry in pRiadc, his cavalry 
galloppcd about the 2)lain to almost as little 
effect as the discharge of the greatest part of 
his artillery. Nizam, who did not think pro- 
per on this occasion to be an idle spectator, 
had marched with his army, nearly at the 

R R 
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same time as his ally, and caused hiS cavMry 
to parade round the English camp : but 
about three in the afternoon, with his whole 
ilifantry,"he attacked the Sepoys that General 
Smith had posted on the mountain. To de- 
fend themselves against this attack, the Se- 
poys were obliged to take positions that ex- 
posed them to the artillery of Hyder : seeing 
themselves obliged to give way, they made 
several signals to General Smith, who march- 
ed to their assistance with his whole army. 
It was near four in the evening, when his 
columns were observed to march out. Hyder 
immediately caused his artillery and infantry 
to descend from the hill, and recalled his 
cavalry, in order to face the English with his 
whole force. His troops were scarcely drawn 
up, in order to march, before the whole in- 
fantry of Nizam was seen in the most pre- 
cipitate flight and disorder; while his ca- 
valry appeared to advance bravely and in 
good order against the English, followed by 
his artillery : but instead of extending itself 
in the plain, to the left of Hyder, the troop 
placed itself between the English and his 
army, so as entirely to mask it from their 
sight. The English advanced along the 
banks of the pond near the mountain, march- 
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ing'Non ground covered with stones and 
shrubs,* whose branches being very flexi- 
ble’, are no great inconvenience for infantry. 
They were formed into two columns, having 
their cavalry in their rear, Jind their artillery 
in front, which firing on the cavalry, caused 
them to give way, and in a short time put 
them to flight full speed by the shortest way, 
which happened to be through the camp of 
Hyder, across which they drove, spreading 
terror and disorder as they went. Hyder 
perceiving the flight of Nizam and all his 
army, found himself exceedingly embarrass- 
ed, as he had every reason to suspect, some 
ti'eachery : he was likewise apprehensive, that, 
while he fought with the English, his camp 
would be plundered by the fugitives : and the 
approach of night added to the trouble that 
employed his thoughts. 

When the dispersion of Nizam’s army had 
left the English army uncovered, it was seen 
•» 

* The shrub that grows in all this part of India, and in 
all the uncultivated lands, is of the greatest utility. Its 
wood, leaves, and flower, distil a kind of syrup, which the 
great heat, I imagine, prevents from forming into lumps, 
like honey. It is with this shrub that the distillers, who 
follow the Indian camps, make their arrack, by adding 
more or less sugar, according to the season. 
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advancing in one full line, with the cavalry 
in reserve. ITie artillery of Hyder, distri- 
buted along tlie front of his infantry, made a 
few discharges, wliich must have slain a 
number of the enemy; but as the ridicidous 
cannonade from the top of the hill had ex- 
hausted his ammunition, his great guns soon 
became useless to him : the cavalry that 
fonned the two wings having received orders 
to charge, the right wing, where the hussai’s 
and dragoons were, made several charges, and 
advanced within pistol-shot ; but could never 
stand against the lire of the English artillery 
and musquetry. The left wing, for some un- 
known reason, made only one charge, and 
afterwards kept at a sufficient distance li’om 
the fire. Hyder seeing very little hope of 
beating the English, who had the advantage 
of artillery, and the night closing in being in 
favour of their infantry, yielded the field of 
battle, and retreated in good order ; the Na- 
bob himself fol'ming the rear-guard at the 
head of his cavalry. He withdrew his arnjy 
into their cam]), without leaving the English 
any mark of their victory, except one of the 
non three-pounders they themselves had lost 
before, whose oxen were killed, and might 
have been easily replaced by the oxen from 
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the empty ammunition waggons, if Hyder 
would have consented. The English made 
no ’ prisoners, except a Portuguese oilicer of 
the Topasses, who, being wounded, was given 
to be carried by four of his soldiers, and 
thrown by them into a ditch ; and a Paudari, 
who was likewise wounded ; all the other 
wounded were brought olF. Tlic number of 
killed in the army of the two Subas, did not 
exceed four hundred men. I'he Englisli 
followed Hyder to his camp; but his situ- 
ation between two mountains, a large pond, 
and two redoubts, between which they must 
have passed, prevented them from thinl^ing of 
the attack. They contented themselves witli 
firing some cannon across the pond, none of 
which reached the camp; and passed the 
night in the open air, a good cannon shot 
distant from the reiloubts. 

» 

Upon the arrival of Hyder in his camp, he 
found it in confusion ; the greater part of the 
servants and other people in the suite of the 
army, tenified at the flight of Nizam and his 
troops, having ran off, leaving the camp all 
standing. After placing his .infantry in the 
redoubts, and behind a retrenchment hastily 
thrown up, he ordered all his heavy artillery 
and baggage to march : the execution of this 
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order was attended with great difficulty. 
der has a particular talent in chusing places 
where his camp can be in security, as vvell 
from the nature of tlie ground, as from the 
defences that art can add; in which particular 
he lias gained the praises of General Smith, 
who himself possesses this talent in a superior 
degree. The continual wars of Hyder with 
the Marattas, who are far superior to him in 
cavalry, have no doubt obliged him to make a 
particular study of the art of encamping in 
advantageous positions, which are without 
number in his dominions ; all the country 
being . intersected by mountains and vallies, 
and covered with towns, fortresses, ponds, 
and woods. But he has the fault of not 
projecting easy sorties to his camps ; though 
the inconveniencies have been often re2)re- 
sented to him, especially on the occasion 
of the retreat alter the battle of Tirnmale ; 
his camp having no other way out behind, 
but by a pass ’filled witli rocks and under- 
wood, through which was a winding, narrow 
road, scarcely practicable for a single carriage. 
This road was very soon choaked up by the 
number of beasts of burthen, whose owners 
had anticipated the order for raising the 
camp. The pass was divided into two, one 
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leading to the camp of Nizam : all the bag- 
gage marched at their own discretion ; a con- 
siderable number took the right hand road, 
and crossed the immense baggages of Nizam’s 
army, that marched in the greatest disorder, 
intermixed with artillery. The consequence 
of all this disorder was, a stoppage, that pre- 
vented the march of Hyder’s artillery, in 
spite of all the pains that were taken to get 
forward by the light of more than a hundred 
torches ;* for, as they compelled the loaded 
beasts to walk on the borders of the road, 
they fell and overthrew their burthens ; which 
occasioned cries and a dreadful tumult^ the 
noise being repeated by the mountains : so 
that nothing better could be done, than to 
dispatch some troops to stop the march, and 
give orders for every one to remain where he 
was till morning. When the_ day appeared, 
regularity was soon restored, as Nizam s army 
was already in the plain. If General Smith 
had detached a smill party oS his infantry. 
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by a circuit of two leagues, they might have 
entered the camp of Nizam ; and by a few 
shot among the fugitives and conductor’s of 
baggage, they might have occasioned so much 
disorder, as would have rendered the conse- 
quences of the victory of the greatest impor- 
tance : for, though he met with no molesta- 
tion after his defeat, he left seven or eight 
pieces of large cannon in his camp :* Hydcr 
caused the cari;iages to be repaired, and sent 
them to him with the harness. Even the sil- 
ver plate, and other valuable effect of Nizam, 
were found in the roads. 

Hyder, iirstead of imitating the cowardice 
of Nizam, appeared at day-bre{ik with his 
troops drawn up in order of battle, at the en- 
trance of his camp : all his infantry being ijj^ 
the first line, and part of his cavalry in the 
second. In this position he made the Eng- 
lish respect him. When his artillery and 


* The English have published, that they took many 
pieces of cannon belonging to Nizam on the day of battle, 
which they afterwards returned when they made an ac- 
commodation with tjiern. There are strong reasons for 
doubting this fact; because these pieces were not con- 
ducted in triumph to Madras, where they would have 
been exhibited, if it were for no other reason than be- 
cause they were ornamented with fleurs de lis. 
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baggage had gained the plain, he retired with 
his army, liimself forming the Mfcir-guard with 
his" gi'enadiers, who did not quit that post 
of honour to the cavalry, till after the whole 
army had reached the plain. The English, 
who followed them, durst' not make any 
attack, but fired a few cannon, wliich slew 
four men, including a quarter-master of dra- 
goons, who was struck by the last rebound of 
a hall* 

It w'ill readily be supposed, that General 
Smith hastened to forward the news of this 
victory to Madras, which extricated the go- 
vernment of that settlement out of thq most 
tormenting embai’rassment. The unexpected 
incursion of Hyder’s son had throw^n them 
into the greatest consternation ; the garrison 
of Fort St. George consisted only of two 
hundred Europeans, and six hundred Sepoys ; 
so that the Black Town, wliich is properly 
the town of Madras, was at the discretion of 


* The contrast of Hyder’s army with that of Nizam, 
both in the battle and retreat, may serve to shew what 
kind of armies those were that we»e beaten by a small 
number of Europeans ; and likewise what the English 
and other Europeans, who flatter themselves with con- 
quests in India, may expect in future. 


8 S 
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Tippoo Sultan, a youth of eighteen. ^Tliis 
town contains jH gi-eat number of inhabitants, 
not less than four hundred thousand, accord- 
ing to the English calculation ; and their num- 
ber was then vastly augmented by the fugitives 
from the country. Though it bears the name 
of the Black Town, it is inhabited by great 
numbers of Europeans of all nations, who 
have warehouses furnished with the richest 
products of every country. Among others, 
there is a large colony of very rich Annenians, 
possessed of immense riches ; and great num- 
hers of Guzerats, or wealthy bankers, dealers 
in pearls, precious stones, and coral : in short, 
this town is always one of the richest em- 
poriums in the world. 

The terror that spread itself among this im- 
mense population, when they saw the fugitives 
from the country enter, was so great, that 
they imagined the whole army of Hyder, 
headed by himself in person, was on the point 
of entering ths town. Men, women, and 
children all ran to take refuge in Fort St. 
George, abandoning their houses and all they 
possessed. As t^e governor, counsellors, com- 
mandant, &c. were not yet arrived, no one 
gave orders to shut the gates ; so that in a 
short time the fort was crowded with a multi- 
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tude of people, that tilled the streets, the 
ditches, and even covered the glacis. The 
governor, on his arrival, could with difficulty 
force a passage to his house ; where he en- 
tirely lost all fortitude, and remained two days 
with his head resting on a table,, suffering 
Colonel Call, the chief engineer, and a man 
of abilities, to take the charge of every thing. 
This gentleman did his utmost ; but has since 
confessed, that if Hyder’s son had entered 
the Black Town, and pursued the fugitives, 
nothing could have prevented his taking Fort 
St. George. But this young prince was with- 
out experience ; and his cavalry havipg ap- 
proached the Black Town by the road from 
St. Thomas, passed of necessity under the 
cannon of the fort, a few discharges of which 
served to impose on him. Tippoo Sultan con- 
vened a council, where the advice of the 
grand almoner,* who had been sent with him 
in quality of Mentor, was, that it was not 
proper to run the risk of entering the Black 

*The grand almoner was the friend of Hjder. 

He will be mentioned in the portraits of the great men, 
and especially the friends and confidents of Hyder. No- 
thing can serve more effectually to display the true 
character of a prince, than accurate portraits of the people 
that enjoy his favour. 
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Town : but that the orders of Hyder ought 
strictly to be followed, namely, to ravage the 
environs of Madras : and more particukriy, 
not to hazard the life of the prince by ex- 
posing him to the cannon of Fort St. George, 
or any otker fortress. Every one was obliged 
to submit to this opinion, which, it may be 
affirmed, was the cause of saving the Eng- 
lish, and other inhabitants of Madras, the 
sum of more than one hundred millions of 
French money, that might have been lost to 
them by burning the Black Town, or forcing 
the governor and council to accept of peace 
on the hai'dest terms, by threatening them 
with this consequence. 

The Author of these Memoirs had advised 
Myder to besiege and take the Black Town of 
Madras, and to burn it ; though he did not 
imagine the thing to be so easy ; yet his ad- 
vice was partly the cause why he did not ac- 
company the young prince, for fear of expos- 
ing him ; and ii is this advice alone that w'as 
the ground of the persecutions of Governor 

B against him, as well as the foundation 

of a legal proccsj, in which no other evidence 
was brought than that of the English spies, 
who affirmed that they heard him give it. 
But this proceeding, contrary to every notion 
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of justice and the laws of nations, was an 
ordinary act of that despotism the English 
have arrogated and exercised in India. 

Though the town of Madras sulfered no 
damage, because Colonel Call, having armed 
all the Europeans he could collect, dispatched 
some Sepoys and volunteers to defend the en- 
trance of the Black I’own, who prevented 
the pillagers from approaching ; yet tlie 
damage sustained hy the English was, never- 
theless, very considerable. They have superb 
houses in the neighbourhood of Madras, rich- 
ly furnished : and all the villages, which are 
very numerous and fidl of people, are inhabit- 
ed hy painters and manufacturers of every 
kind, who were all pillaged, or affirmed they 
were in order to take advantage of not restor- 
ing the works that were entrusted in their 
hands, or paid for in advance. An English 
merchant, named Dehoimaire, of French ex- 
traction, was the only one of the inhabitants 
of Madras who did not sufler.hy the ravages 
made by Hyder’s troops round that city : not 
by way of gratitude for the services he had 
done Maffous Khan, the frjend of Hyder ; 
but by the efiect of chance, which led Chaki 
Shah, grand almoner of Hyder, and his real 
friend, to fix his residence in the country 
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house of this merchant, wliich was situated at 
St. Thomas’s Mount, a league and half from 
Madras. On the appearance of Hyder’s Ca- 
valry seen from the mount, the servants of 
Mr. Dehonnaire made their escape, with his 
children; .leaving all the moveables and effects 
to the mercy of the enemy. The situation of 
the house was agreeable to Chaki Shah, who 
chose it for his residence during the time 
Tippoo Sultan remained in the environs of 
Madras. On his entering the house, he told 
the gardeners that he was a man of peace, 
and that his presence would secure the house 
from insult He forbade his people either to 
take or spoil the smallest thing ; and having 
assured himself that his orders were not in- 
fringed, he enquired the name of the proprie- 
tor, and sent one of his gardeners, accom- 
panied by one of his own people, to caixy 
him his children’s clothes, with fruits and 
herbs ; assuring him that nothing in his 
house should bfe either damaged or stolen, but 
that he himself would overlook the gardeners, 
and sec they did their duty ; and would take 
care to send hin] the necessary produce of his 
garden every day, which he punctually per- 
formed. The young prince, in a visit to the 
grand almoner, was desirous of taking a 
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microscope ; but that nobleman would not 
consent, but wrote to Mr. Debonnaire to set 
a plice^upon the instrument ; and it was not 
till he had received the merchant’s second 
letter, that he consented to offer it as a pre- 
sent, on his part, to the Prince. 

The fugiti\'es from the environs of Madras 
having spread themselves all over the coast, 
carried the news of the capture of tliat town 
by Hyder ; and it came to Europe by the 
way of Pondicherry, Tranquebar, and the 
other European settlements. The caravans, 
and every possible conveyance, distributed 
this news with pleasure ; for the jealousy 
and hatred that other nations have conceived 
against the English, smothered the account 
they themselves had given of their victory at 
Timmale. The consequence was, that the 
price of the Company’s stock, at London, fell 
at once from 275 to 222. General Smith, to 
convey the news of his victory w ith readiness 
and expedition to Madras, di.'spatched a couri- 
er mounted on a dromedary, who, instead 
of avoiding the troops of Hyder, addressed 
himself to them, to demapd news of the 
Prince, saying, that he was charged by his 
father to inform him of the loss of the bat- 
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tie at Tirumale, and to order him to rejoiii 
him. By means of this stratagem he suc- 
ceeded in gaining access to the town ' of 
Madras, though the Prince was not above 
half a league distant. The governor, on 
receipt of’ General Smith’s letters, announc- 
ed the victory to the people hy one hundred 
and one guns ; and distributed the most exag- 
gerated accounts of the advantages gained 
over Hyder. 

The young prince, astonished at so unex- 
pected an event, consulted his council, who 
unanimously advised him to rejoin the annies 
of the Subas as early as possible ; which he 
executed in good order, canying with him 
four monks, and a priest, grand vicar of the 
bishop of St. Thoma.s, who was then at Pon- 
dicheiTy. On the reputation of Hyder ’s leni- 
ty, these priests did not think proper to 
follow the exaiiiple of the other inhabitants 
of St. Thomas, by abandoning their habita- 
tions. But as -.Hyder had recommended to 
his son to bring away some person of distinc- 
tion, who might instruct him concerning the 
forces of the English, and the succours they 
expected from Europe or elsewhere, — for 
want of more important personages, he en- 
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gaged these monks to accompany him ; and 
conducted them with all possible care and at- 
teritioi>, though by a disagreeable- carriage ; 
having caused them to mount two and two on 
the backs of camels, a beast whose pace is 
very fatiguing. Their journey having lasted 
five days, they arrived worn out with fatigue, 
and in the most deplorable condition ; espe- 
cially the Jesuits, who wore their square bon- 
nets, and who, to retain this head-dress, and 
at the same time to defend themselves from 
the heat of the sun, had been under the 
necessity of wrapping their heads in painted 
silks given them for' that purpose. , 

The battle of Tirnmale happening in the 
month of November, which is in the rainy 
season in that part of India where the theatre 
of war then was. General Smith thought pro- 
per to send his army to quarters, as they had 
already suffered greatly. lie distributed it 
into Vellore, Arcot, Cangivaromarni, Gingi, 
&c. after having strongly garrisoned Tirnmale, 
Vaniambari, Ambour,* and other advanced 
places. 

The loss of the battle of Tirnmale, though 
of so little importance, spread itself over all 
Hindostan with the greatest rapidity; and was 

T T 
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variously related, according to the dispositions 
of the narrators. Hyder was very little con- 
cerned at an event that he attributed' solely 
to the fault of Nizam ; whose alliance, in- 
stead of producing advantage, was a real bur- 
then to him. Nizam, on his side, perceiving 
that the conquest of the country of Arcot 
was by no means so near a conclusion as he 
had llattered himself, was desirous of return- 
ing to his own dominions ; but he was desir- 
ous first of extorting money I'rom Ilyder, as 
well as from the English and Mohumed Ali 
Khan. The different motives and intentions 
of the two Suhas augmented the distrust that 
was between them ; hut, instead of its be- 
coming appai’ent, they were both careful to 
redouble the public testimonials of mutual 
friendship. Nizam Danila, on the returix of 
Tippoo Sidtau, invited Hyder, and all the great 
men of his court, to a superb festival. He 
rendered the highest honours to that so- 
vereign ; and, .among other things, caused 
him to sit on a kind mf throne or sopha of 
massy gold, with cushions of cloth of gold, 
which he presented him with in the even- 
ing, when they parted. He likewise paid 
the highest respect and honour to Tippoo 
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S.ultan ; and bestowed honorable Ititse 
on several of the retinue,* who were most 
in ’H_}dcr’s favour. A few days after, Nizam 
was invited by Hyder in his turn ; but, 
instead of causing him to sit on a throne 
of wrouglit gold, a sopha was jn^epared with 
sacks of pagodas and gold rupees, cover- 
ed with fine carpets, and cushions of velvet, 
with a gold ground ; all which was likewise 
presented to him on his departure. It was 
agreed, at this last interview, that the two 
armies should separate, and that Nizam should 
return to his own dominions. This separa- 
tion was not, however, to take place tilj after 
Hyder had taken ])ossession of Vaniambari 
and Ambour, which he had resolved to besiege. 
It was likewise settled that Hyder should 
continue the war against Mohumed Ali Khan 
and the English ; and that Nizam should at- 
tack the English on the side of Masulipatam, 
to oblige them to divide their forces. 

* They who liave charges in the palace that place them 
in the household, never sit before the sovereign, however 
high their dignity (ns do the generals, and other persons 
of distinction) till a prince, the friendf and equal of their 
master, gives them a title. JMizam gave a title to llyder’s 
high-steward; and Hyder returned the compliment by 
giving an honorable title to the son of Nizam’s nurse 
who possessed an employ in his palace. 
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To shew the intimacy between Hyder and 
his family, as well as his manner of conduct- 
ing himself with respect to his relations; it 
will not be amiss to describe an interview he 
had with his mother about this time. This 
lady, whotin quality of queen-mother has the 
right of commanding in the seraglio or palace, 
having received information of the check her 
son had experienced, and which no doubt she 
supposed more considerable than it really was, 
departed from Hyder Nagar to see her son in 
the army, notwithstanding the inconvenience 
of travelling an hundred and fifty leagues in 
the rajny season. She made long journies, 
and arrived at the camp in a few days. When 
the Nabob, who had been apprized of the 
queen’s departure, w'as informed of her ap- 
proach, he left the camp with his whole army, 
in Savari, or parade. ITie army met the 
head of the queen’s retinue at a league dis- 
tance from the camp, at which time they 
halted ; and Hyder and his sons advanced 
alone on horseback, till they had joined the 
palanquin of their mother, which was close 
and covered with muslin. They inclined 
as low as they could on their horses, and 
placing themselves on the right and left of 
the palanquin, the lady continued her jour- 
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my, guarded by her son and grandsons, and 
followed by the whole retinue of Hyder. 
She ^ssed through the middle of Hyder ’s 
army, who saluted her as if she had been the 
prince himself. The retinue of Hyders 
mother consisted of about two hundred ladies, 
mounted on horses : they were enveloped in 
large pieces of thick muslin, which prevented 
even the smallest part of their clothes from 
being seen. They all went before the palan- 
quin of the queen-mother, which was followed 
by eight carriages, covered with scarlet cloth, 
and drawn by large Persian oxen. There were 
likewise ten elephants, and a great number of 
camels and beasts of burthen. Some Euro- 
pean horsemen preceded the women, and 
marched on one side. All the retinue was 
surrounded by about six hundred lancemen, 
having feathers and bells to their lances ; and 
the horsemen, who precede’d and followed 
the retinue, were about four hundred in 
number. . .. 

It is said, that when this lady was conduct- 
ed into her tent, Hyder enquired what could 
have induced her to make so, long a journey, 
especially at a time when the continual rains 
rendered the roads almost impracticable ; and 
that she answered, “ I was desirous, my son. 
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of seeing how you bear the ill fortune you 
have sustained.” The prince having replied, 
“ That if heaven should put him to no great- 
er trial, he should find no difficulty in sup- 
porting it — “ Very well then,” replied she, 
“ since th^it is the case, I give thanks to God ; 
and shall immediately return, that I may be 
no impediment to your operations.” Two 
days after, this lady, having wished her son 
every kind of prosperity, departed, accom- 
panied by her son and grandsons to the place 
where they had met her. 

The first place of encampment of Ilyder’s 
array, after the battle of Tirnmale, was at 
Singueman. After having rested two days, 
they passed the Paler, which was much swell- 
ed by the rains, and encamped in a plain five 
leagues distant from Caveripatam, and six 
from Vaniambari. It was in this camp that 
Tippoo Sultan 'rejoined the army, that the 
Subas formed their last treaty, and that Hy- 
der received thCfVisit of his mother. The se- 
cond day after the departure of that lady, the 
army marched towards Vaniambari : the ca- 
valry and the greatest part of the infantry ar- 
rived in good time to reconnoitre the place, 
which was found susceptible of being ap- 
proached by favour of the water, hedges, and 
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trees, without the necessity of opening the 
trenclies. For the purpose of the attack, a 
gafdeii.was chosen, in the midst of the in- 
undation, upon a rising ground ; on which 
was constructed, the same night, a battery of 
twelve pieces of cannon. As this place is 
not more than three quarters of a league from 
the pass that leads to Vellore, a body of troops 
with artillery were sent to take possession of 
the same. Tlie commandant of Europeans 
being slightly wounded, Hyder would not 
permit him to attend the works during the 
night ; but insisted on liis going to repose in 
his tent, while he himself undertook to ;super- 
intend the workmen. In consequence of 
this determination, he passed the night in. the 
battery, seated at the foot of a tree, in spite 
of the dampness and frequent rain, — exposed 
to the balls and shot that killed many work- 
men and officers near liim, — and diverting 
every one by his pleasantries, till the return 
of the commandant permittedJiim to retire. 

The battery began to fire about six in the 
morning ; and though the service of the can- 
non was attended with much difficulty, the 
English fire was soon silenced ; and Captain 

R , commander of the place, displayed 

the white flag, and sent Mr. D , his se- 
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cond in command, to treat about a capitula- 
tion. This gentleman being conducted to the 
European commandant, demanded W same 
terms as had been granted to the garrison at 
Caveripatam. After much altercation, on the 
repeated orders of Hyder to refuse nothing, 
the required terms were granted ; on condi- 
tion that the commander of the place, and 
the other European officers and soldiers, 
should not serve against Hyder for the space 
of a year. When these conditions were 

agreed on, Mr. D , much chagrined at not 

being treated so favourably as he desired, de- 
mand^td that Hyder should affix his seal to 
the capitulation. Hyder being advised that 
the.conference was broken off, and the officer 
was about to return to his place, came for- 
ward, and seating himself by the European 
commandant upon a cannon, addressed him- 
self to the English deputy : “ I am not,” said 
he, “ commander of the siege. You demand 
my seal ; I have not my great seal here ; but 
to put an end to all difficulties, I give my 
small seal into the hands of my command- 
ant and pulling his ring from his finger, he 
gave it to the commanding officer of artillery ; 
saying, “ Make what use of this you think 
proper.” ITie officer made an impression 
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with it at the bottom of the capitulation ’; and 
this dispute of self-importance was thus, by 
the good sense of Hyder, put an end to. 

The garrison of this place consisted of one 
thousand Sepoys and thirty Europeans : four- 
teen iron cannon, that had been dismounted 
for the most part by the cannon of the be- 
siegers, composed all the artillery. Besides 
these cannon, that were found by the English 
in the place, two other pieces belonging to the 
regiment of Sepoys were taken. The place 
made no great resistance, though it was well 
provided with ammunition and stores, though 

there was no breach, and a sufficient number 

» 

of workmen to repair the carriages : but we 
have already hinted at the reasons that in- 
duced the commandants of these places to 
make so little resistance. 

After placing a good garrison in Vaniam- 
bari, the army marched towards Ambour, a 
place famous for the battle gained by the 
French, and the troops of .Mouza Ferring 
and Chanda Saeb, against Unvurudeen Khan, 
father of Maffous Khan and Mohumed Ali 
Khan, who lost his life, at the age of eighty- 
two years, on the third day of the battle, after 
having repelled the enemy from his retrench- 

u u 
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fnents for two successive days. This place, 
in which the English had amassed considera- 
ble quantities of ammunition and stores, •to- 
gether with artillery, musquets, uniforms, and 
fents, is composed of three different fortifica- 
tions, inclpsed the one within the other. 

The first is the citadel, situated on a moun- 
tain of the most difficult access, on account of 
its steepness on all sides. This extensive for- 
tress is capable of containing a numerous gar- 
rison, with all the necessary stores, not ex- 
cepting even beasts of every kind : two very 
large basons, cut in the rock, contain much 
more water than it is possible to consume 
from one rainy season to another : and lastly, 
the ramparts ai-e constructed with such 
strength and firmness, that for this reason, as 
well as the elevation of the mountain, very 
large cannon, and much time, would be re- 
quired to make a breach. 

At the foot of the citadel, and on the only 
accessible side,. us a fort, which the English 
have strengthened by the addition of a palli- 
saded covered way, and a glacis : and lastly, 
a town of considerable magnitude incloses the 
fort, defended by a brick wall, with round 
bastions^ and a dry ditch. Half the town is 
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Covered from any attack by a large pond ; at 
the end of which the English have constructed 
a redoubt, which closed the road that led 
between the pond and the river, and com- 
manded the road on the other side between 
the river and a high mountain. , 

As soon as the army had encamped about 
a league distant from Vaniambari, on the 
hanks of the river they had passed at Vaniam- 
bari, Hyder went, the very same evening, to 
reconnoitre the town, in spite of a very heavy 
rain, that was partly the cause of liis being in 
great danger : for, having advanced to the 
border of the pond, he found himself .unex- 
pectedly exposed to the cannon of the re- 
doubt, which was masqued by trees, and the 
end of the bank of the pond. Tliis artillery, 
which consisted of three large pieces, made a 
discharge that killed fifteen horses, and cover- 
ed Hyder with blood, and the limbs of the 
unfortunate men that were slain. Notwith- 
standing this accident, Hyde? continued to 
reconnoitre the approaches ; and resolved to 
cross the river again with his array, to encamp 
on the other side of the town; where he 
should be in a position equally advantageous 
for the security of his camp, and for prosecu- 
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ting the siege of Ambour, which would be 
blocked up by his camp on the side of Vellore 
and Sattgheri, and by the army of Nizam "on 
the side of Vaniambari and Ventigheri. 

In consequence of this resolution, the army 
traversed the river during the night, and pass- 
ed under the fire of the redoubt before the 
break of day ; so that a few stragglers among 
the valets and suttlers were the only persons 
that suffered. 

Between the river that flows on the side 
where Hyder’s army was encamped, and a 
chain of mountains that extend from Ambour 
to Sat.tgheri, is a plain about three leagues in 
length, and of an unequal breadth, from half 
to three-quarters of a league. One extremity 
of this is entirely shut up by the town of 
Ambour, the redoubt, and the river. This 
part of the town, whose approach was much 
favoured by fields of a kind of millet, then 
very high, was judged capable of being taken 
by storm, without making any breach. Orders 
were consequently given to prepare ladders of 
bamboo : but as it was thought that the garri- 
son, which was .numerous, might make resis- 
tance, the grenadiers and best infantry were 
ordered to make the attack. 
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The order of attack being settled, the chiefs 
of ea^h corps were conducted, in open day, to 
reconnoitre those places they were destined 
to march against ; and at the close of the 
evening, after supper, the troops spread them- 
selves in the plain, carrying thejr ladders, 
and posted themselves opposite that part of 
the town they were to assault ; with orders to 
lie down., and wait in silence for the concert- 
ed signal. Cannon were likewise conducted 
into some deserted houses, that formed a 
village in the midst of a great number of 
trees, fronting the part nearest the river; 
from whence it was judged they might favour 
the attack, by enfilading the rampart. The 
English, who could not be ignorant of these 
preparations, as they were openly made, ap- 
peared very busy during the whole night ; 
and kept a great firing on the village, whose 
houses they shot through and through, with- 
out killing more than one man. They con- 
tinually threw out fire-pots and fusees, to dis- 
cover the manoeuvres of the assailants ; but 
while the night lasted, Hyder’s troops remain- 
ed at their ease. At the biceak of day they 
advanced in good order from all parts, carry- 
ing their ladders, with drums beating and 



342 


TilE HISTORY OF 


colours flying, till they came to the edge of 
the ditch, into which they descended. ’They 
mounted the walls and bastions so quickly, 
that Hyder’s colours were hoisted on the 
ramparts immediately after, in spite of the 
cannon anjl musquetry of the enemy; which 
was not very sharp ; whether it be that the 
commandant of the place did not think pro- 
per to make a longer resistance, or whether 
the English had reared, supposing the es- 
calade would not take place. Some men 
were at first seen on the bastions; but the 
cannon placed in the village, or perhaps their 
fears, drove them away ; for the grenadiers 
in ascending found them abandoned, and im- 
mediately proceeded to plunder the town. 
Some of them having ventured to ])ursue the 
fugitives as far as the glacis of the fort, found 
themselves exposed to a cannonade that des- 
troyed considerable numbers ; others were 
slain in the streets by the cannon of the fort 
and citadel, which obliged them to stretch 
curtains across the streets, and to cut passages 
through the houses. Among those who were 
slain in this attack, was the brave and gene- 
rous Caki Shah, Peerzadah, or grand almoner, 
who was running from house to house, ac- 
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cording to his laudable custom, to prevent the 
soldiers from committing any act of cruelty. 

Hyder himself formed the project of this 
attack by day ; and conducted the left wing 
of his troops in person, on horseback, with 
his sabre drawn, to the edge of the .ditch. 

At the beginning of the night an English 
gunner, a deserter, gave information that the 
garrison of the fort would retreat into the 
citadel that night, and that they were employ- 
ed in carrying off the most valuable effects, 
and destroying the rest. The commandant 
of Europeans proposed to Hyder, immediate- 
ly to attack the fort with all the grenadiers ; 
having the Europeans, as well horsemen as 
l^unners, at their head. This being agreed to, 
every preparation for the attack was made in 
an hour ; and at eight o’clock tlie troops 
sallied forth through the streets, and leaping 
into the covered way, scaled the fort, which 
the English made haste to abandon ; how- 
ever, they could not do this*so quickly, hut 
that twenty-five sepoys, an officer, and six 
Europeans were taken prisoners, two of the 
latter being wounded. • 

The English had thrown a large quantitj^ 
of cartouches into a pond in the middle of the 
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fort, and had caused a fire to be made in the 
place d’armes for the purpose of burning the 
uniforms, a considerable quantity of which 
were saved. The besiegers found eighteen 
brass cannon designed for field service, three 
thousand .firelocks, a great quantity of shot, 
bullets, and gun-flints, and a considerable 
stock of rice and flour. ITiere were likewise 
store-houses filled with tents, chests, and effects 
belonging, or intended to be sold, to the army ; 
which was very acceptable plunder for the 
soldiers ; and might easily have been saved, 

as Captain C , commandant of the place, 

was in a situation to have defended the fort a 
very long time, his garrison being numerous, 
and well provided both with artillery an(|| 
ammunition. 

The facility Hyder met with in taking all 
the English places he attacked, encouraged 
him to undertake the siege of Ambour ; though 
he had received advice, that the English were 
marching from"'all parts to assemble at Vel- 
lore. Firm and determined in his smallest 
resolutions, he refused to follow the prudent 
advice that was- given him, to repair imme- 
diately to Vellore ; as he easily might in a 
single march, the distance from Ambour being 
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only ten leagues.. At this last place he would 
have Seen in the centre of the English quar- 
ters, which were dispersed for more than 
forty leagues round, and might have prevent- 
ed them from uniting ; a step of so much the 
more cohsequence, as the English at Madras 
had lately received a reinforcement of troops 
from Bengal, which the position of Hyder’s 
army, at Vellore, would have prevented them 
from joining the other troops. 

The difficulty of taking the citadel of Am- 
bour, which we have described as being situ- 
ated on a steep mountain, was rendered much 
greater to Hyder, by the circumstance pf his 
being without either bombs or mortars. The 
ditches of the town, serving in some respects as 
trenches, favoured the approaches ; and many 
guns were mounted in a sliort time, though 
with the loss of the best gunners, who were 
uncovered from head to foot, by reason of the 
elevation of the castle. Hyder allowed but one 
night for constructing the batteries, and conse- 
quently the parapet could not be made of the 
requisite height and thickness, till after the 
loss of many brave men. Cannon were plant- 
ed on a mountain tha,t overlooked the citadel ; 
but the English, in two days, erected a bul- 
wark on that part of the citadel exposed to the 

w w 
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ricochet, or rolling shot of the cannon, which 
rendered them absolutely useless. Tlid great 
distance between the two places prevented 
the firing in battery from the mountain ; so 
that after seventeen days’ siege, with the loss 
of many Europeans, and much powder and 
ball, the work was no more advanced than at 
first. In this state of affairs news arrived 
that the English army was assembled at 
Vellore, and was preparing to march and raise 
the siege. 

On this intelligence Hyder took the resolu- 
tion of anticipating the enemy, and retreated. 

Thf redoubt we have spoken of being en- 
tirely cut off from all communication with 
the fort by the escalade of the city, its garri- 
son consisting of one hundred Sepoys, six 
European cannoniers,* and an English ser- 
jeant, who commanded, was obliged to sur- 
render at discretion. 

A number of irregular troops being intro- 
duced, at the close of day, into the city and 
fort, who climbed up the sides of the moun- 
tain, and fired upon the guards, — the cannon 


* It is to be observed, that in India there are not above 
three or four Europeans quartered to the largest guns, the 
rest being Indians. 
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was drawn off under favour of this noise ; and 
at midnight, an hour before the rising of the 
moon, all the troops quitted the trenches, and 
marched to join the rest of the army that had 
left their camp, at the beginning of night, and 
repaired to another on the road to, Vaniam- 
bari.* On the following day the army 
marched, and encamped on the banks of the 
river of Vaniambari ; its right wing bearing 
against that fortress, and its front directed to- 
wards Ambour. 

Tins retreat of Hyder was the signal of 
Nizam’s separation from him, that Suba retir- 
ing into the country of Curpa. 

The same day that Hyder pitched his 
camp at Vaniambari, Genei’al Smith arrived 


* A surprising phtcnomenon happened on the night of 
this retreat, which was at the end ,of December ; The 
moon rose at one in the morning ; and about three it was 
so extremely cold, that no one in the armies of the two 
Subas could remain either in bed or his tent, though 
they were provided with carpets and cloth coverlids, but 
were obliged to light large fires and warm themselves, as 
in the time of the greatest frosts at Paris. The weather, 
during this great cold, was very serone, with little or no 
wind ; and nothing similar to it happened on the night 
following. This event was so uncommon in that climate, 
that the most aged persons had never known or heard of 
the like. 
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at Ainbour with his anny, consisting of 
28,000 men, of which 5,000 were En|[lish ; 
for the Bengal reinforcement consisted of six 
hundred Europeans, and six thousand Sepoys, 
very much superior in appearance to the 
Sepoys of, Madras, and esteemed by the Eng- 
lish as the best infantry in India. 

The English general allowed his troops a 
short time for repose, and left Ambour on the 
very evening of his arrival, directing his 
march to Vaniambari. 

Hyder was so confident that the English 
would not come to seek him, that he did not 
take tjie usual precaution of dispatching ad- 
vanced guards of cavalry and light troops on 
the side of the enemy. There were no other 
than large bodies of cavalry on the other side 
of the river, about half a league from the 
camp ; and two redoubts, raised about one 
hundred paces from the same bank, on an 
eminence, that served as posts for the advanc- 
ed guards of infantry. Each of these re- 
doubts mounted two pieces of cannon : and 
it was not till seven in the morning that the 
approach of the. enemy was known by the 
cannon of the redoubts, that gave the signal 
of alarm ; at the same instant that the arrival 
of the horsemen put the fact out of doubt. 
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That which induced Hyder to suppose the 
English would not pass Ambour, a town, on 
his frontier, was, his having dispatched pro- 
positions of peace to the army and to Madras. 
The bearer of these proposals was an English- 
man, formerly factor or consul at Carvac. 
As the chief preliminary was, that every 
thing should remain in statu quo (an offer so 
much the more convenient, as neither party 
had any restitution to make ; all the places 
formerly taken by the English being recap- 
tured, and Hyder having evacuated the domi- 
nions of the English, or of Mohumed Ali 
Khan) he did not doubt of their being accept- 
ed. This mediator had promised to send 
advice, as early as possible, whether he had 
any hopes of succeeding in his mission. But 
General Smith, who had his instructions and 
his projects, did not think himself at liberty 
to suspend his operations, though he was of 
opinion that peace would be advantageous to 
his nation. The Englishman continued his 
journey to Madras, without sending back ad- 
vice according to his instructions. On his 
arrival at Madras, he found the governor and 
council recovered of their fright, and elated 
with the hopes of success from certain in- 
trigues they were carrying on. In this dis- 
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position they treated him as a young man, 
and derided his propositions ; but the Conse- 
quences gave them sufficient reason- to ,te- 
pent. 

On the news of the enemy’s approach, 
Hyder put himself at the head of the piquets 
of cavalry, and passed the river ; after giving 
orders to strike the camp, to draw up the in- 
fantry in order of battle, and to march the 
heavy artillery and baggage to Caveripatam ; 
at the same time commanding his brother 
Mughdoom • to follow him with all the ca- 
valry. 

ThQ Nabob advanced as far as the redoubts. 
The enemy appeared in good order, coming 
forward in three columns of infantry : their 
whole .cavalry formed the rear-guard in a 
single line, except two hundred English dra- 
goons who rode before the columns. 

The first care of this sovereign was to 
draw off the cannon of the redoubts, and to 
cause the advanced guards of infantry to re- 
join the rest of the army ; and as he observed 
that the enemy continued to advance, he 
himself repassed the river, leaving Mughdoom 
Ali Khan at the head of a large body of ca- 
valry, and the commandant of Europeans at 
the head of the hussars and dragoons, with 
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ofders to observe the march of the enemy, 
and to harrass them even so far as to attack 
the. head of their columns ; with the inten- 
tion of causing them to slacken or stop their 
march, that Hyder’s army might have time to 
retire. ' This cavalry, with the dragoons and 
hussars at their head, hastened to attack the 
enemy’s columns to the centre and the left, 
which appeared in a situation to come up 
with Hyder’s army the soonest ; because the 
column to the right was on an eminence, and 
could not pass the river without defiling, as 
the banks were very steep. The European 
cavalry were advancing full trot to atts^ck the 
centre, when several canon, discharged from 
the right-hand column on their flank, killed 
two horses ; one of which was that of the 
commandant of Europeans, who falling, found 
himself immediately surrounded by the Eng- 
lish dragoons, and abandoned by his own, 
through the treachery of the greater number, 
who, together with their oflioers, gave them- 
selves up to the English. The French com- 
mandant, in falling, received a contusion on 
the buttock and thigh, that farmed an abscess ; 
in the cure of which he kept his bed three 
months at Madras. This desertion stopped 
the Indian cavalry, who returned ; and Ge- 



352 


THE HISTORY OF 


neral Smith ordered his army immediately to 
halt, suffering Hyder’s army to retreaSt un- 
molestedS A few shots were fired at some, ca- 
valry that came to reconnoitre his army, that 
remained on the same ground till evening, 
because his equipage could not arrive sooner ; 
at which time he turned back, and encamped 
on the road to Ambour, about half a league 
distant from the river. 

It is impossible to exceed the politeness 
and respect that General Smith shewed to his 
prisoner, the French commandant. He caus- 
ed him to sleep in his own tent ; and inform- 
ed hini, that the march of his army had no 
other purpose than that of favouring the de- 
sertion of the Europeans, which was expect- 
ed to be much more considerable, in conse- 
quence of a plot that had long been carried 
on, and which they W'ere apprehensive could 
be no longer concealed.* 

The honour and integrity that the writer 
of these Memows has adhered to in the rela- 
tion of the facts they contain, do not allow 


* General Smith did not fire on this troop ; and said, 
that in keeping the secret, he had forgot to give an order 
for that purpose to Colonel Linn, who commanded the 
column to the right. 
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him to pass over in silence the odious plots 
that ivere made use of, in order to execute 
this infamous piece of treacheiy. €1 

After the capture of Caveripatam, pennis- 
sion was given to an adventurer,* a surgeon 
by profession, to retire to the coast of Coro- 
mandel, taking the advantage of going in 
company wdth some English officers, who had 
been taken in that place. This permission 
was, no doubt, a great indiscretion ; but as 
the proverb says, we can never think of every 
thing ; and there was, besides, a wish to get 
rid of a worthless man, from whom there was 
no reason to fear any thing. Nothipg less 
than an unforeseen chain of circumstances 
could have given him the power of doing 
mischief. 

This surgeon came to Hyder at Coimba- 
toor, where he announced himself a Chevalier 
de St. Louis, and ancient captain of artillery, 
travelling to Pondicherry. He found credit 
with the commandant of Hyder ’s Europeans, 
to whom he addressed himself; because he 
had been recommended to that officer by the 


• This man, whose name we conceal on account of his 
family, has, by his bad conduct, attracted the notice of 
government, and is now in confinement. 


X X 
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chief of the French factory at Calicut, who; 
in forwarding European news, added. These 
things be depended on, as they come frpm 
good hands ;</ have them from M. le Chevalier 
(Ig*****^ who is arrived from Europe by the 
caravans, and is on his way to Pondicherry, 8^c. 
^'c. This commandant did not indulge a 
doubt respecting the good (pialities of the 
chevalier, who, together with the cross he 
had the audacity to beai’ possessed like- 
wise, to the misfortune ol' many, an engag- 
ing and seductive exterior. On this false 
appearance of candour and rectitude, the 
commajidant of Europeans received him in 
the best manner, and presented him to Hy- 
der, who gave him the command of a batta- 
lion of Sepoys, with appointments to the 
value of £50 per month. The man was 
absolutely without common necessaries ; 
and the French commandant supplied him 
with lodging, subsistence, a carriage, and 
every thing becoming a gentleman. After 
these services, it may naturally he sup- 
posed that he w^ould have felt the ut- 
most gi-atitude and regard for his benefac- 
tor : hut, on the contrary, his perfidy and 
want of principle were such, that in less than 
three months he was dismissed from all his 
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employs. Being on the 2^oiDt of being re- 
duced to beggary, he had the confidence to 
request permission to exercise his bisiness as 
a surgeon. This request was made by the 
mediation of Hyder’s surgeon, who had been 
a fellow-soldier with him in Lally’s regiment, 
and had recollected him perfectly on his 
arrival ; though, at the request of the other, 
he did not ex])ose him. Our gentleman, 
thus becoming a surgeon, found himself to he 
a Chevalier de Christ,* by the assistance of a 
cross that served every purpose : it was, how- 
ever, a real cross of St. Louis, that side being 
untouched on which are the sword and laurel 
crown, with the motto Bellicse virtutis prw- 
miim ; but on the other, the enamel that re- 
jnesents St. Louis was taken off, and a small 
cross substituted in its j)lace. He affirmed, 
that he had caused this cross to be made iit 
this manner when in Portugal, in order to 
give it a French aj^pearance. However, he 


* He affirmed, on the second day after his arrival, that 
he was a knight of this Portuguese order. The facility 
with which he conferred these dignities upon himself, and 
a long stay at Lisbon, whence the fear of hanging had in- 
duced him to make his escape, and a patent since affirmed 
to be forged, were the causes why this quality w.os not 
called in question. 
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was forbade to wear it ; but he adonied lum- 
self by an embroidery on bis clothes, that was 
permitted him. A specimen of his. usual 
tricks having procured him to be confined, he 
obtained his enlargement by means of his 
comrade, with leave to repair to the coast of 
Coromandel, in company of some English 
officers who were to return to Madras. Our 
adventurer spoke good English, and under- 
took to court the favour of Captain M*****, 
by a string of narrations to which that gentle- 
man either gave credit, or pretended to do so. 
Among other things, he told him, that all the 
Europeans in Hyder’s service, who constitut- 
ed his chief force, were much disgusted with 
the service they were engaged in, and still 
more with their commandant ; and that if 
the government of Madi’as w^ould employ 
him, he would engage to cause them all to 
desert ; in the execution of which project, his 
friend, the surgeon of the Nabob, would en- 
gage to lead every assistance in his power. 

The English officer, charmed at the dis- 
covery of a method of turning the attention 
of the Madras administration from the cow- 
ardly defence he had made, presented our 
chevalier to Colonel Call, engineer in chief, 
and a man of great influence in the council. 
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He had great abilities ; but, considering the 
extent of his mind, he was blaineable for at- 
tending more to the purpose or end he aimed 
at, than to the difficulties that might prevent 
his amving at it. This colonel, who, like 
many others, was bigotted to the Qpinion that 
the Indians can do nothing without the help 
of the Europeans in their service, was de- 
lighted with the project of the chevalier ; 
and presented him to the governor and Mohu- 
med Ali Khan, by whom he was received as 
a guardian angel. Thus it was that this man, 
from being a surgeon driven out of Hyder’s 
camp, suddenly found himself the friend and 
confidant of the governor and Mohumed Ali 
Khan. He was nobly entertained, and load- 
ed with presents, in spite of the railleries of 
some Englishmen, who knew him from the 
reputation he had acquired by exhibiting his 
tricks at Bengal. 

While the gentlemen at Madras were deli- 
berating on the means of carrying tlieir plot 
into execution, an ancient French officer, of 
the East India Company’s troops of that na- 
tion, arrived there. He supposed himself to 
have been unjustly treated by that Company ; 
and came to offer his services to the English 
against Hyder Ali Khan. 
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'llic project of tlie clievalier surgeon was 
eoiuniuiiicated to him. lie did not hesitate 
to undertake tlie task of carrying it into edccl. 
His offer was acce])ted, with a promise of 
making him lieutenant-colonel, with the com- 
mand of a ,cor})s in the pay of the hhiglish 
Company ; the basis of which Avas to be com- 
posed of the deserters Ifom Ilyder. 

do engage the conlidence of the I'lnglish 
government, this officer caused liis trunks 
and valuable effects to be carried to the house 
of the governor, wlio jdaced them in liis ca- 
binet. Not to make himself suspected by 
ITyder, this new emissary repaired to lk)ndi- 
cherry, Avherehe communicated in confidence 
to all his acquaintaiKie his design of’ going 
into the service of that Nabob. A numl)er 
of officers and young men offered to accom- 
pany him. He was careful to transmit their 
names to tlie governor of Madras; and left 
Pondicherry secretly, at the time he expected 
the complaints of dhe English governor would 
arrive, dhe lu’ench governor, on receipt of 
the letter of' comjdaint, sent for those who 
were nominated, Q-nd demanded their word 
of' honour, that they would not leave Pondi- 
cherry without his consent. 

dhe informer, Avho had the utmost lacilitv 
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ill making liirs journey, because tlie country 
lie liad to traverse was entirely undi'r tli(‘ 
gd.veruinent ol‘ tlie l^nglisli, repaired to tlie 
camp ot Colonel Wood in tlie environs of 
Alltour. lie remained there two da) s ; wlien 
tliat army departing to join (ieneral Smith, 
he u ent to Ahtoiir, and declared liimseir to 
he French : guides and every tiling he de- 
manded were conseipicntly allowed to con- 
duct him to llyder’s camp. He arrived, ac- 
companied hy a single servant ; and atlirmcd, 
that having met tlu' army of ( adonel Wood, 
he had passed two days in the forests, at the 
risk of heing de\ oiired hy tigers ; and that 
he had made the journey Ifom Pondicherry 
to Ahtour on loot. 

Tlie reputation he had acquired, prohahly 
in conse(pience of the virtues and talents his 
relations had exhihited in India, prejudiced 
the commandant of ITyder’s Europeans in his 
favour, lhat o/hcer thought himself hajipy 
in seeing him arrive, supposhig that he had 
found a companion to share his lahours ; and 
consequently endeavoured to render him every 
mark of friendship and re>qiect. The emis- 
sary at first seemed to meet the advances of 
the commandant Avith cordial regard. He 
Availed afterwards on Kaza Ali Khan, Avlioni lu* 
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had long known, and who reposed the utmost 
confidence in him on account of his family, 
which had always been highly attached .to 
that prince’s father. Raza Saeb undertook to 
introduce him to Hyder, who, to the surprize 
of all present, received, him with evident 
marks of chagrin : which was so much the 
more strange, as that Nabob always received 
the commonest French soldier with pleasure. 
But he had been informed positively by 
Mughdoom, his brother-in-law, who had seen 
the officer at the head of the French cavalry, 
when he escorted the convoys from Gingi to 
Pondicherry, that the man was a coward. It 
was not possible to persuade Hyder to receive 
him with any mark of respect ; as he had too 
much esteem and friend.ship for his brother- 
in-law, not to give credit to his report. By 
this prevention lie could not obtain the com- 
mand of a company of hussars, that was 
without a captain and was commanded by a 
lieutenant who vould neither write nor read. 
The European commandant, not having the 
least idea of its being possible that a man of fa- 
mily and reputation, as the newly arrived officer 
was, could deserve such a character, was firmly 
persuaded that Mugdhoora Ali Khan had 
prejudiced Hyder against him without reason. 
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To convince him of his esteem, he communi- 
cated to him, in confidence, the secret of the 
expedition against Godelour ; believing that 
he could give him good advice, because he 
had lately arrived from Pondicherry, which is 
not more than two leagues distant from Gode- 
lour ; and expecting that the success of the 
expedition would be productive of advantage 
to him. We have already shewn how he 
made use of Raza Saeb, to frustrate this un- 
dertaking ; and how he prevented the gover- 
nor, and the major part of the council, from 
being made prisoners : for as he knew of the 
intended expedition of Tipjwo Sultan by means 
of Raza, who had an entire confidence in 
him, he sent off his servant among the Pan- 
daris that Tippoo Sidtan took with him, be- 
cause, having no other intention than that of 
ravaging the country, he could not take a set 
of men more capable of doing it. The bat- 
tle of Tirnmale happened a few days after, 
the arrival of this English enlissary ; and the 
officers of cavalry, with the permission of 
their commandant, who attended his duty as 
general of the artillery, offered to place him 
at their head during the battle. But he re- 
fused, and kept constantly behind Hyder, who 
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seeing him mounted on a horse of one of the 
hussars, as he knew by the harness, caused a 
horse to be presented to him that belongeil to 
pne of the Pandaris that had been slain, which 
was the greatest affront he could shew him. 

When the army marched from Singueman 
to encamp between Caveripatam and Vani- 
ambari, and had passed the Paler about three 
leagues from their new camp, the comman- 
dant remained with the artillery, on account 
of the passage being rendered difficult by the 
rains that had swelled the river. At this time 
Hyder sent to him, on account of a sedition 
among the hussars and dragoons, who refused 
the pay that was offered them as usual, insist- 
ing on being paid in silver rupees instead of 
gold pagodas ; which would have made a 
difference of about five shillings a month in 
their favour. As this difficulty had never 
been made before, the commandant had not 
much trouble in persuading them to receive 
the money that ‘was offered them ; and taking 
occasion of the battle lately lost, in which 
their attack, and still less that of the other 
cavalry, was not supported so well as might 
have been expected, he reproached them for 
raising difficulties about their pay, without 
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shewing any great readiness to deserve il. 
They who seoretly excited tliem to munnur, 
were doubtless eager in urging them to resent 
this affront ; for that very evening they went 
off* in a body, with their regimentals and 
sabres, and repaired with offers of •service to 
the camp of Ram Schander, a Maratta prince, 
who had received into his pay the Europeans 
that Hyder had formerly disgraced and 
cashiered. On the news of their dejrarture, 
the compiandant pursued them at the head of 
a body of grenadier Sepoys. Ram Schander, 
cautious of gir ing offence to Hyder, and pro- 
bably informed that the Europeans we»e pur- 
sued, ordered them to quit his camp. Being 
then totally at a loss what steps to take, they 
waited for the commandant, grounded their 
arms at his command, and suffered themselves 
to be conducted back without resistance. 
They were kept bound and exposed to public 
view for some days ; but at length were rein- 
stated, apparently at the intettession of Hy- 
der ; who did not think it beneath him to 
pretend to .speak in their favour. All this 
may not seem very prudent in Europe ; but 
it is necessary to attend to the situation of 
Hyder and the commandant, Hyder esteemed 
the Europeans perhaps far beyond their value, 
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and the other existed only by their means. 
This sedition was thought to be a kind of 
business that would not be attended with any 
consequences ; more especially as they did 
not know where to direct their steps, or to 
situate themselves better. 

This affair happened some days before the 
capture of Vaniambari ; and every thing 
seemed quiet, when advices came to the 
Nabob from Vellore, and from St. Thomas to 
the commandant, that some treachery was 
carrying on, and a desertion projecting, among 
the Europeans in Hyder’s army. Not being 
able to build any thing upon such general 
advice, and the agents being such as were 
least suspected, the commandant supposed he 
could do nothing better than to assemble all 
the Europeans, and to require an oath on the 
cross and the holy gospels, by which they 
should promise to serve Hyder Ali Khan with 
fidelity ; to advise the prince and the com- 
mandant of every thing they might hear to 
his prejudice; and not to quit his service 
without asking for permission. Before the 
oath was administered, every individual was 
asked whether he had received his pay ; and 
was offered his dismission, if he requested it. 
This precuation was thought sufficient ; and 
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would have been so, if the government of 
Madras had not employed means to prevent 
its' effect. 

The English emissary found an excellent 
coadjutor in the surgeon, the friend of the 
Chevalier de Christ : for this man had a na- 
tural inclination for hazardous undertakings, 
and sought to render himself the subject of 
discourse at any rate. * He offered to under- 
take every thing, on the assurance of being 
appointed surgeon-major in the English ser- 


* To give an unequivocal proof of the character of this 
surgeon, it may be recollected, that in 1776 ther^ appear- 
ed, in the different journals, a letter pretended to be writ- 
ten by a physician in Sweden, which announced that a 
man had been delivered of a child, or was at the point of 
delivery. The singular and ridiculous disputes, on the 
subject of this phasnomenon, are fresh in the memory of 
every one. The true inventor of this tale was no other 
than our surgeon, who in 1766 transmitted from Coimba- 
toor to the Sieur de la G. first counsellor at Pondicherry, 
the history of this monstrous pregnancy ; affirming that 
Hyder had employed him to act the part of midwife in the 
business. To his history were added the anatomy and 
description of the parts, entirely resembling that said to 
be from Sweden ; and as the inventjr is in a double capa- 
city the favourite of Apollo, the god of medicine and 
poesy, he adjoined a poem on the wonders qf nature, rela- 
tive to the prodigy he announced. This history is too well 
known to admit of the least doubt of its truth. 
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vice. But tlie conspirators not succeeding 
with the soldiers, on account of the oath they 
had taken, wrote to Madras ; informing their 
principals that it was necessary they should 
have the co-operation of two Jesuits then in 
Hyder’s camp : and that it would be expedi- 
ent to forward a letter from the governor of 
Pondicheny to those fathers, ordering the 
French to quit Hyder’s service, by passing 
over to the army and through the country of 
the English, who would receive them, and 
suffer them to join their own standard at 
Pondicherry. 

ThaJesuits were in the most absolute state 
of dependance on the English ; and having 
no other existence in India than they were 
pleased to grant, they thought themselves 
obliged to serve them according to the direc- 
tions transmitted to them. They obtained 
passports from Hyder for their domestics pass- 
ing to and from their houses at St. Thomas’s ; 
and by that mfeans became the agents of the 
correspondence of the English with their 
emissaries. They were provided with a ficti- 
tious letter from the governor of Pondicherry, 
who had already written to Hyder in their 
favour, supposing them to be prisoners, though 
they received every kindness, and only waited 
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a favourable opportunity to return. To per- 
form the commission they had from the Eng- 
lish, they privately shewed the Europeans the 
pretended letter, affirming that they were 
forbidden to shew it to the commandant ; but 
that the governor had sent to them to excite 
the Christians to leave the service of a 
Mohumedan prince ; at the same time that, 
as divines, they informed them that their oath 
given to an infidel was null, and ceased to be 
obligatory, by reason of the order of the 
king’s representative. The producing a letter 
of this kind to the soldiers of Hyder cannot 
be denied ; as the fact is notorious, and can 
be proved by many witnesses now in Paris. 
The letter was false, because the governor of 
Pondicherry could have no reason for con- 
cealing it from the commandant : on the con- 
trary, that officer being in possession of letters 
entirely written in the governor’s hand, it 
would have been in his power to have pre- 
vented any suspicion of its foigery, if it could 
have stood that test : and as the governor was 
not ignorant that a counsellor of Pondicherry 
had a correspondence in eyhper with the 
commandant, hy which all dispatches were 
communicated to him, he would certainly 
have informed him of the contents of this 
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letter, which was addressed to all the French 
in Hyder’s army. The Jesuit fathers who 
served the English in this business, as well’ as 
the three Portuguese priests, were sent back 
in company with the English factor, who 
went to Madras with propositions of peace. 

When the Portuguese priests arrived at 
Vellore, and saw the Jesuits give their letters 
to General Smith and the governor of the 
place, they were in the highest astonishment 
to find that those reverend fathers had charg- 
ed themselves with a mission of such a na- 
ture ; and so much the more, as the news 
they brought appeared to be not casual, but 
early and important. The priests never spoke 
of this event without trepidation and fear; 
protesting they were innocent, and totally ig- 
norant of the intrigues and manoeuvres carri- 
ed on against a prince who had loaded them 
with favours. In fact, Hyder had given each 
of them, at parting, the sum of three hundred 
rupees to bear tlleir travelling charges ; a sum 
which is equivalent to thirty guineas ; and if 
he had been so disposed, it was in his power 
to have inflicted 6n them the punishment the 
worthless Jesuits had so well deserved. 

Hyder having retired to Caveripatam, Ge- 
neral Smith took possession of Vaniambari, 
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which had been left without a garrison ; but 
he could no longer follow Hyder, because he 
was obliged to wait for the convoys of ammu- 
nition and stores that had a great distance to 
travel : and the difficulty of collecting a 
sufficient number of oxen for draught and 
carriage was such, that he was under the 
necessity of detaching a part of his army to 
bring forward the convoy. Tlie capture of 
the stores and ammunition laid up at Am- 
bour, was the cause of all these delays in Ge- 
neral Smith s operations. 

The government of Madras, according to 
tlieir promises, formed a 1)ody of light troops, 
composed of cavalry and infantry, under tlie 
name of tlie foreign corps ; of whicli their 
French emissary in tlie camp of Hyder w as 
made commandant, and the Chevalier de 
Christ commissary. To put ,a finish to the 
relation of these detestable proceedings, we 
think it necessary to mention, in this place, 
the fate this new troop expefienced in sjiite 
of the intrigues of the commissary, who em- 
ployed not only subornation but assassination. 
To augment the foreign corpj?, he was always 
reduced to little or nothing ; tliose^ who were 
sent to Pondicherry and elsewdiere to enlist 

z z 
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men, were discovered ; almost all the horse- 
men deserted, and took refuge either at Pon- 
dicherry or with Hyder, who paid them for 
horses they brought, as if they had not stolen 
them from himself The commandant of this 
unfortunate corps was punished, according to 
his deserts, by those very men whom he had 
served at the expence of his honour. An 
English court-martial declared him a coward, 
and unworthy to continue in the service; and 
condemned him to he degraded from his rank, 
and expelled from the army. We have al- 
ready mentioned the fate of the Chevalier 
who first projected this scheme. 

Nizam Ali Khan, who, as we have before 
observed, quitted Hyder, and departed for the 
country of Carpet, was no sooner arrived 
there, than his Divan and worthy minister 
Rocun Daulla jvrote to Mohumed Ali Khan, 
his brother-in-law, to acquaint him that he 
had at length prevailed on Nizam to abandon 
Hyder ; and tllftt if he and the English de- 
sired it, he would repair to Madras, with full 
power to make such a treaty as they might 
wish for or expect. 

The governor and council of Madras has- 
tened to signify their desire of seeing him 
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in their capital : and, in consequence,’ Ro- 
cun Daulla and Ram Schander, a Maratta 
prince, . one of the principal confidants of 
Nizam, repaired with great pomp to Ma- 
dras, where they made a magnificent entry, 
being saluted by the cannon, and tlje English 
troops lining the streets they passed through. 
They were every day entertained with new 
spectacles, and conducted to see the shipping, 
and every thing that was deserving their at- 
tention : but what gave them the most satis- 
faction was, the valuable presents that were 
made them. Nizam had the least share ; the 
presents sent to him were of inconsiderable 
value ; but the deficiency was made up by 
jjromises of vast magnitude : and, on the 
other hand, these gi’eat and magnificent mi- 
nisters signed a treaty, by which Nizam 
confirmed Mohumed Ali in the Nabobship 
of Arcot, and in all the country he pos- 
sessed or might obtain. Nizam Ali like- 
wise ratified the gift to the,J3nglish of the 
four circars or provinces to the north of Ma- 
sulipatam, as well as the gift of that great 
city. 

Two counsellors of Madras afterwards de- 
parted, in quality of ambassadors,’ to Nizam 
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Ali, who sent them back with the greatest 
honours, and loaded with presents for them- 
selves and the governor. Thus it was that 
this Suba, who, twenty years before, held the 
destiny of India in his hands, became a kind 
of beggar Among other powers, and daily lost 
that credit and consideration which gave him 
his superb titles. 

Morarao, a Maratta, possessor of a small 
territory beyond Scirra, joined the Eng- 
lish army, bringing with him about two 
thousand five hundred horse, and three 
thousand foot, the whole in had order ; hut 
the English sought for succours from all 
parts. 

General Smith, perfectly acquainted with 
the nature of the country, and the kind of 
war he was to carry on, endeavoured without 
success to prevail on the council' at Madras to 
accept the offers of peace held out by Hydcr. 
He therefore offered it as his opinion, that it 
would he more advantageous, instead of los- 
ing time in making sieges, to pursue and press 
Hyder’s army as much as possible : and, if 
he could not he .come up with, to besiege 
some place of consequence. He proposed, 
for the object of their efforts. Bangalore, the 
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caj)ital of a fine country. But the govern- 
ment' of Madras, determined to conquer all 
the country on the exterior .side of the grand 
Gates, obliged the general to divide his army 
into two parts, and to give the command of 
one part to Colonel Wood, for the purpose of 
besieging and taking all the small places that 
lie in the vallies, udiile General Smith u as 
employed in keeping Hyder’s army in em- 
ployment. 

General Smith having complied with these 
orders, the project appeared to be attended 
with the greatest success. Colonel Wood 
took a great number of places, and llit^t with 
so much the more facility, as three-lburths of 
them had no other garrison than the militia of 
the country. These conquests wonderfully 
elated the governor and council, who, as the 
crowning stroke of their success, received the 
news that an armament of about eight 
thousand men from Bombay had landed at 
Mangalore, and taken that city ; whose feeble 
garrison, not being assisted by the inhabi- 
tants, had made their escape. 1 lyder’s vessels, 
being then at Goa, were not captured ; but 
three hundred pieces of cannon were found 
in the place, including a quantity ‘of very in- 
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(lifierent iron guns, designed for the shipping, 
and for the most part unserviceable : — but 
this is of no consequence, as the number 'of 
guns is always a great ornament to a relation. 
The commandant of this army wrote word, 
that he intended, as early as possible, ta march 
to Hydcr Nagar, not imagining he should 
find any difficulty in penetrating so far, and 
still farther from indulging a doubt of taking 
it, together with the immense treasures Hyder 
had laid up in the place. 

Tliis important piece of news was announc- 
ed to the people by one bundled and one 
cannoq, fired from Fort St. George ; and the 
relation of the capture of Mangalore was 
spread into all the European settlements, and 
every other part of the country. 

The news of the landing of the English at 
Mangalore had been instantly forwarded to 
Hyder : he was consequently under the ne- 
cessity of hastening to oppose this army, that 
had taken footii>g in the centre of Canara, a 
kingdom lately subjected to him, and which 
he supposing, from its situation, to be out of 
the reach of insult, had not provided with any 
considerable number of troops. 

The troojTs that had been left at Bisnagar, 
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Scirra, and Seringapatam, received orders to 
march immediately for the kingdom of Cana- 
ra‘.. The son of Hyder had the advanced 
guard, at the head of three thousand cavalry ; 
and Hyder himself marched with three thou- 
sand of his best grenadiers, part of bis artillery, 
and about twelve hundred of his cavalry, 
huiving the rest of his army under the com- 
mand of Mughdoom, with injunctions to 
harrass the two English armies for the pur- 
pose of retarding their operations, but to 
hazard nothing. 

General Smith, as soon as he was apprized 
of the departure of Hyder, proposed ag*xin the 
siege of Bangalore. The couhcil, elated 
with the high expectations they had built on 
the news from Mangalore, were for once of 
his o])inion : but as they regarded tlie siege of 
Bangalore as an affair of the greatest impor- 
tance, it was resolved that Colonel Call, chief 
engineer, should have the direction ; and to 
emancipate him from the oitlers to General 
Smith, it was ordered that there should be a 
committee in the army, composed of the 
Nabob Mohumed Ali Khan,'Colonel Call, and 
Mr. Mackis ; the two last being of the coun- 
cil. This committee were, conjointly with 
General Smith, to decide on all the opera- 
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tions ; and in order that such grave person- 
ages might not have the mortification to fail 
in an enterprize of such importance for the 
English nation, it was determined that the 
gi’eatest preparations should he made. In 
consequenoe, they were furnished with sixteen 
mortars of different calibres, thirty-three two- 
and-thirty pounders, fifty cannon, with a 
profusion of powder and hall, and every 
other ammunition : and since all these things 
had a tract of eighty leagues to pass oyer be- 
fore they an’ived at Bangalore, and the orgi- 
nal difficulty of procuring oxen still remain- 
ed, — saveral stations were appointed to be 
waited at till every thing was in sufficient 
forwardness to begin the siege. General 
Smith employed himself in securing a passage 
for the convoys, by the capture of a number of 
fortresses he found in his way. He even suc- 
ceeded in taking one small place by stratagem. 
His scouts had taken an Hurkaru belonging to 
Mughdoora, whcfxiarried a letter, advising the 
commandant of that place, that at the close 
of the night he would receive a reinforcement 
of live hundred Sepoys ; at the same time in- 
forming him, that he was in danger of being 
besieged. General Smith having an Hurkaru, 
who was perfectly acquainted with the court 
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aiid army of Hyder, gave liiiii the charge of 
tills letter of Mughdoom, with orders to carry 
it lo the commandant, and assure liim of the 
arrival of the succours. The letter produced 
its desired effect. At the close of night they 
received a body of English Sepoys, who did 
not fail to take possession of the place. 

Mughdoom being informed of* lliis event 
had his revenge a lew days aftei*, and retook 
the })lace by another stratagem. He caused 
some Indian horsemen to appear on the plain, 
among whom were a number in blue uni- 
Ibrms, like the English dragoons. One of 
them was detached to advise the commaiudaiit 
of the place, in good English, that they A\'cre 
pursued by a large body of Ilj der’s cavalry, 
and that he was sent by the commanding 
otiicer of the detachment, to desii-e the gates 
might be kept ojien for their ly^ception. 'iliis 
man was an English dragoon, who had newly 
deserted with his horse, which prevented any 
suspicion from arising. A latgc body of ca- 
valry appeared, and the pretended English 
detachment came lull speed into the place, 
took possession of one of the gates, and ad- 
mitted the whole troop. The horsemen in 
blue were clothed with the habits ol Hyder s 

A 1 


cannoniers. 
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Colonel Wood besieging great numbers of 
places, according to his instructions, found 
himself very soon in a considerable embarrass- 
ment for want of troops. He accordingly 
wrote to the council at Madras for reinforce- 
ments, observing that his troops were dispers- 
ed in garrisoning the different places he had 
taken ; adding, that, if it was their pleasure 
that he should destroy these places instead of 
garisoning them, it would be necessaiy to 
supply him with a large quantity of powder 
for that purpose. While he was in expecta- 
tion of the answer of the council, he besieged 
Darnmpuri, a place somewhat more considera- 
ble than those he had hitherto attacked. The 
commandant was a brave man, named Pinda 
Khan, highly esteemed by Hyder, and for- 
merly in the service of the French. This 
active commandpr made a vigorous defence, 
and did not hoist the white flag till the breach 
w'as made, and the ditch filled. His deputies 
having waited Un Colonel Wood, he offered 
them no other capitulation than that of sur- 
rendering at discretion. The deputies not 
being authorized to accept such hard terms, 
without consulting the commandant, returned 
to the place ; almost all the garrison being 
then on the rampart and in the breach. 
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When they saw the deputies return, they 
crowded about them, to enquire what success 
th'ey had met with ; and at the same instant 
the English grenadiers leaped out of the 
trench, mounted the breach, followed by the 
Sepoys who had been commanded for the 
assault, and all the garrison, the commandant, 
his son, and every officer, were inhumanly 
massacred ; except twelve European can- 
noniers, who wei’e saved by the English gre- 
nadiers. This assault was made while the 
white flag was on the breach. It is reported 
that Colonel Wood’s army was enraged to 
find no jdunder in all the places the^ had 
taken : for Hyder had commanded all the in- 
habitants of any place in danger of being be- 
sieged, to leave the same with all their effects ; 
and had strictly forbidden the officers and 
soldiers from having any plate or valuable 
property, but only the small quantity of linen 
which is absolutely necessary in India. In 
this order he observed, that* the Europeans 
make war on the Indians only in hopes of 
plunder ; and that it was not .proper to in- 
dulge their avidity. • 

It is not easy to determine why Colonel 
Wood and his officers did not repress the 
cruelty of the soldiers, since they avow'ed that 
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the grenadiers made this attack without their 
orders. 

To revenge the sufferers at Damapiiri, 
Mughdooin afterwards massacred a considera- 
ble body of Sepoys in the plain of Ovilour : 
and as lor* Ilyder, he conceived so violent a 
liatred for Colonel Wood, that he always af- 
terwards endeavoured, in preference, to attack 
his army, and to lay snares for him ; and it is 
probable that the consequences would have 
been very disagreeable to that gentleman, if 
he had unfortunately fallen into the hands of 
Hyder. 

After the capture of Damapuri, Colonel 
Wood joined his army to that of General 
Smith, according to the orders be had receiv- 
ed Irom Madras. That general, after secur- 
ing the passage of his com oys, marched to- 
wards Bangalore^ and took several neighbour- 
ing places : among others were Colar and 
Oscota; and with the intention of making 
this last place tl»e storehouse for the siege, he 
caused it to be fortified. 

On his apju’oach to Oscota, General Smitli 
received a deputetion from the inhabitants of 
Divanelli, who came to offer him a contribu- 
tion. They informed him that the small 
town, and its fortress or castle, were the places 
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that liad the good fortune to see the birth of 
Ilyder Ali Khan ; a circumstance that had 
assured them of the favour of that prince, 
who had bestowed many privileges on tlic 
town and territory. General Smitli replied 
that he should be the lirst in giving the 
exam])le of respecting the birth-place of so 
great a sovereign ; and granted safe-guards as 
well for the town as the territory of Divanelli. 
He refused to accept their contribution, and 
strictly forbade ^yiy individual of‘ his army 
from entering the jdace without his per- 
mission. 

This proceeding augmented the esteem 
Hyder had long conceived for General Smith : 
and on this occasion that sovereign sent two 
superb horses, splendidly caparisoned, and the 
trapping® studded with precious stones, to him, 
as a present he begged him to accept. 

The commander of the army from Bom- 
bay, who supposed, after the capture ol Man- 
galore, that nothing now remahied, as he wrote 
to Madras, but to march to Hyder Nagar, 
found his expectations not a#littlc abated, 
when he was informed tlM he had sixty 
leagues to traverin a country intersected by 
woods, mountains, and rivers, and more espe- 
cially that the approach to Nagar would be 
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attended with the greatest difficulty. He did 
not, however, give up his intention ; hut con- 
tinued his preparations, though very . sloivly. 
His army was then encamped without the 
gates of Mangalore, in the greatest security. 

The son, of Hyder marched from Banga- 
lore with all the ardour of a young man, who 
burns with a desire for glory. He quickly 
arrived in the kingdom of Canara, whose 
people, alarmed, but full of confidence in the 
son of their king, ran befqjre him as to the 
man on whom their safety depended. Ani- 
mated by the acclamations of the people, 
the yauug prince continued his way to Man- 
galore, causing all the troops to follow him 
that he found in his way, and who assembled 
from all parts. His march was so rapid, and 
the fidelity of the Canarins was sach, that 
he came in sight of the English camp before 
they had received any advice. He perceived 
the tumult and fear his sudden appearance 
had made. Witliout waiting for repose after 
his fatiguing march, he advanced, drove back 
the guards, attacked the army, totally routed 
and pursued them to the gates of Mangalore, 
where his cavalry entered pell-mell with the 
fugitives. Three thousand infantry, just come 
up, were astonished to find the English camp 
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abandoned. They plundered the camp and 
the town of every thing they found ; which 
the prince allowed, to punish the inhabitants 
for refusing to assist in the defence oi' the 
city. The route of this English army was so 
great, that very few had time to piake their 
escape on board the ships, to which they 
communicated their fears. Their flight added 
to the ardour of Hyder’s Europeans and 
Sepoys, who immediately embarked and took 
three transports. 

In this manner was the whole English 
army taken, consisting of the general, forty- 
six officers, six hundred and eighty Eiiglish 
troops, and above six thousand Sepoys, toge- 
ther with all their arms and baggage. This 
glorious event for Hyder happened the eighth 
day after the capture of Mangalore. It is 
difficult to conceive how a victory of this 
nature could be gained ; or kow, during the 
space of thirty days, the English general could 
neglect the taking possession.®f some advanc- 
ed posts, which would have given him advice 
of the approach of the enemy. 

Hyder arrived the evening after the vic- 
tory; and his son had nothing to say but, 
with Cfesar, veni, vidi, vici. It is said he wept 
for joy when he embraced his son. Some 
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Portuguese merchants, established for several 
generations at Mangalore, entertained the opi- 
nion, that from the fortunate disenihtnknient 
of the English army, and the great successes 
that the English attributed to General Smith 
and Colonpl Wood, it was probable that the 
English would conquer the greatest part of 
Hj'der’s dominions, or at least remain masters 
of Mangalore. They had therefore the im- 
prudence to treat with the English general, 
and to contract with him for supplying the 
army with provisions. As soon as Hyder was 
informed of this circumstance, he caused these 
mercljiints to appear before him, with the 
chief of the Portuguese I'uctory, and se- 
veral Christian priests belonging to the three 
chmehes at Mangalore. He then demanded 
of the Portuguese chief and the priests, what 
punishment the Christians inflict on those 
who should presume to betray their sovereign, 
by giving assistance to his enemies. The 
Portuguese offio<ir having without hesitation 
answered, that such a crime deserved death ; 
Hyder reidied, “ I do not judge in that man- 
ner, for our laws are milder. Since they have 
made themselves English by engaging to serve 
them, their "property shall be adjudged to be- 
long to Englishmen ; and themselves shall be 
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thrown into prison till I make peace with that 
nation.” Hyder, after this decision, hastened 
to return to the kingdom of Bangalore, taking 
care to leave a strong garrison at Mangalore. 

During Hyder’s expedition and return, Ge- 
neral Smith had sufficient time to receive his 
artillery and ammunition. Moliumed Ali, 
and the other commissioners of the council, 
were likewise arrived with a numerous suite, 
and with a new kind of luxury, unknown till 
then even in the armies of the Indians ; tins, 
however, consisted in nothing else than a 
number of large covered waggons, loaded with 
a provision of all sorts of wines. But after 
all these preparations, it was discovered thtit 
the rice and provisions were in so small a 
quantity, that they could not possibly hold out 
the time the siege might probably last ; while 
Hyder and his troops would not fail to re- 
cover part of the fortresses that were to secure 
the convoys from the country of Arcot. And 
it was, besides, impossible ••to send escorts 
strong enough to defend them against the 
army of Hyder ; General Smith having need 
of all his troops, as well for* the siege, as for 
the defence of Oscota, where his stores were 
deposited, and to keep an open communica- 
tion between the two places. 

B 1 
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Morarao proposed to make the siege of 
Little Ballapore, a strong fortress about ten 
leagues from Bangalore, and three leagues 
from the country of the Patane Nabobs ; as 
he affirmed that, when they were masters of 
Ballapore,- he could obtain, either from his 
own dominions, or from Sanour and the 
neighbouring countries, any quantity of rice 
or sheep that they might desire. This advice 
being approved of by the committee, General 
Smith left Oscota with his army, and every 
necessary for making the siege of Ballapore. 
He left a strong garrison in Oscota, where 
Mohumed Ali Khan, Colonel Call, and Mr. 
Mackis were to remain. 

Hyder, who had followed General Smith, 
and continually harrassed him with his caval- 
ry and sometimes with his artillery, perceived 
that he could pot prevent his opening his 
trenches before Ballapore : he therefore raised 
his camp, and marcheth for Oscota, where he 
arrived a little before day. As soon as dawn 
appeared, he attacked and carried the suburb 
of the place, which was defended by a single 
retrenchment of 'earth, and a ditch the Eng- 
lish had made : he took a considerable num- 
ber of soldiers and Sepoys the English had 
placed in an hospital there : and, desirous of 
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intimidating Mohumed Ali Khan, whose pu- 
sillanimous character he was w ell appi’ized of, 
he. ordered his troops to prepare ladders for 
scaling the ramparts of the place, himself 
animating and giving money to the workmen, 
and promising the highest rewards Ao his army 
if the town should he taken, and Mohumed 
Ali Khan made prisoner. The view of all 
these preparations, and the reports of some 
prisoners who w'ere suffered to escape for that 
purpose., terrified Mohumed Ali Khan in such 
a manner, that, in spite of every thing that 
Colonel Call could urge, it was decided that 
an order should he scut to General Smith, to 
raise the siege of Ballajjore, which was already 
far advanced, an*d come to the relief of Oscota. 
The general, to whom the danger of Oscota 
had been magnified, was obliged to comply 
with this order, though so v^ry prejudicial to 
his operations. Mohumed Ali Khan was en- 
couraged by the return of General Smith ; 
but was determined to run* ho more risk of 
falling into the hands of Hyder, but to return 
without delay to Madras. Colonel Call’s 
colleague was of the same Opinion ; and Ge- 
neral Smith alone not being a committee of 
the council, was obliged to follow them ; and 
that more especially, as nothing less than his 
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whole army was necessary to escort them. 
They were under the necessity, at their de- 
parture, of leaving at Oscota all that immense 
quantity of artillery and ammunition that was 
intended to overthrow Bangalore. 

Hyder gave himself very little trouble to 
retake the number of places that were gar- 
risoned by the English, hut contented himself 
with following their army, and harrassing it ; 
which he did in so vigorous a manner, that 
the terror of Mohumed Ali was not a little 
augmented. 

It was during the time that General Smith 
marched against Ballapore, that Hyder had 
the satisfaction of beholding the return of his 
brother-in-law, Mirza Ali Khan, whose defec- 
tion had so sensibly afflicted him. This 
young man, whether from the natural goodness 
of his heart, ot from the contempt shewn 
him by Madurao, the Maratta general, and the 
other chiefs of that nation, — was continually 
agitated by rem’ctrse for his past conduct ; and 
had long reflected on the means of regaining 
the friendship of his brother-in-law. But 
when he saw hiili abandoned by Nizam, at- 
tacked by General Smith on the side of 
Bangalore, and obliged to hasten with his 
son to defend the centre of his dominions. 
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attacked by another English army ; when he 
reflected that all the misfortunes of his brother - 
in-law, the friend and protector of his youth, 
might with justice be attributed to his ingra- 
titude, his remorse was too keen to admit of 
longer 'deliberation. He made levies of troops, 
quickly placed himself at the head of tw'enty 
thousand men, and traversing the kingdoms 
of Scirra and Mysore, arrived within two 
leagues of Hyder’s camp. Attended by a few 
horsemen, he advanced to the outposts, where 
he announced his name, and requested to speak 
with Mughdoom. Mughdoom, astoni.shed at 
so unexpected a message, hastened ttf meet 
him, “ What has brought you here ?” de- 
manded Mughdoom with an earnest emotion, 
when he saw the young prince. — “ Repen- 
tance,” replied Mirza ; “ I come to repair as 
much as is in my power the injury I have done 
to our brother. I bring a much better army 
than I deprived him of ; and I ofler my head 
to his mercy : bring me to Mm.” It was in 
vain that Mughdoom represented that it would 
be proper to advise Hyder of his arrival. — 
“ No,” exclaimed Mirza ; " bring me to my 
injured brother : I fear no consequences but 
those of not seeing him.” Mughdoom told him 
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to follow him, and they soon arrived at the 
tent of Hyder. The yoinig prince threw 
himself at Hyder’s feet* who raised him, aiid 
embracing him — This is no surprize to me, 
JMirza,” said Hyder; ‘‘ I have long expected 
thee.” The two armies joined ; and every 
one esteemed this return of Mirza as a hap- 
py presage of the return of Ilyders good 
fortune. 

Hyder, after following the army ol‘ General 
Smith as far as Vellore, changed entirely his 
manner of making war. He divided his 
cavalry into three bodies ; of Avhich he himself 
took (^le, and gave the command of the other 
two to M ugh doom and Mirza, his hrothers-iii- 
law : he kept no other troops but his grena- 
diers, his Caleros, and Carnates, which he 
likewise divided into three, between himself 
and his brothers-in-huv, so as to form three 
Hying camps. Tlicse light armies traversed 
the whole country, spreading terror and dis- 
order every whell?, and throwing the council 
and all the English settlements into the 
greatest consternation. This was a subject 
ol’ great jileasantiV and satisfaction to all the 
other Europeans in India, most of whom they 
had insulted in the short period of their pros- 
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perity.* By their quick movements tlie 
tliree • armies seemed to be multiplied; and 
the news of their appearance arriving from all 
l)arts, it was impossible to determine wliich 
way to face ; and General Smitli’s army made 
a number of useless movements, tliAt harrassed 
his troops without finding the enemy. 

The council determining to divide tlieir 
army after the manner of Hyder, a body of 
troops under Colonel Frichman, a Swiss, wlio 
had never yet been engaged in service ngainst 
the Nabob, was entirely cut olf ; he himself, 
as it is said, alone escaping by the swiftness 
of his horse. This colonel was marclmig in 
a plain, suiTounded on three sides with wood: 
his army, at most about four thousand men, 
of which six hundred were Europeans, march- 
ed in a long column, when some horsemen 
appeared at the bottom of the plain. Several 


* They had demanded that the French deserters, who 
had arrived at Pondicherry, should be given up, together 
with the horses they had stolen from Hyder. 

They had threatened tlie government of Tranquebar ; 
and had forced them to give up an emissary they had sent 
to entice away the men of their garrison. 

They had compelled the governor of Paliacate, a Dutch 
fort, to deliver up a Frenchman who had taken refuge in 
that fortress, and had obtained their protection. 
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of the officers represented to the colonel, that 
Hyder’s cavalry was habituated to make sud- 
den attacks at full speed ; and that it would 
be proper to close the column, and approach 
the wood, in order to support themselves 
against it.., The colonel laughed at this ad- 
vice : “ Be easy,” said he, “ you shall see how 
I will serve these Negi’oes.” The number of 
horsemen increasing, and no one daring to 
speak to the colonel, all on a sudden a cloud 
of dust appeared : the colonel then attempted 
to give his orders, but there was no time. 
Three thousand horsemen fell on his little 
anny,.aud every thing was in disorder in an 
instant. The colonel, in the general confusion, 
hastened to fly : he was pursued, and the 
goodness of his horse alone preserved him. 
Mughdoom, enraged at the massacre of Dar- 
mapuri, sufiered his horsemen to act with un- 
restrained fury. Above fifty English officers 
were slain, or made prisoners. Captain 

R ,* who Imd surrendered Vaniambari, 

and had engaged not to serve for a year, was 
taken. It was more than ten months that he 
had signed the capitulation. He was, as it 


A colonel of Sepoys ranks as captain of Europeans. 
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were, compelled bj the governor of Madras 
to go with his garrison of Sepoys to garrison in 
Madura, and was on his march with Colonel 
Frichman. Mughdoom Ally Khan, on whorn 
these reasons made no impres.sion, having found 
him marching in the body of the army, caused 
him to be hung on a tree, after having refused 
the other officers the permission to ask his life 
of Flyder. All these events happened in 
1768. 

In 1709, Hyder, on his .side, being employed 
following Colonel Wood, who commanded 
a body of eight thousand men, and in be- 
ing very near Thiagar, succeeded iir falling 
upon his rear-guard, and forced him to retire 
into a wood. This colonel was then endea- 
vouring to throw a garrison into a place 
named Elvanisore. The commandant he had 
nominated was the captain who stood first in 
the order of seniority; a brave man, but 
subject to the vice of drinking to such an 
excess, as often to render Min incapable of 
giving any orders : however, not to disgrace 
him, and with the persuasion that Hyder 
would never undertake thb siege. Colonel 
Wood suffered him to possess the charge. It 
so happened, notwithstanding, that the Prince 
came before the place with some cavalry, 

c 1 



394 


THE HISTORY OF 


grenadiers, and cannon, without eitlier the 
means or the intention of making a 
siege. Tlic cajrtain commandant, absolute- 
ly intoxicated, mounted his horse, caused 
the gate to be ojjened, and rode directly 
towards Ilyder’s troops, demanding to see 
his highness the Prince. Being conducted to 
the prince, he represented to him that he n as 
governor of the place, and regarded it as an 
honour to he besieged by so great a sovereign ; 
that he hoped to deserve his applause by 
making a brave defence ; hut that he and his 
garrison having neither wine nor arrack, he 
had ctjine, in reliance on his great reputation, 
to beg he would either give or sell them a 
provision of both that they might be enabled 
by their brave defence to give him a new 
occasion of acquiring glory. Hyder, suppos- 
ing him to he insane, and not believing him 
to he the governor of the place, jwomised 
to supply him with wine, presenting him 
with vaiious softs to taste ; so that the cap- 
tain in a short time was under the necessity 
of being carried to bed. While he slept off' 
his wine, he wak shewm to several people of 
the town, and they all knew him. On his 
waking he was informed, that, as he had 
entered their camp as a spy, it was a decided 
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tiling that he slioultl be haugecl ; but that, if 
he was really governor of the place, he might 
give an order to surrender it to Ilyder, it 
being left to his choice, either to give the 
order or to be hanged. The 2)oor man obeyed, 
and signed the order ; and, wl^at is still 
more extraordinaiy, the commanding officer 
under him obeyed the order, and opened the 
gates. In this manner Hyder took a 2dace, 
with a regiment of Sepoys, by the ignorance 
of him who obeyed the order, by the drunken- 
ness of him who gave it, and still more by 
the imprudence of Colonel Wood. During 
the time these affair-s were transacting, the 
son of Hyder and Mirza Fesoulia Khan, under 
whose command the greatest p^irt of the 
infantry and artillery were, busied themselves 
in retaking those 2>lRces the English had 
garrisoned ; and in fact they retook them all, 
except Oscota, in which were a strong gar- 
rison, and a fine train of artillery, that Hyder 
hoped to obtain by a treaty of peace. 

While the ravages, the success, and the 
rapid movements of the Nabob held the 
governor and council in perplexity, a vessel 
arrived from England with Mr. Dupre, ancient 
counseller of Madras, and esteembd a man of 
great sense and understanding. He was sent 
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out to take the government of that place on 
the first of January 1770, and arrived early 
in March 1769. He had orders for the 
governor and council of Madras to make 
peace on any terms. 

The Company were weary of attending to 
the flattering hopes of conquests that were 
promised in the letters from Madras. Instead 
of the diamonds and treasures of Hyder, they 
saw nothing arrive from Madras hut hills of 
exchange, drawn on them by the government 
of that place : they therefore thought it their 
interest to make peace with Hyder at any 
price/* if for no other reason than to prevent 
the fall of their stock. But it is the great 
defect of all companies, that even their most 
essential deliberations cannot be kept secret. 
'Hie resolution that any power takes to solicit 
peace, ought above all things to be concealed ; 
and the axiom. Si vis pacem, para helium, 
deserves the utmost attention. The Com- 
pany’s envoy signified and declared, that a 
messenger must be dispatched to Hyder to 
request peace. The person charged with this 
mission received for answer, “ 1 am coming to 
the gates of Madras, and I will there listen to 
the propositions the governor and council may 
have to make.” This answer was taken for a 
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declaration, that the Prince was determined 
to besiege the town. Preparations were con- 
sequently made, and orders given to the two 
armies to unite and encamp near Madras. 

Hyder Ali Khan continuing his movements, 
came hear Pondicheny and Godelour, and 
advanced as far as Collentz, seven leagues 
from Madras on the Pondicherry road. The 
English army prepared to defend the passage 
of the river of St. Thomas, when Ilyder 
suddenly disa 2 )peared, and while all the world 
was at a loss to determine where he was, he 
all at once shewed himself at the gates of 
Madras on the Paliacat side, and dispatdied a 
flag of truce to demand what propositions 
they had to make. The whole town was in- 
stantly in an alarm, the English army being a 
league and lialf on the other side. The 
council deputed Messrs. Dupre and Boschier, 
the one appointed governor for the year 1770, 
and the other brother to the then governor. 
They were received with great politeness. A 
suspension of arms was agreed on fof the 
environs of Madras only. Hyder jiromised 
to establish his quarters On St. Thomas’s 
mount; and on the 15th of Aju'il 1769, two 
treaties were signed to the following effect : 

In the first, which is in the name of the 
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king of England, it is agreed, that there shall 
be peace and friendship between George III. 
king of Great Britain, &c. and Hydfer Ali 
Khan, Bahadoor, Siiba of Scirra, &c. and their 
respective subjects ; that all the prisoners shall 
be given up on both sides ; and that there 
shall be an absolute liberty of commerce be- 
tween the subjects, and in all the dominions 
of the two sovereigns, in the same manner as 
before the commencement of hostilities. 

The second treaty between Hyder and 
Mohumed Ali implied, first, that Mohumed 
Ali should immediately evacuate the town 
and "fortress of Oscota, which should re- 
main in the same state as at the signing of 
the treaty ; that all the artillery, arms, and 
ammunition whatsoever should be delivered 
to Hyder ;* and the garrison should retire 
into the country of Arcot by the shortest 
road. Secondly, that Mohumed Ali should 
annually pay a tribute of six lacks of ru- 
pees, of which 'the first year’s revenue should 
be paid down. Thirdly, that all the families 
of the princes, and other persons of distinc- 
• 

* The state of the artillery and ammunition has been 
given in a former page. It may here be added, that six 
thousand firelocks were also found in the place. 
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tion, formerly established in the country of 
Arcot; and then prisoners, should he set at 
large, and be at liberty to reside where they 
pleased. 

Tlie other articles of this treaty are not 
interesting. • 

The English Company engaged themselves 
for the performance of this, and promised to 
present Hyder Ali Khan with a fifty-gun 
ship, * instead of that which had been seized 
at Bombay, and was become unfit for service. 
The Company likewise engaged to supply 
Hyder with twelve hundred Europeans to 
serve in his army as often as he should de- 
mand it. An engagement of the same nature 
was already subsisting between the Company 
and Nizam Danila, Siiba of Decan. 

The council of Madras made the most 
superb presents to Hyder ; and that prince, in 
return, presented them with much more valu- 
able effects, both in gold and silver. The 
two treaties were made to sdve the lionour of 
the king and English nation ; and conse- 
quently the first treaty only was made public 
— 1 

* This ship was given in 1772 or 1773. It is said that 
it was a new thip, finely painted and g41t, with all its 
cannon of brass; but that it was built in such a manner, 
as to be unfit for any use but parade in a harbour. 
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bj authority. But as there is always an op- 
position wherever there is an English govern- 
ment, the second treaty was soon made public 
in England and elsewhere ; with such annota- 
tions as the interests or opinions of individuals 
might lead.them to make. 

Colonel Call, the principal author of the 
last war, was one of those who most formally 
opposed the present treaty. General Smith, 
who had given his opinion for peace when- 
ever Hyder proposed it, being persuaded that 
it might be concluded on with credit to his 
country, was, however, against the present 
peace? He urged, that it was out of the 
power of Hyder to do any future injury to 
the English, since it was in his power to pre- 
vent that Nabob from undertaking any siege . 
and he added, that there w^as no doubt but 
Hyder would bg the first to give up a war he 
could not continue with any advantage ; more 
especially as his truce with the Marattas ex- 
pired at the emt'uf the current year ; and the 
prince was too intelligent not to be desirous 
of finishing the present war before he engaged 
in another. So that by holding out a short 
time longer, and refusing his propositions 
with the same haughtiness as they were made 
with, he would be forced to recur to those he 
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had made after the siege of Ambour. To all 
these (reasons he joined, that, in signing a 
shameful treaty with Hyder, they would dis- 
honour the English name, that had never yet 
received a blemish in any of their wars with 
the Indians. , 

We shall finish the history of this war by 
describing a print, that shews, with consider- 
able accuracy, the different sentiments of those 
who were then at the head of the Madras 
government. 

There was fixed to the gate of Fort St, 
George, called the Royal Gate, a design, in 
which was seen Hyder Ali K^an seated under 
a canopy, upon a pile of cannon ; Mr. Dupre 
and the other ambassador being on their 
knees before him. Hyder held in his right 
hand the nose* of Mr. Dupre, drawn in 
the form of an elephant’s tfunk, which he 
shook for the purpose of making him vomit 
guineas and pagodas, that were seen issuing 
from the mouth of this plerfipotentiary. In 
the back ground appeared Fort St. George; 
and on one of the bastions, the governor 


* This gentleman is dignified with the nose of an 
enormous magnitude. 


D 1 
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and council were drawn on their knees, 
holding out their hands to the Nabok On 
one side of the council, was a large mastiff’ 
growling at Hyder, the letters J. C. (for John 
Call) being marked on his collar ; and behind 
the mastiff stood a little French dog, busily 
employed licking his posteriors. This last 
animal was adorned with a star, such as the 
Chevalier de Christ, Colonel Call’s confidant, 
wore. At a distance were seen the English 
camp, and General Smith holding the treaty 
of peace in his hand, and breaking his sword. 

By this peace, Hyder Ali Khan Bahadoor 
glorittusly finished a war, which all India 
supposed would terminate in his ruin. 

When Hyder quitted Madras, he march- 
ed by the way of Oscota and Bangalore, to 
dispose of all the artillery and ammunition 
which the garrison of the former place were 
commanded to deliver to him. After taking 
possession of the whole, he dispersed his 
troops into good quarters, that they might 
refresh themselves, and be of good service to 
him in the approaching war with the Marat- 
tas, which he knew to be inevitable. 

The Marattas suppose they have a legiti- 
mate right 'to one-fifth part of the revenue of 
certain parts of Hindostan, by virtue of a gift 
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made them by Aiimngzebe. Hyder, as we 
liave ^already observed,* does not acknow- 
ledge’ this claim. He gives money to the 
Marattas when the necessity of his affairs 
does not permit him to refuse it; but he 
never makes any other treaty with .them than 
a truce ^br three years, not chusing to own 
the legitimacy of their demand ; and tlie 
Marattas themselves are better satisfied with 
this mode of adjustment, than to continue 
the wax at the risk of being forced to 
abandon their claim. 

Madurao, who was not then arrived at his 
two-and-twentieth year, and already possessed 
all the qualities that form the hero, was far 
from wishing to consent to any thing that 
could prejudice the honour and interests of 
his nation. He burned with the desire of 
opposing himself alone agaipst Hyder. Tn 
consequence of the different sentiments of 
the two warriors, the greatest preparations 
were made on both sides ; and tlie Marattas, 
as usual, came into the field in November, 
and approached Scirra in the month of 
December. They found Hyder Ali Khan 


* See page 189, 
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encamped near that city ; and in spite of all 
the ardour and courage of Madurao, th^ posi- 
tion of the Prince appeared so respectable 
that he durst not attack him. But the Ma- 
rattas being in possession of Maggheri and 
Mark Scirra, places acquired by the defection 
of Mirza, had the facility to spread them- 
selves in the plain of Mysore. Hyder was 
obliged to follow them, and to encamp on the 
island of Seringapatam, which he had newly 
fortified, and put under the command of Min* 
Fesoulla Khan, with a good body of infantry. 
As he returned from Scirra by Bisnagar, and 
kept near the mountains that cover the king- 
dom of Canara, he covered that kingdom, and 
could not be surrounded in his march to 
Seringapatam, though the Marattas harrassed 
him continually. 

Very early in the year 1770, Hyder arrived 
in the island, and was in perfect security from 
the Marattas. He suffered them to traverse 
the country, which he had not laid waste as 
he did when their nation had joined the 
English and Nizam Ali. He had no ap- 
prehension that the Marattas would employ 
themselves in sieges like the English ; and he 
relied on the generosity of Madurao, whom 
he knew to be incapable of destroying for the 
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sole pleasure of doing mischief ; that general 
suffering his troops only to forage, and plunder 
the flat country, according to their custom. 

The Maratta army was composed of two 
hundred thousand men, of which above one 
hundred thousand were cavalry. Against such 
an army Hyder risked much if he lost a bat- 
tle, and could gain little by destroying a part 
of them. The Nabob therefore continued in 
his camp, notwithstanding many feints and 
temptations that were held out to him by the 
Maratta general. At length this young war- 
rior jne tended to retire, and take the road to 
the kingdom of Bangalore. * Hyder thought 
he might with advantage follow the enemy in 
a country that was very favourable to his in- 
fantry, who were much superior to those of 
Madurao. He had already marched nine 
leagues, and hoped that very evening to gain 
a covered country, where it would be in his 
power to gain advantageous positions, as well 
for the purpose of haiTassing 4he Marattas in 
his turn, as for the easy subsistence of his 
army. But the Marattas having briskly re- 
turned, obliged him to encamp in a place, 
where indeed he was in no danger of being 
attacked, but where the enemy Entirely in- 
vested him, and cut off his communication 
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and means of subsistence from all sides ;• so 
tliat he was obliged to quit liis cam}i^ and 
retire towards Seringapatam. The Marafta 
army appeared to direct their care and atten- 
tion to prevent him from following the road 
to the king^lom of Bangalore and the iieigli- 
l>ouring mountains, while they left the road 
to Seringapatam free. Hyder chusing the 
night, as the most favourable to his infantry, 
deposited the greatest part of his artillery and 
baggage in a fortress, against which. he had 
pitched his camp and at about eleven at 
night he began his march in a square battalion. 
His infantry was formed into two columns, 
and his cavalry at the head and rear closed 
the square, in the centre of whicli was the 
baggage, and the artillery at each end. Tliis 
order of marching did not admit of mucli 
expedition ; but he had already advanced more 
than three leagues by four in the morning, 
when it appeared that they were not pursued, 
and that probably the Maratta army was 


* The Author of the present History was in India at 
the time of this event ; but was not a witness of this 
stratagem of the Marattas. He gives the recital as he 
had it from an officer of distinction in Hyder’s army on 
the foot. 
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imapprized of their inarch. There were not 
then more than two leagues to he traversed, 
before they would anive at a camp where 
they might safely remain till night ; and one 
single night w^ould have been sufficient to 
have brought them to Seringapatam. Every 
one supposed that nothing was to be feared, 
when a numerous corps of cavalry, consisting 
of about twelve thousand horse, appeared 
drawn up in order of battle, not behind them 
as expected, but in front to oppose their 
march. Hyder ordered the march to be 
continued, making use of the artillery only to 
oblige the enemy’s cavalry to give w'ay. • The 
cannonade apjieared to succeed, and the army 
marched forward, though slowly; when at 
day-break the whole Maratta cavalry appeared, 
and in a short time surrounded Ilyder’s army. 
The enemy made several changes, which were 
well sustained and repulsed ; but Mirza, who 
commanded the cavalry in the van, sudered 
himself to be hurried away b'y his eagerness 
to follow the enemy he had repulsed, fie 
quickly attempted to return, for fear of leaving 
the infantry without defence; but the cavalry 
he pursued were close at his heels, and enter- 
ed the battalion with him. In * an instant 
every thing is in the greatest disorder; the 
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army is beaten and dispersed; Hyder Ali 
Khan is himself wounded, and many of his 
friends slain, and among others Ali Jami 
Khan, Nabob of Vendevachi. Almost all the 
troops threw down their arms. A single 
battalion of grenadier Topasses formed them- 
selves into a close column, and made way by 
their fire to an eminence, where their com- 
mander* died of his wounds. This battalion 
was led to Seringapatam by a young officer, 
who was wounded in the shoulder, and was 
the only surviving officer of the corps. 

Hyder, after running the greatest risks, 
arrived at his camp with the entire loss of his 
army, artillery, baggage, ammunition, and 
colours. As it is not customary in India to 
make prisoners of common soldiers, or even 
subaltern officers, the greatest part returned 
to him, though .without horses or arms ; but, 
by means of his resources, Hyder established 


* He was a native of Westphalia, who had acquired 
almost all the languages of India. The Author of this 
History took him into his service as an interpreter. He 
was afterwards made<captain of grenadier Topasses, at 
the formation of that body of troops. He died gloriously 

at the head of his battalion. His name was Len6. 

The young officer is a Maltese ; his name is Mammou. 
The Author introduced him to Hyder Ally Khan Bahadoor. 
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.his amiy, in a short time, in a better state 
than before. It will scarcely be credited that 
he purchased again of the Marattas them- 
selves the greatest part of the arms and horses 
they had taken from him : but this arises from 
the nature of their government,* which is 
purely feudal, every man having a right to 
dispose of his share of the plunder as he 
thinks proper. 

Madurao, however, embraced this occasion 
to begin the formation of a body of Sepoys, 
with the musquets that fell to his share after 
the defeat of Hyder’s aimy. , 

Many French officers lately anived were 
present at this battle, simply as volunteers : 
they were almost all wounded, and one was 
killed. M. Hughel, who had formerly served 
Ryder as commander of the Trench cavalry 
from Pondicherry, was wounded, and after- 
wards died at Tranquebar in consequence of 
his wounds. 

There were likewise several English officers 
present; and among them Colonel Stewart, 
who arrested Lord Pigot, and who was report- 
ed to have been slain in the present war, in 
the first battle between Ryder and General 
Coote. 

After this battle Ryder kept constantly- 

E 1 
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within his camp at Seringapatam ; and the. 
greater nnmher of the Maratta chiefs having 
left the army, on account of their six month’s 
service being expired, Madurao renewed the 
truce witli flyder, who was obliged to open 
his purse upon the occasion, though he had 
promised himself the contrary. 'I’his truce 
was made in July 1771 ; but it was for no 
more than a year. 

Mirza Ali Khan, who, as we have observed, 
wns the cause of the loss of this battle, was 
taken prisoner, and conducted to Madnrao, 
who addressed him thus : “ Since you have 
made war upon us with the power we have 
given you, we should act properly if we were 
to take every thing from you, and coniine 
you for life ; yet, however, if you will swear 
never to hear arms against the Marattas, 1 
will I'estorc youf dominions and your liberty.” 
Mirza took the oath without hesitation ; and 
Madurao having set him at liberty, he depart- 
ed to liis small estate, where, he made an 
absolute donation of all his property, domi- 
nions, and troops to his brother-in-law, Hyder; 
and a few days after became a Fakir, which 
in Persian, signifies a mendicant, a man who 
voluntarily embraces poverty. — This class o( 
men make no vows, in which resj)ect they 
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.differ from monks, who cannot quit their 
state ; ’ neither do they, like them, live in 
communities. He wrote to his brother-in-law 
the reasons that induced him to take tliis resq- 
hition, infonning him that he saw no other 
means of preserving what he had Consecrated 
to his service ; and assuring him that if cir- 
cumstances should in future point out occa- 
sions for him to he useful, lie should always 
be ready, however dangerous the service. 
And, in fact, when Hyder is at war with any 
other enemies than the Marattas, Mirza takes 
arms and i'ollows the camp, ,as he does in the 
present war against the English. 

Hyder employed this short time in produc- 
ing divisions among the Marattas ; and from 
thence arose the catastrophe that dej^rived 
young Madurao of life, to the extreme grief 
of Hyder. * 

Ragiiba, uncle of Madurao, having per- 
formed the functions of general during the 
minority of his nephew, bclicld himself, not 
without great pain, reduced to the state of an 
individual, after he had secured the dignity 
that devolved of course to Ins nejdiew. Du- 
ring his regency he had filled all, India with 
his fame, and obliged the emperor of the 
Mogols to fly from Dehli, his capital, which 
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he had destroyed and plundered in such a 
manner as perhaps never to recover its form^er 
splendour ; while the emperor himself, by that 
event, became reduced to a mere phantom, 
possessing no more than the shadow of the 
power, the' riches, and the grandeur of the 
ancient emperors. 

Madurao, young, ambitious, and elated 
with his increasing reputation, disdained to 
listen to the counsels of his uncle Raguba 
and the other chiefs of his party, which in- 
duced the old general to contrive plots for his 
destruction. Madurao having determined to 
carry the war into the environs of Dehli, and 
on the Ganges, found much opposition in the 
national council: his opinion however pre- 
vailed, and he marched with a powerful ai-my 
at the end of November 1772, leaving a con- 
siderable force in the hands of a Maratta 
general, named Goupalrao, to carry on the 
war with Hyder Ali Khan. The army of this 
general was not at all comparable to that of 
Madurao when he made war in Mysore ; he 
therefore suffered Hyder to recover Mark 
Scirra and Maggheri, which produced a sus- 
picion that, he was either intimidated by the 
arms, or gained by the bribes, of that potentate. 

Madurao did not meet with all the success 
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in thenortli of Hindostantliat lie had expected, 
and marched his army back into the Maratta 
country. During his march there were many 
seditions among his troops, most probably in 
consequence of a plot contrived against the 
young prince : he was found assifssinated in 
his tent in the year 1773, before his arrival at 
Poni, the usual residence of the general of 
the Marattas. As he left only one son, an 
infant, his uncle Raguba assumed the regency 
by his own proper authority. The cruel and 
unexpected death of the young Madurao, 
Avho was beloved by his soldiers, gave rise to 
suspicions among the principal chiefs’ that 
Raguba was either the author or accomplice 
of the assassination of his nephew. A con- 
spiracy almost universal being formed against 
him, he attempted to collect and form an army 
of the troops in which he could place most 
confidence; but he had scarcely began his 
march against his enemies, when the greatest 
part of his soldiers left him. Perceiving 
himself abandoned, he had only time to take 
refuge among the English at Bombay, who 
received him with open arms, and promised 
him assistance. In return for thii} support, he 
thought proper to make a treaty, by which 
he granted very advantageous concessions to 
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the English nation ; and among others, never 
to demand the fifth jiart of the revenue of 
all the lands the English might possess • in 
Hindostan. 

On the news of this ti'eaty being forwarded 
to the govel’nment at Bengal, General God- 
dard was dispatched from the banks of the 
Ganges with an army of eight thousand men, 
twelve hundred being Europeans. With 
this force he crossed the peninsula, marching 
about six hundred leagues, in spite of -all the 
petty princes whose dominions he traversed, 
and at length arrived at tlie banks of the 
Sindi'or Indus. He found that the Marattas, 
after having surrounded the Bombay forces, 
commanded by tlie governor of that island, 
had forced him to capitulate ; and that the 
governor had promised to abandon Raguba, 
to interfere no more in the affairs of the Ma- 
ratta nation, and had annulled the treaty 
made with the fugitive general. This last 
event happened in 1774. 

General Goddard, without waiting for any 
orders, declared the capitulation, as well as 
the consequent treaty signed by the governor 
of Bombay,. to be null and void. Thus the 
war commenced again ; and this general, w'ho 
if he had belonged to any other power would 
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have been criminated, had the good fortune 
to see his audacity crowned by many victo- 
ries, which liowever finished by obliging him 
to act only on the defensive, his successes 
even destroying his army, and the Marattas 
seeming to multijdy in consequence of their 
defeats ; because they were defending their 
own homes, and their country is exceeding 
jwi^nlons. 

Hyder, who, as we have before observed, 
had fomented the troubles that agitated the 
Maratta nation, took, at the beginning, the 
part of Raguba (v\'hich assuredly he \vould 
not have done, if he had had only that War to 
support). In con.sequence of this proceeding, 
after the defeat of the regent and the Bombay 
army, several Maratta chiefs, who snpjjorted 
the party of Raguba, and among them Gou- 
palrao, were forced to throw themselves into 
his protection. lie furnished tliem with 
troops, and taking advantage of the distraction 
of tiie Maratta nation, in cfthsequence of the 
victories of General Goddard, he took a num- 
ber of their strong places, which now form 
a second barrier beyond ScfiTa, Maggheri, and 
Mark, Scirra. Though the greatest number 
of these places are of great strength, and 
advantageously posted, yet the most part were 
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taken by simple blockade ; which occasioned 
Hyder to employ several years in this war. 
He did not think proper to take more vigorous 
measures, for fear of obliging the Maratta 
nation to accommodate their difference with 
the English ; which, however, was a very 
difficult thing to be brought about, on account 
of the horror and aversion that people had 
conceived against Raguba. 

In the year 1775, Hyder, profiting by the 
employment the English gave the Marattas 
in the defence of their own possessions, em- 
braced the opportunity of sending a small 
army,' under Cina Serrao, a Maratta lord, who 
had served him from his infancy, to punish 
the Samorin, and other princes of the Mala- 
bar coast. This prince refused to pay the 
tribute he had consented to give, when Hy- 
der, in 1767, restored his dominions. The 
Samorin, fearing the anger of the Hyder, 
thought to secure himself by offering to be- 
come a vassal tb'the crown of France. Tlie 
commandant of Mahe accepted the gift of the 
Samoi’in, and came with a few troops to take 
possession of the 'fortress of Calicut, where 
he hoisted the French standard. This was a 
most imprudent and inconsiderate step, for 
many reasons. 
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First, the commandant of^ahe had not 
forces sufficient to sustain the consequences 
of this act; the number of troops on the 
Mahe establishment being insufficient. 

Secondly, he ought not to have made an 
agreement in the name of the French king, 
without first being authorized by the com- 
mandant general of the French establishments 
in India. 

Thirdly, he could not but know that Hyder 
Ali Khan was reputed the natural ally of 
France ; and that the Prince had claims on 
the whole country of the Nayres, by an 
authentic treaty, concluded by the mediation 
of his predecessor at Mahe. 

Cina Serrao, Hyder’s general, paid all the 
respect to the French colours which his posi- 
tive orders to take possession of Calicut per- 
mitted him to shew. But Ije gave advice to 
his master of all that had passed ; and the lat- 
ter having w'ritten to the commandant-general 
at Pondicherry, the commandant at Mahe 
was recalled, and Hyder’s troops took pos- 
ses.sion of Calicut, wdiich, as well as the rest 
of the Malabar coast, has e^er since remained 
under the power of that prince. 

Hyder being informed, in the month of Au- 
gust 1778, that hostilities had commenced 

F I 
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between Engflktd and France, made a truce- 
of six years with the Marattas, by which they 
suffered him to retain all his conquests. The 
time required for the conclusion of this treaty, 
and the great distance between the Maratta 
frontier and the Nabobship of Arcot, did not 
permit Hyder to arrive in time to prevent 
the capture of Pondicherry, which surren- 
dered in the month of October. The Prince 
not having arrived on the frontiers before the 
month of November, laid siege to Chiteldroug, 
whose lord being a vassal of Mysore, was 
encouraged by the promise of support from 
the English to refuse obedience to the 
orders of Hyder. This place surrendered 
at the beginning of January 1779. During 
the siege, Hyder announced to all India 
the project he had formed of attacking the 
English. His principal invitation was to 
induce Nizam Danila to attack them to the 
north of Masulipatam, in order to recover 
the four provinces they had extorted from 
him. The Suba promised to make the attack 
that was proposed to him ; but, whether from 
timidity or the intrigues of the English, he 
did not keep his promise, but calmly suffered 
Hyder to bear all the dangers of the war, and 
to enjoy, without the participation of any 



HYDER ALI KHAJf. 


419 


other sovereign, the glory of being the libera- 
tor of- India. 

We can give no details of the operations 
of Hyder in the present war, having no other 
materials than the relations of the English ; 
and on these we can place no depeadance, be- 
cause they are fabricated in India to deceive 
the English government, and afterwards ar- 
ranged in Europe according to circumstances, 
and the necessity of imposing on the people. 
So that the only thing that bears the appear- 
ance of truth, is a letter from General Coote, 
in which we see that Hyder is master of the 
Company ; that in November, 1 781, he blockad- 
ed four places at once ; that General Coote 
marched with his army from Madras to supply 
those places with provisions, without accom- 
plishing his purpose as e/lectually as the 
neces'sity of the case demandod; that the diffi- 
culty of subsisting liis army obliged him to 
bring it back into the environs of Madras; 
that in his marches his troop^ had always been 
harrassed by the cavalry a^ artillery of 
Hyder ; that he had fought four obstinate 
battles with Hyder, and gained the field, 
without speaking of his having taken either 
prisoners, colours, or standards : to all which 
he adds, that he sends Colonel Crawford, who 
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will explain the true state of affairs. It mity 
be concluded from this letter, that the Eng- 
lish are engaged in a most ruinous war, and 
that, with the assistance of the French, it 
may he hoped this prince will succeed in tak- 
ing possession of the whole Nabohship of Ar- 
cot, to which his son has so just a title. 

The direct news from Hyder’s army gives 
an account of the capture of Chiteldroug, and 
the particulars of a council held before they 
entered the country of Arcot. It was deli- 
berated whether he should attack the English, 
or wait till the landing of the French forces. 
The latter it seems was the general opinion, 
and even that of the European officers ; but 
his son Tippoo Sultan was of the contrary opi- 
nion, and remonstrated that the Prince had 
threatened so much to attack the English, that 
his reputation nece.ssarily required him to pro- 
ceed. Tippoo Sultan spoke with so much spirit 
and animation, that he was joined by the whole 
council. It was this young prince who de- 
cided the battle*that was attended with the 
deaths of the Colonels Baillie and Fletcher 
by taking advantage of the disorder the 
English army was thrown into by the blowing 
up of their ammunition waggons, to fall on 
them with his cavalry. The total defeat of a 
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detachment commanded by Colonel Brawlie is 
likewise an exploit of Tippoo Sultan ; who 
having began, like Ale.xander, to gain battles 
at the age of eighteen, continues to maixh in 
the steps of that Grecian hero, whom he may 
one day resemble as well by the hefoism of his 
actions as by the multiidicity of his conquests. 
As to Hyder, wx may compare him to Philip 
of Macedon, who formed the troops that pro- 
cured the numerous victories of his son, and 
subdued the Greeks his neighbours, who were 
the enemies that were the most difficult to 


conquer. 



GENEALOGICAL MEMORIAL* 

OF THE ANCESTORS OF 

HYDER SHAH, 

ALIAS 

HYDER ALT KHAN BAHADUR. 


The illustrious Husun son of Yahya, who 
was one of the heads of the noble family of 
Korish, combined in his person bodily grace 
with mental accomplishments, obtained a com- 
mission from the sublime porte, as shureef 
of Mecca and Medina, in his 35th year. He 
had two sons, Mohummud and Ulee, the latter 
of whom died while only ten years of age, 
the former howeveir^ruled to maturity and left 
a son named Uhmud, at the time of his death, 
which occurred in 874 A. H. The old Husun 
did not long surviye his beloved son, but 


• This Genealogical Memorial was translated from the 
Persian Book entitled Carnamah Hydery. 
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soon followed him to the gi’ave, the next year 
on the 15th Rumzaun 875, A. H. The grand 
Seignior received the melancholy intelligence 
of his demise with regret and authori?ed 
Davood Pasha to appoint some one to the 
important post of shureef. The* Pasha con- 
sidering Uhmud son of Mohummud too 
young, though he was 15, elected Syud 1 Jbdool 
Mulik, a clever and respectable gentleman as 
shureef of Meca — ^Tliis so grieved Uhmud 
that he took his departure for Yumun (Arabia 
Felix) and after a short stay at Aden, which 
lay in his way, arrived a^ Sunaa, where he 
had an interview with the governor 'of the 
place, and placed his services at his dis- 
posal. The chief was no sooner informed of 
his great respectablity and superior talents, 
than he gave him his daughter in marriage 
and put the reins of Government in his hands, 
which he held with uninterrupted peace for 
twenty years ; when his father-in-law fell 
dangerously- sick, he called a council of the 
nobility and in their presence intrusted the 
education of his child then 5 years of age, to 
his care, and conjured hirn to treat the boy as 
his own, and govern the country with justice. 
The old man having expired thirteen years 
more elapsed in tranquillity, when a hypocrite 
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name Solim reviled him in the presence of 
his younger brother-in-law, excited hatred be- 
tween the two parties and conspired against his 
life, binding himself l)y strong oaths to assassi- 
nate him, and put the youth on the Musnud, 
provided he would secure the post of Comman- 
der-in-chief for him. From that day forward 
Solim began secretly to ingratiate himself with 
the soldiery, and at the same time professed 
the greatest attachment to Uhmud, but waited 
impatiently to carry on his fatal wicked design, 
intp execution as soon as a lit opportunity 
would offer. After one year’s uneasiness how- 
ever a day was fix'ed for the inhuman deed, 
when the assassin aimed himself wdth a poi- 
soned dagger, and went to Uhmud with the 
pretence of paying his respects to him, imme- 
diately on his arrival there, he gave him a 
mortal wound, returned with joy to the young 
chief and advised him to have the deceased’s 
son also murdered, so as not to leave any im- 
pediment in hisf»way. One of the ffuthful 
slaves of Uhmud named Qumbur, was ap- 
prized of this approaching calainity, and di- 
rected another slave to flee with the boy to 
Baghdad, as he himself was resolved to revenge 
the death ofliii^ m^vster thougli he should lose 
his Qwp Ijfe in the attempt. Haying said thi^. 
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he’ went in pursuit of Solim, saw him just 
coming out of the house, cut off his head 
at' one blow and tried to escape, but the at- 
tendants of Solim surrounded him and cut 
him to pieces. The other slave having related 
the circumstance of his father’s death to Mo- 
hummud, his son, now in his 13th year, con- 
veyed him in safety to Bagdad, where they 
took their lodging, in Tohir Uffindu’s house... 
His pleasing manners and whole conduct 
attracted the admiration of the host, who gave 
him the hand of his daughter, by whom he 
left three sons at the time of his death. The 
two elder died without issue, but the yoimger 
Ubdool Ghunee, who had married a merchant’s 
daughter, died in 1030 A. H. leaving a son 
named Ibraheem and a daughter. Ibraheem 
followed the occupation of his lixther as mer- 
chant,and died in 1057 A. H..having left three 
daughters and a son, Hussun. This infant 
being only one year old when his father 
departed this life, those person’s who had deal- 
ings with him dishonestly withheld from him 
the money which they owed him, so that till 
he attained his majority, there was nothing 
left but two or three thousand Dinars, which 
circumstance, combined with others of a si- 
milar nature, compelled him to leave that 

G 1 
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coimtry, and accordingly he embarked with 
his family and arrived at Ajraere. There he 
settled in the house of one of the votaries of 
^hajah Moeenoodeen Chishtee, and soon after 
married his daughter. She had only advanced 
six months in pregnancy when her husband 
died, and three months after a son was horn, 
who was named Vulee Mohumed. This 
youth was afterwards married to his cousin 
and had a son by her. A dispute having 
arisen between him and his uncle, he was 
quite disgusted and journeyed over with his 
son to Dehlee, and after a short stay there, 
travelled to Duckan and arrived at Goolburga, 
which he chose for his abode, when his son 
Mohumed Ulee was grown up and had attained 
a complete knowledge of all the arts and 
sciences, he married him to the daughter of 
one of the votaries of the celebrated saint 
Bundah Newaz Gasooduraze, the long haired. 
After the death of his father, Mohumed Ulee 
took his wife ‘with him to Beejapore and 
thence to the town of Colar in the Carna- 
tic upper ghauts. He died in 1109 A. H. 
and left four soils, named Shaik Mohumed, 
Mohumed Ilyas, Mohumed Imaum, and 
Futtah Alice alias Futtah Mohumed, the eldest 
of whom took care of the whole family. In ' 
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the mean time Futtali Mohumed, without asking 
the peimission of his eldest brother, went over 
to’ the Carnatic lower ghauts, and Mohumed 
Ilyas proceeded himself shortly after to Tan- 
javur, and there died 1 1 15 A. H. leaving a son 
named Hyder Shaib. Futtali Mohumed, who 
was living at Arcot, invited Boorhanooddeen, a 
very respectable person descended from a priest 
from Tanjavur, and married his daughter, while 
his brother Imaum married his sister-in-law. 
A short time after he took his departure for 
Mysore, and there had two sons named Shah- 
baz and Vulee Mohumed, the latter of whom 
died an infant of two years’; the death of his 
son grieved him much and l^e took his family 
with him to the great Bolapore. In the year 
1 129 A. H. a glorious son was born named 
Hyder Shall, afterwards known as Hyder 
Ulee Khan Bahadur. 
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. TRANSLATION. 

Letter from Sultaun Selim to the Indian So- 
vereign, Tippo Sultaun, dated Constantinople, 
20th September 1798, delivered to Mr. Spen- 
cer Smith, his Britannic Majesty’s Minister 
Plenipotentiary, S^c. 

Most Noble Sovereign. 

« 

We take this opportunity to acquaint your 
Majesty, when the French Republic was en- 
gaged in a war with most of the powers of 
Europe within this latter period, our Sublime 
Porte not only took no part against them, 
but, regardful of the ancient amity existing 
with that nation, adopted a system of the 
strictest neutralj^, and shewed them even 
such acts of countenance, as have given rise 
to complaints on the part of other Courts. 

Thus friendly ^isposed towards them, and 
reposing a confidence in those sentiments of 
friendship which they appeared to profess for 
us, we gave no ear to many propositions and 
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advantageous offers, which had been made to 
us to side with the Belligerent Powers ; but, 
pursuant to our maxims of moderation and 
justice, we abstained from breaking with them 
without a direct motive and firmly observed 
the line of neutrality — ^all which.is notorious 
to the w'orld. 

In this posture of things, when the French 
having witnessed the greatest marks of atten- 
tion from our Sublime Porte, a perfect 
reciprocity was naturally expected on their 
side, when no cause existed to interrupt the 
continuance of the peace betwixt the two 
nations, they, all of a sudden, have exhibited 
the unprovoked and treacherous proceedings, 
of which the following is a sketch ; 

They began to prepare a fleet in one of 
their harbours, called Toulon, with most ex- 
traordinary mystery; and jvhen completely 
fitted out and ready for sea, embarked a large 
body of troops ; and they put also on board 
several people versed in the 'Arabic language 
and who had been in Egypt before. They 
gave the command of that armament to one 
of their Generals, named 'Buonaparte, who 
first went to the Island of Malta, of which he 
took possession, and thence proceeded direct 
for Alexandria ; where, being arrived on the 
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17tli Muhai-em, all of a sudden landed his 
troops, and entered the town by open force, 
publishing soon after manifestoes in Arabic 
among the different tribes, stating in substance 
that the object of their enterprize was not 
to declare war against the Ottoman Porte, 
but to attack the Beys of Egypt, for insults 
and injuries they had committed against the 
French merchants in time past, that peace 
with the Ottoman Empire was permanent, 
that those of the Arabs who should join 
would meet the best treatment, but such as 
shewed opposition would suffer death ; with 
this further insinuation, made in different 
quarters, but more particularly to certain courts 
at amity with us, that the expedition against 
the Beys was with the privity and consent 
of the Sublime Porte; which is a horrible 
falsity, after this fhey also took possession of 
Rosetta, not hesitating to engage in a pitched 
battle with the Ottoman troops, who had been 
detached from Cairo to assist the invaded. 

It is a standing law amongst all nations, 
not to encroach upon each other’s territories, 
whilst they are supjjosed to be at peace. When 
any such events take place as lead to a rup- 
ture, the motives so tending are previously 
made known between the parties, nor are any 
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open aggrc.ssions <attempied against their res- 
pective dominions, until a formal declaration 
of war takes place. 

Whilst, therefore, no interruption of the 
peace, nor the smallest symptom of misun- 
derstanding, appeared between onr Sublime 
Porte and the French llepublic, a conduct 
so audacious, so unprovoked and so deceitfully 
sudden on their part is an undeniable trait 
of the^most extreme insult and treachery. 

The, province of Egypt is considered as a 
region of general veneration, from the imme- 
diate proximity of the noble city of Mecca, 
the Keblah of the Mussulmen (the point of 
the compass to which all Turks turn tlieir 
face in jierforming their jirajers) and the 
sacred town of Medina, where the tomb of 
our Blessed Prophet is fixed ; the inhabitants 
of both these sacred cities defiving from thence 
their subsistence. 

Independent of this, it has been actually 
discovered from several letters which have 
been intercepted, that the further project of 
the French is to divide Arabia into various 
republics; to attack the ’CVhole Mahomedan 
Sect in its religion and country ; and, by a 
gradual progression, to extirpate’ all Mussul- 
mans from the face of the earth. 
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It is for these cogent motives and con- 
siderations, that we have determined to repel 
this enemy, and to adopt vigorous measures 
against these persecutors of the faith; we 
placing all confidence in the Omnipotent 
God, the source of all succour, and in the 
intercession of him, who is the Glory of 
Prophets. 

Now it being certain, that, in addition to 
the general ties of religion, the bonds of 
amity and good understanding have ever 
been firm and permanent with your Ma- 
jesty, so justly famed for your zeal and 
attachment to our faith ; and that more than 
once such public acts of friendly attention 
have been practised between us, as to have 
cemented the connection subsisting between 
the two countries; we, therefore, sincerely 
hope, frpm your, Majesty’s dignified disposi- 
tion, that you will not refuse entering into 
concert with us, and giving our Sublime 
Porte every po^ble assistance, by such an 
exertion of zeal as your firmness and natural 
attachment to such a cause cannot fail to 
excite. * 

We understand, that in consequence of 
certain secret intrigue.s, carried on by the 
French in India (after their accustomed 
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system) in order to destroy the settlements, 
and to sow dissensions in the provinces of the 
English there, a strict connection is expected 
to take effect between them and your Ma- 
jesty, for whose service they are to send over 
a corps of troops by the wjjy of Egypt. 

We are persuaded, that the tendency of 
the French plans cannot in the present days 
escape your Majesty’s penetration and notice ; 
and that no manner of regard will be given 
to their, deceitful insinuations on your side : 
and whereas the Court of Great Britain is 
actually at war with them, {ind our Sublime 
Porte engaged on the other hand in repelling 
their aggressions, consequently the French 
are enemies to both ; and such a reciprocity 
of interests must exist between those Courts, 
as ought to make both parties eager to afford 
every mutual succour which a common cause 
requires. 

It is notorious, that the French, bent upon 
the overthrow of all sects and religions, have 
invented a new doctrine, under the name of 
liberty ; they themselves professing no other 
belief, hut that of Dehree^ (Epicureans, or 
Pythagoreans) that they have not even spared 
the territories of the Pope of Rome ; a coun- 
try, since time immemorial, held#in great 

H 1 
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reverence by all the European JNations, that 
they have wrested and shared with others the 
whole Venetian State, notwithstanding that 
fellow Republic had not only abstained from 
taking part against them, but had rendered 
them service during the course of the war ; 
thus effacing the name of the Republic of 
Venice from the annals of historv. 

There is no doubt that their jiresent attempt 
against tlie Ottomans, as well as their ulterior 
designs (dictated by their avaricious view to- 
wards Oriental riches) tend to make a general 
conquest of that country, (which may God 
never suffer to take effect) and to expel every 
Mussulman from it, under pretence of annoy- 
ing the English. Their end is to be once 
admitted in India, and then to develope what 
really lies in their hearts, just as they have 
done in every plaice where they have been able 
to acquire a footing. 

In a word, they are a nation whose deceit- 
ful intrigue.s and perfidious pursuits know no 
bounds ; they are intent on nothing but on 
depriving people of their lives and properties, 
and on persecuting religion, wherever their 
arms can reach. 

Upon all this, therefore, coming to your 
Majesty'f||:uowledge, it is sincerely hoped that r 
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you will not refuse every needful exertion 
towards ‘assisting your brethren Mussulmans, 
according to the obligations of religion, and 
towards defending Hindustan itself against 
the effect of French machinations, should it 
be true, as we hear, that a,n intimate connec- 
tion has taken place between your court and 
that nation, we hope that by weighing present 
circumstances as well as every future incon- 
venience which would result from such a 
measur.e, your Majesty will bewtlre against 
it; and in the event of your having harboured 
any idea of joining with them, or of moving 
against Great Britain, you will lay suCh re- 
solutions aside. We make it our especial 
request, that your Majesty will please to 
refrain from entering into any measures 
against the English, or lending any compliant 
ear to the French. Shoujd there exist any 
subject of complaint with the former, please 
to communicate it ; certain as you may be of 
the employment of every gdod office on our 
side to compromise the same. We wish to 
see the connection above alluded to exchanged 
in favour of Great Britain^ 

We confidently expect, that upon considera- 
tion of all that is stated in this communication, 
and of the necessity of assisting yo^ ]jpthren 
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Mussulmans in this general cause of religion, 
as well as of co-operating towards the above 
precious Province being delivered from the 
bands of the Enemy, your Majesty will em- 
ploy every means, which yonr natural zeal 
will point out, to assist the common cause, 
and to corroborate, *by that means, the ancient 
good understanding, so happily existing be- 
tween our Empires. Certified Translation 
and Copy. 

(A True Copy.) 

(Signed) SPENCER SMITH, 

F. A. GRANT, Sub-Secretary. 

(A True Copy.) 

N. B. EDMONSTONE, 

P.JT. to the Governmeni. 


Copy of Tippoo,Sultaun’s reply to the Letter 
addressed to him by the Grand Seignior. 

In the name of the most merciful God ! 
Praise to the Supreme King of Kings, who 
hath made just and high-minded princes the 
instruments' of exalting the standard of tiie 
religion of Mohmned, and com- 
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mitted the governance and prosperity of the 
people And dominions of Islaum to their able 
hianagement and guidance ! Be abundance 
of praise also the offering at the throne of 
that leader, by the aid of whose prophetic 
mission the benignant channels of the faith 
retain their course — ^and* salutations unnum- 
bered to that consecrated person whose Divine 
Mission is the pride of the followers of Islaum, 
and to his illustrious offspring and compa- 
nions ; every one of whom was the extirpator 
of Heretics, and of those who know not the 
way of the Lord ! — ^After this, it is humbly 
represented to the exalteci presence ; the seat 
of justice, expanded as the heavens, resplen- 
dent as the sun ; to the luminous star of the 
firmament of dominion ; the bright planet of 
the empyreum of glory and’ fortune; the 
bloom of the power of greatness ; the refresher 
of the spring of supremacy ; the ornament of 
the throne of pomp and splendor; the sup- 
porter of the seat of happio’ess and prosperity 
— with troops numerous as the stars; with 
angels his guards ; whose throne is exalted 
as the skies ; whose digifity is as Solomon’s ; 
ray of the benignity of God, the Sultaun 
of the sea and land ; may the ‘vessels of his 
state continue to traverse the se^ttol^ccess 
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and prosperity, unperishable ! And may the 
effects of his justice continue to pervade every 
corner of the earth ! The august and graci- 
ous letter written the 11th of Rubheeh-oo- 
Sauny 1213 Hidj, (answering to 23rd Septem- 
ber 1798) which was issued through the Bri- 
tish Envoy conveyecf upon me boundless honor 
and distinction; the foundations of concord 
and attachment acquired new strength from its 
contents, and the fabric of friendship obtained 
renovated firmness by the gracious expressions 
it contains. 

The venerated pen did me the honor to 
write df the irruption of the French nation, 
those objects of the Divine anger, by the 
utmost treachery and deceit, into the vener- 
ated region of Egypt, notwithstanding the 
strict observance, of long subsisting amity and 
friendship on the part of the Sublime Porte. — 
Of the views of that irreligious turbulent 
people — of their denial of God and his pro- 
phets — of the determination of the Sublime 
Porte to adopt the most vigorous measures of 
the overthrow of that nation of Rebels — and 
desiring me, for the‘sake of the whole body 
of the faith and religious brotherhood, to 
afford assistance to our brethren Mussulmans ; 
suppW^St^i Holy Theology, and not with- 
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hold my power and endeavours in de- 
fending the region of Hindostan from the 
njachinations and evils of these enemies — 
that I will explain to the Sublime Porte what- 
ever ground of uneasiness and complaint the 
English may have given me, >vhen by the 
Divine aid and the intervention of your good 
office, all difference will be compromised, and 
opposition and estrangement be converted into 
cordiality and union — this gracious commu- 
nication I have understood. 

Through the Divine favour and prophetic 
grace, all the votaries of Islaum united in 
brotherhood by the ties of religion — especially 
the Sublime Porte and this state, the good 
gift of God ; for the foundations of friendship 
and attachment are firmly cemented between 
them and repeated tokens of ’mutual regard 
have been manifested — both in word and 
deed are they aiding and assisting to each 
other. This labourer in the way of the Lord 
(I) am obedient to you* ’ highness’s world- 
subjecting will — There is absolutely no dif- 
ference between us — Let me be informed of 
and employed to prom(7te that which your 
exalted mind proposed for the prosperity and 
due ordinance of the faith and’ its followers, 
and the aid of God will alone ensg^l^cess. 



440 


.APPENDIX. 


As the French nation are stranged from, and 
are become the opponents of the Sublime 
Porte, they may be said to have rendered 
themselves the enemy of all the followers of 
the faith, all Mussulmans should renounce 
friendship with them, (quotation from the 
Koraun) “ consider not Heretics as friends, 
consider none such but Mussulmans.” — I 
confidently hope that the gates of friendly 
correspondence between the two states may 
be always Open, and the sentiments of our 
friendly minds be disclosed to each other. — 
May the sun of Dominion and Prosperity be 
resplertdent in the East of Greatness ! 

Dated the 10th of Ramzaun the blessed, 
1213 Hedgiree (answering to 16th Feb. 1799.) 


(True Translations.) 

N*. B. EDMONSTONE, 


P. T. to the Government. 
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THE MHSSULMAUN’S LAMENT OVER THE 
.BODY OF TIPPOO SULTAUN WRITTEN ON 
THE SPOT WHERE HE FELL, IN AiUGUST 
1823. 

1 . 

Ligiit of my faith I thy flame is quenched 
In this deep night of blood ; 

The sceptre from thy race is wrenched, 

And of the brave who stood 
Around thy Musnud, strong and true, 

When this day’s sunbeams on the brow 
Of yonder mountains glanced, how few 
Are left to weep thee now I 

Chorus. — Allah ! ’tis better thus to die, 

With war-clouds hanging redly o’er us. 
Than to live a life of infamy. 

With years of grief and shame before us. 

2 . 

Star of the battle I thou art set ; 

But thou didst not go down, ^ 

As others who could fame forget 
Before the tempest’s frown, — 

As others who could stoop to crave#> 

Pardon and peace from their haughty foes ; " 

Better to perish with the brave 
Than to live and reign with those. 

Chorus. — A llah ! ’tis bettef thus to die, 

With war-clouds hanging redly o’er us. 
Than to live a life of infamy. 

With years of grief and shara&Jififiii^us. 
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3 . 

No ! thou hast, to thy warrior bed, 

Sunk like ‘that burning sun. 

Whose brightest, fiercest rays are shed 
When his race is nearest done. 

Where death-fires flash’d and sabres rang, 

And quickest sf'ed the parting breath. 

Thou, from a life of empire sprang 
To meet a soldier’s death. 

Cnonus. — Allah ! ’tis better thus to die. 

With war-clouds hanging redly o’er us, 
Than to live a life of infamy, 

With years of grief and shame before ua.. 

• 4 . 


Thy mighty father joyfully 
Look’d from his throne on high ; 

He mark’d his spirit live in thee ; 

He smiled to sec thee die, — 

To see thy sabre’s last faint sweep 
Tinged with a foc^man’s gore. 

To see thee go to the hero’s sleep 
With thy red wounds All before. 

CnOKUS. — Allah ! ’tis better thus to die. 

With war-clouds hanging redly o’er us. 
Than to live a life of infamy. 

With years of grief and shame before us. 

5 . 

% 

The faithful in their emerald bowers 
The Tooba tree beneath. 

Have ’twin’d th^e, of unfading flowers, 

The^jgrtyr^^lorious wreath ; 
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The dark-eyed girls of paradise 
Their jcwell’d kerchiefs wave. 

And welcome to their crystal skies 
Th6 sultaun of the brave. 

CuoRUS. — Allah I Tis better thus to die, 

The martyr’s death, with bliss before us, 
Than to draw the breath cf infamy, 
With the victor’s^ banner waving o’er us. 

Bernard Wyclifpe. 


THE DIKGE OF TIPPOO SULTAN, FKOM 
THE CANARA. 

1 . 

How quickly fled our Sultan’s state I 
How soon his pomp has pass’d away I 

How swiftly sped Seringa’s fate, 

From wealth and power to dire decay ; 

How proud his conquering banner^ flew, 

How stately march’d his dread array. 

Soon as the King of Earth \^ithdrew 
His favouring smil4fchey pass’d away. 

2 . 

His peopled kingdoms stretching widf, 

A hundred subject leagues could fill. 

While dreadful frown’d in martial pride, 

A hundred Droogs fromdiill to hill ; 

His hosts of war, a countless throng, 

His franks, impatient for the fray,; 

His horse, that proudly pranc’d along,— 

All in a moment pass’d away,— 
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3 . 

His mountain-forts of living stone, 

‘Where hewn from every massy rock, 
Whence bright the sparkling rockets shone. 
And loud the vollied thunder spoke : 

His silver lances gleam’d on high, 

His spangled standards flutter’d gay. 

Lo I in the twinkling of an eye, 

Their martial pride has pass’d away. 



FROM THE DESPATCHES, MINUTES, 
AND CORRESPONDENCE, OF THE MAR- 
QUESS WELLESLEY, K. G. DURING HIS 
ADMINISTRATION IN INDIA, 


No. XII. 

The Earl of Mornington to Lieut. -General Harris, 
Colonel Arthur Wellesley, Honourable Henry 
Wellesley, Lieut.-Colonels William Kirkpatrick, 
and Barry Close— Commissioners for the Affairs 
of Mysore. 

Fort St. George, 4th June, 1799. 

Gentlemen, 

The Commission which accompanies this 
Letter will apprize j'ou of the nature 
and extent of the powers which I have 
deemed it advisable to entrust to you. These 
powers necessarily supersede tho’se which I 
had delegated during the campaign to the 
Commission appointed to ’assist Lieut.-Gene- 
ral Harris in all matters relating to political 
negotiation. The favourable situation of af- 
fairs in Mysore appearing to rendp"-^»jyai^e- 
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sence at Seringapatam quite unnecessary; ! 
have again taken the resolution of remaining 
at Madras, and I, therefore, propose to confide 
to you such a portion of my authority as may 
enable you under my orders, to effect a settle- 
ment of the country without my presence. 
Whatever three Members of the Commission 
shall be present at Seringapatam on the arrival 
of this despatch, will proceed immediately to 
act under the Commission, and to execute 
the instrucdons- contained in this letter. 

The restoration of the representative of the 
ancient family of the Rajahs of Mysore, ac- 
comptinied by a partition of territory between 
the Allies, in which the interests of the 
Mahrattas should be conciliated, appearing to 
me, under all the circumstances of the case, 
to be the most advisable basis on which any 
new settlement of the country can be vested, 
I have resolved to frame, without delay, a 
plan founded on these principles ; and I hope, 
in the course of to-morrow, to be able to for- 
ward to you the Articles of a Treaty, with 
proper instructions annexed, for the purpose 
of carrying the abovementioned plan into 
effect. In the meanwhile it is absolutely ne- 
cessary that certain measures of precaution 
shTJnlU^ immediately adopted in order to 
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facilitate the intended arrangement. These 
measures relate — 

, 1st. To the satisfaction of the principal 
Musselman Sirdars, and of the Killahdars of 
the several Forts. 

2nd. To the mode of removing the family 
of Tippoo Sultaun from Mysore with the least 
practicable injury to their feelings. With re- 
gard to the first object, 1 have already for- 
warded to the Honorable Mr. H. Wellesley a 
letter .to Meer Allum, and a copy of a letter 
from the Nizam to me, which I trust will en- 
able you to give a complete satisfaction to 
Kummer ud Been ; and unless you Expect 
any considerable advantage from his influence 
at Seringapatam in conciliating others of his 
religion, I desire that you will take the earliest 
measures to induce him to repair to Gurrum- 
condah ; with the other leading Musselmans 
you should immediately enter into such specific 
engagements as may preclude the possibility 
of any alarm in their mindfe with respect to 
their situation and prospects und’er any new 
arrangements of the country, I rely on your 
discretion to conclude sifch an arrangement, 
with as little burthen to the finances of the 
Company as circumstances will* admit. The 
whole body of Tippoo’s Sirdars op"'b*"^a^lo 
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become an exclusive charge upon the Com- 
pany, they must he employed ,and provided 
for hy the Allies, and by the Rajah of Mysore 
collectively. The families of the Sirdars, slain 
during the campaign, must also be provided 
for in the same manner. 

The Killahdars wno have surrendered posts 
and those who still hold forts in their posses- 
sion, should be paid their arrears for the 
month of April, at least, with their pay for 
the month of May, and for as long a time as 
we may leave them in charge of their forts. 
On dismissing any of them, a liberal gratuity 

should be given them for the purpose of con- 
ciliation : all these charges may hereafter be 
adjusted between the Allies. 

As soon as you shall judge that your arrange- 
ments with the remnant of the Musselman 
interest are in sufficient forwardness, you will 
proceed to take necessary measures for remov- 
ing the family of the Sultaun. The details 
of this painful, l\ut indispensihle, measure 
cannot he entrusted to any person niore likely 
to combine every office of humanity with the 
prudential precautions required hy this occa- 
sion than Colonel Wellesley; and I, there- 
fore, commit 'to his discretion, activity and hu- 
whole arrangement, subject always 
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to such suggestions as may be ofl'ered by the' 
other rilembers of the commission. I have 
appointed Lieut. Colonel Doveton • to take 
the command of the Fortress of Vellore, 
which is destined for the future residence 
of the Sultaun’s family. Itieut.-Colonel 
Doveton is also appointed Paymaster of Sti- 
pends to the family ; and he has been direct- 
ed to make every possible preparation for 
their accommodation at Vellore. After their 
arrival, no reasonable expence will be spared 
to render their habitation suitable to their 
former rank and expectations ; and it is my 
intention to give them a liberal pecuniary 
allowance. Colonel Wellesley will judge whe- 
ther it may be necessary to give, either to the 
whole or to any branch of the family any 
specific assurance of the exdct amount of 
the sums to be allotted to them respec- 
tively, if any such particular explanation 
should appear necessary for their satisfac- 
tion, I authorize you to* make the allot- 
ment of stipend to each of theih, as well as 
for the establishment of the Zenana, provided 
that the total sum for the maintenance of the 
family be not Stated at more than three, or at 
the utmost, four lacs of pagodas. The sons 
of the late Sultaun may be ac«^n;wiji^y 
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such attendants as they may select, provided 
the number be not so great as toendahger the 
public tranquillity, or to form a point of union 
for the adherents of the late Sultaun. It 
might be desirable that Alii Reza should ac- 
company thp princes, as he appears to be 
attached to the intefests of the Company, and 
at the same time to entertain considerable 
affection for the Princes. The females and 
children of the several families must follow 
the Princes’as speedily as possible. Colonel 
Wellesley, in my name, will give the most 
unequivocal assurances of protection and in- 
dulgence to every branch of the family. And 
at a proper time he will deliver the letters for 
the four eldest sons of Tippoo, forwarded by 
the Persian translator to Mr. Wellesley. If 
Lieut.-General Harris should be at Seringa- 
patam, or wi#iin reach of it, I am persuaded 
that his humanity will induce him to exert 
every effort to mitigate all the rigorous part 
of this revolution , in Mysore, which I feel 
myself bound, by every principle of duty to- 
wards dhe British interests in India, to ac- 
complish without delUy. 

I have learned, with the utmost degree of 
surprise and concern, that the Zenana, in the 

j^a^^ched for „ ca- 









